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Consolidate  Your  Student  Loans 
AT  A  Still  Low  Fixed  Rai{^ 
Before  It  Goes  Up;  Up  ANDJtwAY. 


Don't  Miss  This  "Golden"  Opportunity  to  Save. 

It's  still  an  opportune  time  to  consolidate.  Interest  rates  are  slowly  climbing  from  their  record  low  last 
year  but,  for  the  time  being,  remain  quite  reasonable.  What's  more,  Congress  is  seriously 
considering  changing  the  fixed  rate  for  consolidation  loans  to  a  variable  rate. 
That  means  you  could  be  stuck  with  a  higher  rate  that  floats  from  year  to  year. 

Why  not  tie  down  an  ESF  EZChoice  Consolidation  Loan  at  a  low  fixed  rate  now? 

Chances  are,  you'll  save  money  and  lower  your  monthly  payments.  Plus,  you'll  no  longer  have  to 

hassle  with  multiple  loan  payments  throughout  the  month. 

Here's  how  The  ESF  EZChoice  Consolidation  Loan 
lives  up  to  its  name: 

•  It  features  a  still  low,  fixed  interest  rate 

•  ESF's  industry  leading  borrower  benefits*: 

-  Get  a  .25%  interest  rate  reduction  when  your  monthly 
payment  is  automatically  deducted  from  your  bank  account 

-  Get  an  additional  1.25%  interest  rate  reduction  for  36 
consecutive  on-time  payments 

•  No  fees,  credit  checks  or  income  verification 


Give  us  a  call  at  1.866.542.8033, or  learn  more  about  the 
advantages  of  consolidation  at  www.esfweb.com/usm.htm. 


COKSOLIDATION 
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You  Owe  It  To  Yourself 
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Education  Services  Foundation  (ESF)  is  the  Student  Loan  Consolidation 
Lender  of  Choice  for  Southern  Miss  Alumni 

Ph:  601.981.4646  •  Fx:  601.981.6114  •  Toll-free:  1.866.542.8033  •  www.esfweb.com 

The  lender  for  this  program  is  Mississippi  Higher  Education  Assistance  Corporation. 

Education  Services  Foundation  is  your  non-profit  resource  for  free  college  planning,  scholarships, 
low-cost  student  loans  and  student  loan  consolidation. 


DON'T  Wait.  Consolidate. 


©2005  Education  Services  Foundation.  All  rights  reserved.  *  Rate  reductions  are  available  for  consolidation  loans  that  have  an  initial  minimum  balance  of 
$10,000  or  more.  Benefits  are  subject  to  change. 
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BIG  SHOES  TO  FILL 

when  Gene  Gouaux  arrived  at  Southern  Miss  in  2003,  he  knew  he  had  big  footsteps 
to  follow,  but  he  did  not  let  that  stop  him  from  achieving  his  dream  of  becoming 
Student  Government  Association  president.  Gouaux  took  office  during  Founders'  Day 
ceremonies  on  March  30. 


LOYALTY  THEY  PLEDGE  TO  THEE 

Loyalty  to  Alma  Mater  can  be  displayed  m  a  number  of  ways.  Some  alumni  attend 
athletic  games  or  arts  events.  Others  contribute  to  a  scholarship  fund.  However,  in  a 
remarkable  showing  of  love  and  loyalty  for  Southern  Miss,  one  group  of  alumni  has 
paid  annual  dues  to  the  Alumni  Association  for  50  or  more  years. 

AS  THE  CLOCK  TICKS  DOWN 

Alumna  Becky  Sue  Fitch  '84  is  well  aware  -  the  clock  at  the  corner  of  the  end  zone  is 
ticking  down.  Colon  cancer  does  not  offer  do-overs,  she  says.  This  remarkable  school 
teacher  from  Louisville,  Ky ,  is  making  the  most  of  her  days  as  well  as  a  unique  contri- 
bution to  the  Ogletree  House  Campaign. 

THE  PERFECT  FORMULA 

Katharine  Holloway  '79  is  a  long  way  from  an  mtroducton"  chemistp."  lab  on  the 
Hattiesburg  campus,  but  the  lessons  she  learned  as  a  student  have  paid  di\idends. 
Holloway  was  part  of  teams  that  developed  drugs  that  have  cut  the  death  rate  from 
AIDS  in  the  United  States  by  more  than  70  percent. 

SHE  HAS  BAY  ST  LOUIS'  BACK 

CNN  correspondent  Kathleen  Koch  has  covered  presidential  campaigns,  impending 
wars  and  the  Sept.  1 1  terrorist  attacks.  However,  the  Ba)-  St.  Louis  nati\-e  and  former 
Honors  College  student  says  Hurricane  Katrina  is  the  most  important  stor)-  she  has 
ever  covered.   Her  critically  acclaimed  documentar);  '■Sa\ing  My  TowTi."  has  the  cable 

network's  headquarters  bombarded  with  viewer  responses. 

PULITZERS  FOR  PUBLIC  SERVICE 

After  Hurricane  Katnna  barreled  through  the  Gulf  Coast.  iiian\-  residents  of  Louisiana 
and  Mississippi  depended  on  local  newspaper  coverage  for  critical  information.  In 
many  cases,  it  was  Southern  Miss  alumni  gathering  and  dispensing  that  information.  In 
April,  the  journalists  were  re\\arded  for  their  efforts  when  they  became  part  of  Pulitrer 
Prize-winning  news  teams, 

FRONT  COVER:      A  few  of  tite  new  Golden  Life  Members  of  tlie  Alumni  Association:  from  left,  standing  are 
George  Pollitz  III  '53,  Lamar  Gillespie  '50  and  Verkiiel  Eubanks  '54:  seated  are  Joy  Gillespie 
'51,  Helen  Hess  '55,  Mary  Anne  Eubanks  '54  and  Louis  Hall  '49. 
Photo  by  Danny  Rawls  '69,  'SO 
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EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  BOB  PIERCE  '91 

ASSOCIATE  DIRECTOR  FOR  INTERNAL  OPERATIONS  MARK  BOYLES  73 

ASSOCIATE  DIRECTOR  FOR  EXTERNAL  AFFAIRS  JERRY  DEFATTA  00 

MANAGER  OF  COMMUNICATIONS  JIM  COLL  '99 

MANAGER  OF  PROGRAMS  MARCUS  NAUSE  '99,  '00 

COORDINATOR  OF  CONSTITUENT  RELATIONS  DAWN  SMITH  '95 

COORDINATOR  OF  INFORMATION  SERVICES  MELISSA  McDANIEL 

ADMINISTRATIVE  ASSISTANT  RENE  TRIGG 

MAIL  CLERK  EDWARD  WALLACE 

RECEPTIONIST  MIKE  DANIELS 

EDITORIAL  ASSISTANT  ETHAN  BRATTON 


ADVERTISING  REPRESENTATIVE  KAY  O'SHAUGHNESSY  '69 
CONTRIBUTING  WRITER  YVONNE  ARNOLD  '90 


PRESIDENT  DANNY  MITCHELL 

PRESIDENT-ELECT  ROSEMARY  AULTMAN 

VICE  PRESIDENT  LOU  ANN  POYNTER 

PAST  PRESIDENT  REX  KELLY 

FINANCE  COMMITTEE  CHAIR  LARRY  WATSON 

SECRETARY  /  TREASURER  BOB  PIERCE 


WALT  DENTON,  BERNARD  GREEN,  CURT  HEBERT, 

BILLY  HEWES,  SCOTT  LESLIE,  BECKY  MONTAGUE, 

BENNY  WADDLE,  TOM  ANDERSON,  LIBBY  CONDIA, 

PAT  CRUISE,  HARRY  GOFF,  RICKEY  JONES, 

JUDIE  KOCHENOWER,  TONY  PALAZZO, 

ANGELA  HILBUN  COGNEVICH,  MARCUS  KINCAID. 

MARY  ALICE  KIRBY  RICKY  MATHEWS,  MICHAEL  RATLIFF, 

LAMAR  REYNOLDS,  DALE  SHEARER 

EX-OFFICIO  BOARD  MEMBERS:  SHELBY  THAMES, 
ROBERT  "TOY"  MCLAUGHLIN,  TIM  RYAN,  MACK  GRUBBS, 
RICHARD  GIANNINI,  ASHLEY  CANGELOSI 

For  advertising  information,  contact  Kay  O'Sliaghnessy  by  phone, 
601.485.6700  or  e-mail  i<ay(5,'southernmissakimni.com. 
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Make  A  Permanent 
Connection 


Forge  a  lifelong  iiiik  to  your  alma  mater  by  becoming  a  Life 
Member  of  the  Alumni  Association.  In  addition  to  assuring  your 
comaection  \vidi  die  Universit\',  a  Life  Membersliip  qualifies  your 
USM-bound  childixn  for  an  out-of-state  tuition  waiver  (subject  to 
University  guidelines),  entities  you  to  a  Life  Membership  plaque,  and 
helps  fiind  programs  that  benefit  the  University  and  the  Soudiern 
Miss  community. 


"Life  membership  in  the  Southern 
Miss  Alumni  Association  allows  (my 
WIFE)  Susie  and  me  to  make  a  last- 
ing commitment  to  our  University. 
Southern  Miss  provided  both  of 
us  an  excellent  education,  and  we 
were  delighted  to  use  this  oppor- 
tunity to  express  our  appreciation." 

Hank  Bounds  '91 
State  Superintendent  of  Education,  Mississippi 


Vor  more  information,  contact  the 
Alumni  Association  office,  601.266.5013. 


HOME 


An  entily  is  defined,  most  often,  by  how  it  responds  in  challenging  situations.  Our  state  has  certainly  been 
defined  by  how  we  responded  to  Hurricane  Katrina.  Our  states  leadership  showed  compassion,  resolve  and  a 
"can  do"  attitude.  Our  churches  and  civic  groups  provided  immediate  support  for  our  Gulf  Coast  neighbors.  Our 
citizens  and  businesses  "hitched  up  their  britches,"  as  Gov.  Barbour  likes  to  say,  and  began  to  take  control  of  their 
own  destiny. 

Our  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  has  had  several  of  its  own  defining  moments  this  past  year.  Our 
responses  to  challenges  and  our  plans  for  the  future  are  defining  who  we  are  and  serving  notice  to  all  that,  indeed, 
this  university  will  create  its  own  opportunities. 

Perhaps  the  most  defining  decision  we Ve  made  is  to  restore  and  expand  the  Ogletree  House  through  a  campaign 
to  generate  the  $3  million  necessary  to  accomplish  that  task.  This  decision  signals  an  aggressive  commitment  to 
growth,  assuring  a  vibrant  future  for  our  Association. 

Another  important  indicator,  which  defines  who  we  are  was  a  comprehensive  evaluation  of  the  staffing  structure 
and  identification  of  challenging  goals  that  has  led  to  a  reorganization  of  the  staff  and  the  addition  of  an  associate 
director  for  external  affairs.  This  new  position  takes  a  fresh  approach  to  include  new  alumni  m  our  Association 
via  the  Constituent  Society  and  Alumni  Ambassador  ventures.  This  initiative  also  caused  us  to  pursue  an  admin- 
istrative position  in  our  information  services  (database  administration)  area  to  increase  the  accuracy  and  efficiency 
of  our  database  software. 

We  are  also  fast  becoming  recognized  as  a  university  where  the  advancement  group  is  working  together  for 
greater  success.  This  does  not  happen  at  every  institution  of  higher  learning,  but  at  Southern  Miss,  the  Alumni 
Association,  the  USM  Poundation  and  the  Athletic  Foundation  are  organized  and  committed  to  better  and  more 
frequent  communication  to  foster  inclusion  and  collaboration.  As  a  matter  of  example,  the  proposed  database 
position  mentioned  earlier  is  a  "shared"  position  among  all  three  groups  to  facilitate  the  needs  we  all  have  for 
database  communication  and  member  prospecting. 

Another  example  of  this  unparalleled  collaboration  is  a  joint  elfort  to  raise  the  University  presidents  salary  to  a 
competitive  level.   Being  competitive  is  essential  m  attracting  and  maintaining  great  and  passionate  leadership. 

For  the  first  time  ever,  the  Alumni  Association  Annual  Report  was  distributed  to  all  Southern  Miss  alumni  of 
record,  resulting  m  the  mailing  of  more  than  80,000  copies.  As  a  result,  1,000  alumni  joined  lor  the  first  time  or 
rejoined  the  Association  after  many  years  of  absence. 

One  of  our  most  defining  moments  is  still  ahead  of  us.  We  will  be  bringing  to  fruition  the  Southern  Miss  100, 
a  group  of  Southern  Miss  alumni  and  friends  that  will  serve  as  strong  advocates  and  goodwill  ambassadors  on  the 
University's  behalf.  In  the  past,  our  advocates,  more  ofien  than  not,  were  few  m  number,  often  had  conflicting 
agendas  and  sometimes  presented  personal  opinions  absent  a  united  point  of  view.  As  a  result,  valiant  efforts  often 
gave  "permission  to  be  ignored"  since  they  represented  only  personal  opinions  and  not  a  united  front. 

The  Southern  Miss  100  will  soon  be  tormally  considered  by  your  Association  Board  of  Directors  and,  pending 
this  discussion  and  approval,  will  constitute  a  nonpartisan  group  created  and  supported  by  alumni  and  friends  of 
the  University,  who  wish  to  become  more  actively  involved  in  advancing  the  status  and  welfare  of  The  Universit)' 
of  Southern  Mississippi  through  the  political  process.  With  the  Southern  Miss  100  we  should  never  again  be  guilty 
of  abdicating  our  destiny  to  anyone  other  than  those  who  have  the  University's  best  interest  at  heart. 

As  you  can  see,  we  have  had  many  defining  moments  with  year;  however,  perhaps  nothing  defines  an  organi- 
zation more  than  its  staff  -  the  people  who  move  the  organization  forward  on  a  daily  basis.  We  are  most  fortu- 
nate to  have  great  professional  leadership  and  support  personnel.  Like  the  volunteer  leadership  ot  the  Alumni 
Association,  they  too  have  helped  to  define  who  we  are  and  will  continue  to  represent  all  Southern  Miss  alumni 
in  the  best  way  possible. 

Southern  Miss  to  the  Top! 


Danny  Mitchell 

President,  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association 
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Medical  Technology  Students  Pass  National  Exams  on  First  Attempt 


■  All  of  the  University's  2005  medical 
technology  graduates  have  passed  each  of 
the  programs  national  certification  exams 
on  their  first  attempt. 

To  begin  practice,  students  are  required 
to  ^  take  either  the  American  Society  for 
Clinical  Pathology  Board  of  Registry  (ASCP) 
or  the  National  Certifying  Agency  Exam. 

"We  have  some  highly  motivated  stu- 
dents vv'ho  really  care  about  becoming  the 
best  in  order  to  serve  their  future  patients," 
said  Jane  Hudson,  director  of  Southern 
Miss'  medical  technology  department. 

Some  of  those  determined  individuals 
include  Elizabeth  Herrington,  who  raised 
the  bar  on  the  ASCP  when  she  scored  the 
highest  in  the  nation.  Another  is  Mary  Jia 
Guo,  who  landed  an  international  research 


grant  in  January  on  her  first  attempt.  Also, 
two  recent  graduates  served  as  president  of 
the  American  Society  for  Clinical  Laboratory 
Science's  national  student  organization. 

Wileen  Cooksey  of  Lake  graduated  in 
2004  with  a  bachelor's  degree  in  medical 
technology.  Upon  her  departure,  she  spent 
a  year  at  a  Meridian  hospital  lab  where  she 
worked  in  various  departments,  including 
chemistry,  coagulation,  urinalysis,  blood 
bank,  microbiology  and  hematology. 

"When  1  graduated  Southern  Miss,  1  was 
fully  equipped  to  work  at  any  hospital  any- 
where," said  Cooksey.  "I  had  the  knowledge 
that  made  me  feel  confident  in  my  work." 

Cooksey  recently  changed  gears  in  her 
career  path  to  become  an  aircraft  main- 
tenance  officer  with  the   Mississippi  Air 


National  Guard.  While  she  is  no  longer  a 
medical  technician,  she  said  her  instruc- 
tors instilled  in  her  the  beUef  that  she 
could  excel  in  any  field. 

"The  reason  I  feel  I  have  been  success- 
ful thus  far,  at  the  hospital  or  in  my  new 
job,  is  because  of  the  discipline,  determi- 
nation and  hard  work  hammered  home 
by  the  faculty  of  Southern  Miss'  medical 
technology  department  and  my  parents," 
she  said. 

Hudson  also  credits  clinical  affili- 
ates Forrest  General  Hospital,  Memorial 
Hospital  at  Gulfport  and  Singing  River 
Hospital  in  Pascagoula  for  her  students' 
success.  Aspiring  technologists  at  Southern 
Miss  must  spend  24  weeks  studying  with  a 
clinical  affiliate. 


Nursing  Pioneer  Named  to  Hall  of  Fame 


Sister  Elizabeth  C.  Hai'l<ins,  founder  of  tlie  School  of 
Nursing,  pins  Dr.  Karen  Saucier  Lundy,  student  nurse 
at  the  1975  Southern  Miss  School  of  Nursing  Pinning 
Ceremony.  Dr.  Lundy  is  currently  a  Southern  Miss 
School  of  Nursing  professor. 


■  The  founding  dean 
of  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi's 
School  of  Nursing, 
the  late  Dr.  Elizabeth 
C.  Harkms,  was 
recently  named  to  the 
Mississippi  Nurses 
Association  (MNA) 
Hall  of  Fame  at  the 
2006  Mississippi 
Nightingale  Awards 
held  m  Jackson. 

Southern  Miss 
School  of  Nursing 
professor  Dr.  Karen 
Saucier  Lundy  nomi- 
nated Harkins  for  the 
honor,  which  rec- 
ognizes a  registered 
nurse's  lifelong  com- 


mitment to  the  profession  of  nursing  and  their  commitment 
to  make  an  impact  on  the  health  and  /  or  social  history  of 
Mississippi. 

Lundy  accepted  the  prestigious  award  on  her  former  teacher's 
behalf.  It  was  presented  by  Dr.  Helen  Turner,  associate  vice  chan- 
cellor for  academic  affairs  at  the  University  Medical  Center  and 
president  of  the  Mississippi  Medical  Association. 

Harkins  graduated  from  nursing  school  at  Mercy  Hospital  in 
New  Orleans  in  1946,  was  licensed  as  a  registered  nurse  that  same 


year  and  received  her  Bachelor  of  Science  in  Nursing  in  1950  and 
doctorate  in  1976.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Sisters  of  Mercy  and 
served  in  a  leadership  capacity  with  the  group  until  her  death. 

She  worked  in  every  aspect  of  hospital  service  including  admin- 
istration and  nursing  education.  She  was  also  an  active  member 
of  the  American  Nurses  Association  and  the  National  League  of 
Nursing  during  her  entire  career,  serving  in  various  state  and 
national  leadership  roles. 

The  St.  Ann  native  was  a  trailblazer  during  her  stint  at  Southern 
Miss.  In  1966,  Harkins  single-handedly  received  board  of  trustees 
and  legislative  approval  for  the  second  baccalaureate  nursing  pro- 
gram in  Mississippi.  After  approving  and  funding  the  new  school 
of  nursing,  legislators  entrusted  Harkins  with  the  task  of  finding 
a  home  for  the  program. 

In  her  1980  biography,  Harkins  said  she  hrst  approached 
Delta  State  University  about  placing  the  program  there,  but  the 
president  dechned,  feeling  his  college  wasn't  ready  for  this  kind 
of  school.  However,  the  president  recommended  that  she  next 
try  Southern  Miss.  With  the  school  of  nursing  literally  in  her 
trunk,  she  motored  south  to  Hattiesburg  where  she  met  with  then 
Southern  Miss  President  Dr.  William  McCain,  who  to  her  surprise 
said  yes  to  the  program  without  hesitation. 

"I  came  down  to  talk  with  him  about  the  possibility  of  estab- 
Ushing  a  nursing  school  at  USM;  here  I  was  in  this  black  veil,  long 
black  dress  and  habit,"  recalled  Harkins.  "That  must  have  been 
quite  a  sight.  After  he  said  that  USM  would  be  the  ideal  place  for 
a  second  BSN  program  in  nursing,  1  decided  to  venture  further 
and  ask,  'Would  you  entertain  the  idea  of  having  a  Sister  on  your 
faculty?'  And  he  again  said  'yes.'" 

The  University  has  graduated  more  than  4,600  nurses  to  date. 
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University  Celebrates  Founders'  Day  2006 

■  The  University  honored  faculty,  staff  and  students  and  inaugu- 
rated 2006-2007  Student  Government  Association  officers  March 
30  during  ceremonies  marking  the 
University's  96th  anniversary 

Southern  Miss  senior  political 
science  major  Britton  K.  Loftm  of 
Hattiesburg  was  named  the  2006  R.J. 
Bishop  Mississippian  Award  recipient 
for  his  determination  to  succeed  in 
spite  of  difficulties,  a  criterion  to  earn 
the  award.  The  Bishop  Award  comes 
with  a  gift  of  $5,000. 

Administered  by  the  University's 
Foundation,  the  Judge  R.J.  Bishop 
Mississippian  Award  was  established  m 
1978  by  Elna  Bishop  in  memory  of  her 
father,  RJ.  Bishop.  The  award  honors 
men  and  women  who  have  endured 
economic,  family  or  physical  hardships 
to  pursue  their  education  so  that  they, 
their  children  and  other  Mississippians 
might  have  a  better  life. 

Pellerree  Amelia  Steadman,  an  inter- 
national studies  and  Spanish  major  from 
Hattiesburg,  was  the  University's  Phi 
Kappa  Phi  Silver  Bowl  Award  recipient. 
The  Silver  Bowl  Award  winner  goes  to 
the  University's  top  student.  Steadman 
has  maintained  a  4.0  grade  point  aver- 
age while  a  student  at  Southern  Miss 


and  was  a  Presidential  Scholar  and  Honors  College  Ambassador  as      Johnson  of  Destrehan,  La 


well.  Steadman  has  been  active  in  extracurricular  activities  and  com- 
munity service  m  addition  to  her  outstanding  efforts  in  the  classroom. 

Other  awards  and  honors  bestowed 
on  students  included  Most  Outstanding 
Freshmen  to  Paul  Brennen  Hancock  of 
Jackson  and  Gail  Olivia  Sims  of  Meridian; 
Best  Male  Citizen,  Luke  Johnson  of 
Laurel;  and  Best  Female  Citizen,  Carmen 
Edrice  Buford  of  Columbia. 

Southern  Miss  Student  Hall  of  Fame 
inductees  included  Rosel)Ti  Iveren 
Ahua  of  Hattiesburg;  Christopher 
Charles  Rankin  Arinder  of  Columbia; 
Brandon  James  Belote  of  Vienna, 
■Va.;  Carolyn  Jean  Brooks  of  Jackson; 
Amaziah  TnShata  Qiana  Coleman  of 
Richion;  Jonathan  McLeod  Krebs  of 
Hattiesburg;  Erin  Louise  Lambert  of 
Hattiesburg;  Ryan  Matthew  Mahoney 
of  Mandeville,  La.;  Cherie  Kay 
Thrifhley  of  Kenner,  La.;  and  Chns 
Glenn  'Walker  of  Brandon. 

Student  Government  Association 
officers  sworn  m  dunng  Founders' 
Day  ceremonies  included  Gene 
Gouaux  of  Thibodaux,  La.,  president; 
Gray  'Wemacker  of  Mobile,  Ala..  \1ce 
president;  David  Meigs  of  Claremore. 
Okla.,  attorney  general;  Tim  Bennett  of 
New  Orleans,  treasurer;  and  Jeannette 
election  commissioner. 


Faculty,  staff  and  students  took  time  out  from  classes  March  30  to  en- 
joy a  "birthday  party"  during  the  University's  Founders'  Day  ceremony 
on  the  Hattiesburg  campus. 


Student  Jeffrey  Murdock  sings  the  national  anthem  during  the  Univer- 
sity's Founders'  Day  ceremony. 


Scott  Aquarium  Sea  Camp  Adds  Half  Days  for  Ages  5,  6 

B   The  University's  Scott  Aquarium  has  announced  the  addition  of      of  our  younger  6-year-olds  would  benefit  from  half  days.  Their  parents 
half-day  sessions  for  5-  and  6-year-old  campers  for  the  2006  edition      now  have  the  option  of  the  half-day  program  or  full-day  program." 


of  Project  Marine  Discovery  Sea  Camp. 

Featuring  a  "Pirates  of  the  Coast"  theme,  the  popu 
far  marine  science  day  camp  for  ages  5-14  will 
be  held  at  the  Scott  Aquarium's  interim  location 
at  the  Gulf  Coast  Research  Laboratory  (GCRL), 
located  at  the  intersection  of  East  Beach  Drive 
and  Halstead  Road  in  Ocean  Springs. 

Camps  will  be  offered  June  5-9;  June  12-16; 
June  19-23; June  26-30; July  3-7;July  10-14; July 
17-21;  and  July  24-28.  Camps  for  ages  13-14  are 
available  the  last  three  weeks  in  June  only 

The  five-day  sessions  run  8  a.m.  until  4  p.m., 
with  the  exception  of  the  half  days  available  to 
5-  and  6-year-olds.   Six-year-old  campers  may 
attend  half-day  or  full-day  sessions.  Half-day  ses 
sions  are  from  8  to  11  a.m.  or  1  to  4  p.m. 

"As  recovery  has  progressed,  we  find  that  we  will  ha\'e 
faciliries  available  for  the  half-day  sessions,"  said  Dr.  Shelia 
Brown,  coordinator  of  educaUonal  programs.  "We  also  acted  on  the 
recommendations  of  Sea  Camp  teachers  who  have  obser\'ed  that  some 


'■"/fa  Marine  Disco^sH 


Cost  per  week  is  $155  for  ages  8-14,  $140  for  ages  6- 
7,  and  $75  for  half-day  sessions  lor  ages  5-6.  Prices 
include  supplies,  field  trips,  and  arts  and  crafts 
projects. 

"Campers  will  experience  disco\'er}'  through 
hands-on  activities  and  live  animal  encounters," 
explained  Brown.  "They  will  crab,  fish,  seine  and 
sieve."  New  to  the  program  this  summer  will  be 
trawJmg  aboard  the  pontoon  boat  that  sunived 
Hurricane  Katnna.  Field  trips  will  also  take  par- 
ticipants into  beach  and  salt  marsh  habitats. 

Katnna  inflicted  an  estimated  S29S  million  in 

losses  on  Southern  Miss,  including  the  devastation 

of  the  aquarium  in  Biloxi.  Dr.  Sharon  H.  Walker, 

Scou  .-Xquarium  administrator.  s;iid  offering  the  Sea 

Camp  is  an  important  part  of  reco\"eiy  for  Southern 

Miss,  for  families  and  for  the  coast  community, 

Rcgisnaiion  is  now  underwax'.  For  more  infomiation,  call 

228  818  88'-\"'  or  c-mail  scou  aquarium@usm.edu.  Registration  fomis 

arc  also  available  online  at  \\\\\v.usm.edu/ac|uarium. 
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GCBAC  Volunteer  Assisting  Coast  Businesses 


■  An  economic  development  professional  hosted  by  the  Gulf  Coasi 
Business  Assistance  Center  (GCBAC)  recently  came  to  South  Mississippi 
to  volunteer  assistance  to  coastal  businesses  in  recovery  post-Katnna. 

Frank  Shap  of  Oakland,  Md.,  was  one  of  five  economic  develop- 
ment professionals  sent  by  the  International  Economic  Development 
Council  (lEDC),  m  a  partnership  with  the  University's  GCBAC,  who 
volunteered  his  expertise  to  aid  in  the  area  economy's  rebound. 

In  conversations  before  his  arrival,  Shap  expressed  his  desire  to  "be  out 
of  the  office"  and  into  the  business  community  Jeffrey  Brewer,  director  of 
the  GCBAC,  says  this  compliments  the  mission  of  the  center  as  well. 

"We  appreciated  that  he  wanted  to  assist  small  businesses  on  a 
one-on-one  basis,"  Brewer  said.  "So,  we  developed  a  list  of  busi- 
nesses and  mapped  out  each  one.  Mr.  Shap  fulfilled  his  duties  by 
completing  the  list  of  about  100  small  businesses." 

One  business  that  Shap  assisted  was  Hall's  Engraving.  The  small 
business  located  on  D'Iberville  Blvd.  is  owned  and  operated  by  Tina 
Woody.  Woody  says  the  cancellation  of  some  youth-sport  leagues 
and  the  closing  of  the  casinos  had  hurt  her  business.  Having  sus- 
tained substantial  physical  damage,  the  business  was  also  in  need  of 
economic  recovery.  Shap  was  able  to  offer  guidance  and  encourage- 
ment to  guide  Woody  with  marketing  suggestions  in  identifying, 
locating  and  contacting  her  market  after  the  storm. 


Tina  Woody,  left,  owner  /  opei-ator  of  Hall's  Engraving  In  D'Iberville,  received  assis- 
tance helping  her  business  recover  from  Hurricane  Katrlna  from  Frank  Shap,  an  eco- 
nomic development  volunteer  from  Oakland,  Md. 

The  center  is  currently  coordinating  with  the  lEDC  to  host  more 
developers  in  May  and  hopes  to  eventually  become  a  mainstay  and 
point  of  contact  for  all  small  businesses  on  the  coast. 


Center  Hosting  Economic  Development  Volunteers 

■  The  University's  Gulf  Coast  Business 
Assistance  Center  (GCBAC)  has  linked 
South  Mississippi  with  volunteers  m 
economic  development  from  across  the 
nation  and  beyond.  Through  its  partner- 
ship with  the  International  Economic 
Development  Council  (lEDC),  the  center 
has  been  coordinating  and  hosting  vol- 
unteer efforts  on  the  coast. 

Since  It  opened  m  January,  the  GCBAC 
has  hosted  five  professional  economic 
developers.  Jeffrey  Brewer,  GCBAC  direc- 
tor, says  the  volunteers'  expertise  has 
been  "refreshing"  to  the  staff  and  comple- 
mentary to  the  center's  purpose  of  small 
business  development  on  the  coast. 

"They  have  come  to  us  from  all  over 
the  United  States  and  Canada,"  Brewer 
said.  "The  volunteers  have  been  a  great 
resource  for  us  here  at  the  center.  It's 
always  encouraging  and  it  helps  to  moti- 
vate us  in  the  long  run  to  see  that  there 
are  still  people  who  want  to  come  down 
and  help  in  a  professional  capacity." 

Brewer  describes  the  GCBAC  as  an 
"information  clearinghouse,"  designed  to 
help  entrepreneurs  with  resources  and 
guidance  in  their  business  development. 
He  says  the  different  view  points  of 
the  volunteers  have  enabled  his  staff  to 


"think  outside  of  the  box"  in  strategic 
planning  and  business  assistance  post- 
Katrina. 

The  center  became  aware  of  the 
lEDC  after  attending  a  presentation  m 
Louisiana.  They  decided  to  partner  with 
the  organization  to  help  restore  and  build 
coastal  businesses  post-Katrina.  Since 
then,  the  lEDC  has  been  sending  vol- 
unteers to  the  coast,  and  the  center  has 
coordinated  their  efforts  locally 

"The  thing  that  we  are  doing  and 
focusing  on  is  getting  out  door-to-door 
to  these  small  businesses,"  Brewer  said. 
"We're  taking  it  to  them  and  saying,  'Let 
us  hold  your  hand  through  this  pro- 
cess.' We'll  walk  them  through  the  loan 
applications.  We'll  provide  seminars  and 
workshops  that  will  help,  such  as  hiring 
practices,  marketing,  contact  manage- 
ment, things  like  that." 

Brewer  says  that  while  there  were  no 
plans  for  volunteers  in  the  month  of 
April,  the  center  is  coordinating  some 
developers  for  May.  He  says  the  center 
eventually  hopes  to  be  in  touch  with 
every  small  business  on  the  coast  and 
become  a  mainstay  within  the  small  busi- 
ness community  as  the  primary  point  of 
contact  for  assistance. 


Fraternity  Crawfish  Boil 
Raises  $50,000  for  Habitat 
for  Humanity 


■  An  estimated  2,500  people  were  m  atten- 
dance, more  than  10,000  pounds  of  craw- 
hsh  were  consumed,  and  approximately 
$50,000  was  raised  in  support  of  Habitat  for 
Humanity  and  victims  of  Hurricane  Katrina 
as  Alpha  Tau  Omega  (ATfi)  Fraternity  held 
its  2 1st  annual  crawfish  boil,  April  1,  on  the 
Hattiesburg  campus. 

"It  was  important  to  the  chapter  to  have 
a  successful  crawfish  boil  this  year  since 
many  of  our  members  are  from  the  Gulf 
Coast  and  Louisiana,"  ATQ  Public  Relations 
Ofhcer  Whit  Meeks  said.  "It  was  special  for 
them  to  give  to  those  who  were  impacted  by 
Hurricane  Katrina." 

The  Epsilon  Upsilon  Chapter  of  ATO 
completed  more  than  10,000  hours  of  com- 
munity service  this  year  with  successful 
philanthropies  of  events  like  crawhsh  boil 
and  their  other  main  event  Haunted  House 
in  the  fall.  Last  year's  event  raised  more 
than  $40,000  earning  the  Southern  Miss 
fraternity  the  Top  ATf)  Chapter  Award  for 
outstanding  community  service. 
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University,  IHL  Rolls  Out  Red  Carpet  for 
Cochran,  Barbour    


Nichol  Armstrong 


■  Graduate  Student  Nichol  Armstrong 
says  the  funds  Mississippi's  congres- 
sional delegation  secured  for  higher 
education  through  Hurricane  Katrina 
relief  legislation  meant  the  differ- 
ence between  whether  she  stayed  in 
school  or  postponed  graduation. 

The  Pass  Christian  native's  famiK' 
lost  their  home  m  the  storm,  and  with 
three  younger  brothers  and  a  sister, 
the  financial  pressures  were  great  after 
the  storm  wreaked  havoc  on  the  Gulf 
Coast  economy 

"Fortunately  my  famdly  was  able  to 
keep  their  jobs,  but  work  and  income 
were  not  what  they  were  before  the 
storm,"  said  Armstrong,  a  college  student 
personnel  services  major  who  works  in  the  University's  Office  of  Community 
Service  Learning.  "We  lost  our  home,  our  cars,  everything.  "We're  at  the  com- 
plete start-over  point,  because  we  have  notfiing." 

Mississippi's  congressional  delegation,  led  by  U.S.  Sen.  Thad  Cochran, 
secured  $95  million  for  higher  education  as  part  of  $29  billion  m 
Hurricane  Katrina  relief  spending  approved  just  before  the  2005 
Christmas  holiday  In  March,  Mississippi's  Institutions  of  Higher  Learning 
and  Southern  Miss  hosted  a  rally  on  the  University's  Hattiesburg  campus 
to  thank  the  legislators  for  their  work  in  securing  the  funding. 

Cochran  praised  the  state's  universities  for  their  quick  work  respond- 
ing to  the  crisis  and  complemented  Sen.  Trent  Lott  and  the  state's  rep- 
resentatives in  the  U.S.  House  on  their  efforts  to  secure  federal  funding 
for  recovery.  He  saved  his  most  specific  praise,  however,  for  Mississippi 
Governor  Haley  Barbour. 

"It  was  Haley  Barbour's  detennination  that  turned  the  tide,"  Cochran  said. 
Armstrong,  who  serves  as  a  resident  hall  director  at  Southern  Miss, 
stayed  in  Hattiesburg  and  helped  students  who  remained  on  campus 
cope  with  the  aftereffects  of  the  storm,  all  the  while  not  knowing 
whether  her  own  family  survived  the  storm.  It  was  six  days  before  she 
talked  with  her  mother. 

"We  just  both  broke  down  crying,  we  couldn't  even  understand  what 
the  other  was  saying,"  Armstrong  said  in  recounting  the  phone  call  with 
her  mother.  "Before  that,  I  was  just  trying  to  be  strong  for  the  residents 
(students  living  in  residence  halls)  and  let  them  know  everything  vi'as 
going  to  be  OK,  because  it  was  hard  for  them  too  since  we  didn't  have 
television  or  radio  to  know  what  was  happening." 

Tabitha  Williams,  a  Southern  Miss  English  major  from  Biloxi,  works 
as  a  resident  assistant  and,  like  Armstrong,  was  in  Hattiesburg  helping 
students  ride  out  Katrina.  Like  Armstrong,  Williams  said  the  funds 
from  the  Katrina  legislation  helped  her  to  continue  attending  Southern 
Miss. 

"My  family  lost  their  house,  a  car  and  we  had  two  other  cars  that  were 
damaged  by  the  storm,"  said  Williams,  who  is  studying  to  become  an 
English  teacher.  "They  were  without  work  for  a  while,  but  the  bills  kept 
coming  in  nevertheless,  and  they  were  going  through  so  much  stress 
from  the  whole  ordeal.  So  it  was  really  a  blessing  for  me  and  my  parents 
to  be  able  to  receive  this  assistance,  so  I  wouldn't  have  to  depend  soleh" 
on  them  for  support." 
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Call  1-877-654-HOPE  today  to 

open  an  insured  Hurricane  Rebuilding  CD. 

Our  homes  may  be  broken.  But  never  our  spirits.  And  the  next  step 
Is  as  clear  as  the  si^  after  a  storm-rebuild.  At  HOPE,  nourishing 
businesses,  homes  and  distressed  communities  in  Louisiana  and 
Mississippi  has  been  our  mission  for  more  than  a  decade. 

In  the  wake  of  Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita,  that  mission  has 
never  been  more  important  To  make  a  difference  in  this  time 
of  need,  we  offer  the  Hunicane  Rebuilding  CD  and  several  other 
federally  insured  HOPE  products  that  allow  you  to  safiely  invest  your 
resources  in  a  region  that  is  close  to  your  heart  Most  importantly, 
your  deposit  will  be  used  to  help  survivors  rebuild  their  homes, 
families  and  communities. 

We  urge  you  to  join  in  this  great  mission  today  by  calling  our  toll- 
free  number,  or  by  visiting  www.hopecu.org  and  downloading  an 
application. 
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Thad  Cochran  Center  Named  at  Southern  Miss  — 

$34  million  Project  Adds  270,000  Square  Feet  to  Student  Union 


■  The  University  is  honoring  one  of  Mississippi's  most  distin- 
guished statesmen  and  a  longtime  friend  of  the  University  by  nam- 
ing its  new,  state-of-the-art  university  center  m  honor  of  U.S.  Sen. 
Thkd  Cochran.  A  dedication  ceremony  is  scheduled  for  Oct.  28. 

"Sen.  Cochran  has  been  a  great  friend  to  Southern  Miss,  and  we 
feel  this  is  a  httmg  tribute  to  someone  who  has  worked  tirelessly  for 
this  university  as  well  as  for  higher  education  in  Mississippi,"  said 
President  Shelby  Thames.  "His  recent  work  to  secure  legislation 
helping  students  and  those  in  the  Gulf  South  affected  by  Hurricane 
Katrina  is  another  great  example  of  true  statesmanship.  We're  lucky 
to  have  him  representing  Mississippi  in  Washington." 

Southern  Miss  President  Emeritus  Aubrey  K.  Lucas  also  praised 
Cochran  for  his  contributions  to  the  University.  "His  unwavering 
support  of  the  National  Endowment  for  the  Humanities  and  the 
National  Endowment  for  the  Arts  has  benefited  this  university 
significantly  through  the  years,"  Lucas  said.  "His  appreciation  of 
the  role  of  research  in  a  university  has  also  provided  substantial 
funding  at  Southern  Miss  for  food  and  nutrition,  the  sciences, 
the  innovation  and  commercialization  center  and  other  areas. 
This  recognition  of  Senator  Cochran  is  long  overdue." 

The  $34  million  project,  which  is  an  expansion  of  the  Southern 
Miss  R.C  Cook  Student  Union,  began  four  years  ago  and  adds 
270,000  square  feet  of  additional  space  to  the  present  facility.  The 
four-story  structure  will  be  home  to  Barnes  &  Noble,  an  elaborate 
dining  faciUty,  conference  rooms  and  a  ballroom.  The  Cochran 
Center  is  expected  to  open  this  summer. 

Southern  Miss  officials  expect  the  facility  to  be  a  model  student 
center  to  enhance  the  student  experience  at  the  University  "It  will 
heighten  our  ability  to  recruit  students  and  to  engage  our  student 
body  as  active  members  of  the  University  community,"  said  Dr.  Joe 
Paul,  vice  president  for  Student  Affairs. 

"Fm  excited  about  the  center  being  named  for  Sen.  Cochran,"  Paul 
said.  "He's  done  so  much  for  Southern  Miss,  not  just  in  the  wake  of 
Hurricane  Katrina,  but  for  as  long  as  he's  been  in  Congress.  He  was 
integral  in  taking  our  polymer  science  program  to  the  next  level  and 
has  helped  us  in  countless  other  ways." 

After  serving  in  the  U.S.  House  of  Representatives  from  Mississippi's 
fourth  district,  Cochran  was  elected  to  the  United  States  Senate  in 
1978,  becoming  the  first  Republican  in  more  than  a  century  to  wan  a 
statewide  election  in  Mississippi.  He  was  re-elected  in  1984  with  over 
50  percent  of  the  votes  cast;  in  1990  he  was  unopposed;  and  in  1996 
he  was  re-elected  to  a  fourth  term  in  the  Senate  v^th  over  70  percent  of 
the  votes.  His  margin  of  victory  in  the  2002  election  was  85  percent. 

Cochranis  currently  serving  as  chair  of  the  Senate  Appropriations 
Committee  and  is  a  member  of  the  Rules  Committee.  He  has 
also  served  as  chairman  of  the  Senate  Republican  Conference; 


Sen.  Thad  Cochran,  second  from  left,  tours  the  university  center  with  University 
officials  and  members  of  Mississippi's  College  Board. 

the  Agriculture,  Nutrition,  and  Forestry  Committee;  and  the 
Homeland  Security  Appropriations  Subcommittee.  His  legisla- 
tive record  includes  the  sponsorship  of  the  National  Missile 
Defense  Act  of  1999,  the  Campaign  Finance  Reform  Act,  as  well 
as  key  provisions  of  several  farm  bills. 

Cochran  has  also  written  legislation  supporting  education  pro- 
grams such  as  teacher  training,  vocational  education,  libraries, 
and  educational  television.  Numerous  university-based  research 
projects  have  been  funded  with  Cochran's  assistance,  including  the 
Polymer  Science  Center  at  Southern  Miss. 

"I  think  that  it's  quite  fitting  and  appropriate  that  the 
new  university  center  be  named  in  honor  of  Sen.  Cochran," 
said  Danny  Mitchell,  president  of  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni 
Association.  "Students,  faculty,  staff,  Southern  Miss  alumni  and 
Mississippians  for  generations  to  come  should  be  aware  of  the 
legacy  of  Sen.  Cochran  and  his  role  in  assuring  not  only  the 
success  of  our  great  university,  but  the  success  of  an  important 
region  of  our  state  as  well." 
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All  events  are  subject  to  change  and  should  be  confirmed.  Any  questions  regarding  these  events  can  be  directed  to  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  at  alumni  a 
usm.edu,  or  call  601.266.5013.  Please  visit  www.SouthernMissAlumni.com  for  the  most  up-to-date  calendar.  All  events  are  located  on  the  Southern  Miss  campus 
unless  otherwise  noted.  For  information  on  tickets,  call  601.266.5418,  unless  otherwise  noted. 


18 


18-20 


20-20 


24-28 


JUM. 


Baton  Rouge  Dinner  •  Drusillas 
Seafood  Restaurant  •  6:30  p.m. 
Golden  Eagle  Baseball  vs.  UCF  •  Pete 
Taylor  Park 

The  Professional  Bull  Riders  Enterprise 
Tour  •  James  Lynn  Cartlidge  Forrest 
County  Multi  Purpose  Center  •  7:30  p.m. 
Conference  USA  Baseball  Tournament  • 
Houston,  Texas 


2  Orchestra  Pops  Benefit 

Concert  •  Saenger 

Theater  •  7:30  p.m. 
10         Mississippi  Picnic  in 

Central  Park  •  Central  Park  •  New 

York,  N.Y.  •  Noon 
18-23     Leadership  Studies  Program  •  For 

more  information,  call  601.266.5236. 


23-24     Mississippi  on  the  Mall  •  Friday  evening 
dinner  •  Saturday  festival  •  For  more 
Information,  contact  Blake  Hamm  at 
DC  Golden  Eagles@yahoo.com. 

25-30     Summer  Gifted  Studies  Program  •  For 
more  Information,  call  601.266.5236. 

9-  28     Summer  Program  for  Academically 

Talented  Youth  •  For  more 

information,  call  601.266.5236. 
13-14    Jeff  Bower  Golf  Tournament  • 

Hattlesburg  Country  Club 
20         Jackson  All  Star  Party  •  Mississippi  Trade 

Mart  •  Social  -  5  p.m..  Dinner  -  6:30  p.m. 
27         Gulf  Coast  Beach  Bash  •  IP  Casino, 

Biloxi  ■  Social  -  5  p.m..  Dinner  -  6  p.m. 

12         Eagle  Fan  Fare  •  USM  Payne  Center  • 
5:30  p.m. 


SOUTHERNMISSTRIVIA 

HOW  WELL  DO  YOU  KNOW  YOUR  ALMA  MATER? 
TEST  YOUR  KNOWLEDGE  TO  FIND  OUT. 


Do  you  recognize  these  important  dates  in 
Soutliern  IVIiss  history? 

March  30, 1910 

Sept.  18, 1912 

Oct.  29, 1932 

Feb.  27, 1962 

IVIay  15, 1998 

Turn  to  Page  54  to  find  out  what 
occurred  on  these  days. 


ANl^mNC^iTG 


2006  Southern  Arena  Theatre 


Productions 


The  Game  €>u^ave  and  Chance 


by  marivaux  (translatimvjby  Stephen  Wddsworth) 


Around  the  Worldjin  Eighty  Days 


TheiGood  Doctor 


Photo  by  Fred  Lloyd 
.  ;atea//yhoo/SAT2005) 

For  more  information,  call  the 

Department  of  Theatre  and  Dance  at 

601.266.4994  or  e-mail  theatre@usm.edu. 


>rRiNO  :ooo 
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NEW  ASSOCIATION  PROGRAMS: 

A  SOCIAL  CAPITAL  BOON  ° 


In  Robert  Putnam's  groundbreaking  book  "Bowling  Ak^ne,"  the 
author  warns  of  a  disturbing  trend  —  Americans  have  become 
increasingly  disconnected  from  family,  friends  and  neighbors. 
Putnam  introduces  the  term  social  capital,  which  he  describes  as  the 
fabric  of  connections  with  each  other,  and  cautions  that  the  price  of 
social  capital  stock  has  plummeted. 

Alumni  associations  across  the 
country  are  not  immune  to  the  trends 
Putnam  describes.  Attendance  at 
alumni  chapter  events  and  activities 
IS  down  nationwide,  and  volunteer 
leadership  has  become  more  dik 
ficult  to  find. 

The  Southern  Miss  Alumni 
Association's  pre-emptive  answer 
to  those  trends  comes  in  the  form 
of  a  pair  of  initiatives,  the  Alumni 
Ambassador  and  Constituent 
Society  programs.  The  programs 
are  intended  to  supplement  the 
Association's  current  chapter  pro- 
gram. 

"The  programs  are  making  his- 
tory," said  Bob  Pierce,  executive 
director  of  the  Alumni  Association. 
"This  has  never  been  done  at  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi. 
Our  staff,  specifically  our  coordi- 
nator of  constituent  services  Dawn 
Smith,  has  given  a  great  deal  of 
energy  and  effort  to  the  develop- 
ment of  the  programs,  and  we 
feel  very  strongly  that  they  will  be 
tremendous  successes." 

Alumni  ambassadors,  who  will 
serve  as  haison  for  the  Universitx- 
and  the  Alumni  Association  with 
alumni  in  an  area,  have  been 
appointed  in  a  number  of  geo- 
graphic regions.  'While  the  respon- 
sibilities of  an  alumni  ambassador 
are  less  than  those  of  chapter  presi- 
dents, there  may  be  more  than  one 
alumni  ambassador  in  an  area,  and  the  ambassador  may  recruit 
volunteers  to  assist  with  various  single  events  or  projects. 

Constituent  societies  are  groups  created  based  on  professional  or 
special  interests.  These  groups  are  brought  together  by  a  common 
connection  to  a  particular  facet  of  alumni  life. 


Susan  Riley,  a  Certified  Public  Accountant  with  Nicholson  &  Company,  P.A.,  will 
serve  as  president  of  the  Accounting  Constituent  Society. 


Chad  Cornett,  assistant  vice  president  of  economic  development  with  the  Area 
Development  Partnership  in  Hattiesburg,  will  serve  as  president  of  the  Economic 
Development  Constituent  Society. 


'While  additional  constituent  societies  will  be  formed  in  the 
future,  the  Association  is  launching  the  program  with  four  groups 
-  accounting,  economic  development,  law  and  minority.  'Volunteer 
leaders  have  stepped  forward  to  serve  as  society  presidents,  and 
activities  and  events  are  being  planned.  Serving  as  society  presidents 
are  Chad  Cornett  of  Hattiesburg,  economic  development;  Marcus 

Kmcaid  of  Louisville,  minority; 
Susan  Riley  of  Sumrall,  account- 
ing; and  Jim  Warren  of  Jackson, 
law.  The  law  constituent  society's 
hrst  event  will  be  held  May  20  and 
will  feature  a  continuing  education 
seminar  followed  by  tailgating  at 
the  Southern  Miss  baseball  game 
against  UCE 

Pierce  said  the  addition  of  the 
constituent  society  program  was  a 
necessary  alternative  to  the  estab- 
lished geographic  chapter  pro- 
gram. 

"Like  virtually  every  alumni 
association  in  the  country,  we  have 
not  been  immune  from  the  chal- 
lenges of  generating  attendance  at 
local  alumni  chapter  meetings  in 
the  same  areas.  'We  are  concerned 
with  this  nationwide  participa- 
tion trend,"  Pierce  said.  "These 
programs  address  that  issue. 
Alumni  ambassadors  have  been 
appointed,  and  we  are  initiating 
the  Constituent  Society  Program 
with  four  groups.  'We  have  good 
leadership  in  place  to  ensure  those 
groups  are  successful,  and  the  pos- 
sibilities are  endless  as  the  pro- 
grams will  continue  to  grow." 

Alumni  are  encouraged  to  join 
more  than  one  group  if  applicable 
and  can  do  so  online  on  respective 
group  pages. 


Contact    information    for    each    group 
can  be  found  at 

www.SouthernMissAlumni.com 
•  Alumni  Groups 
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Have  Questions  About  Constituent  Societies? 

Here  are  a  few  that  have  already  been  asked. 

What  is  a  constituent  society? 

A  constituent  society  is  a  group  based  on  professional  or  special  interest 
brought  together  by  a  common  connection  to  a  particular  facet  of  alumni 
life. 

What  is  the  purpose  of  a  constituent  society? 

Constituent  societies  support  the  mission  of  the  Alumni  Association  by  pro- 
viding further  opportunities  for  involvement  vi'ith  and  connections  to  the 
University  and  other  alumni. 

How  do  constituent  societies  affect  the  current 
chapter  program? 

The  Constituent  Society  Program  is  intended  to  supplement  the  chapter  program. 
Activities  and  events  will  still  be  held  for  alumni  living  in  some  geographic  alumni 
areas.  For  information  on  a  chapter  or  alumni  ambassador  in  your  area,  visit  www. 
SouthemMissAlunmi.com  and  click  on  the  Alumni  Groups  link. 

Current  constituent  groups  include  the  following 


Accounting 

President:  Susan  Riley 
-  CPA,  Nicholson  & 
Company,  PA. 


1^,  For  more  information,  visit 
www.SouthernMissAlumni.com 

•  Alumni  Groups 

•  Accounting  Constituent 
Society 


Economic  Development 
President:  Chad  Cornett        ^ 

-  assistant  vice 
president  of  economic 
development. 
Area  Development 
Partnership 


''^,  For  more  information,  visit 
www.SoutliernMissAlumni.com 

•  Alumni  Groups 

•  Economic  Development 
Constituent  Society 


Jim  Warren  -  attorney,  Carroll,  Warren  & 


1^  For  more  information,  visit 
www.SouthernMissAlumni.com 

•  Alumni  Groups 

•  Law  Constituent  Society 


Minority 

President:  Marcus  Kincaid 


financial  advisor,  ING 


'!|^.  For  more  information,  visit 
www.SouthemMissAtumni.com 

•  Alumni  Groups 

•  Minority  Constituent  Society 


Law  Society  Leading  the  Way 


SOUTHERN  MISSISSIPPI 


COaECF.  OF  AKTS  AND  LETTEIIS 


The  Southern  Miss  Law 
Society,  Juris  Sodalitas, 
one  of  four  groups 
forming  as  the  Alumni 
Associations  Constituent 
Society  Program  is  intro- 
duced, is  planning  its  ini- 
tial event. 

The  group  will  hold 
a  Continuing  Legal 
Education  (CLE)  event 
the  morning  of  Saturday, 
May  20  at  Southem  Miss 
and  will  host  a  tailgating 
area  in  the  Right  Field 
Roost  at  Pete  Taylor  Park 
prior  to  the  Southem 
Miss  baseball  game  with 
UCF  that  aftemoon. 

The  educational 

presentation  is  titled 
"Hot  Tips  &  Trends  for 
Mississippi  lawyers,"  and 
is   hosted   by   Barristers 

Educational  Seivices.  The  seminar  wUl  feature  10  segments 
on  new  law,  trends  and  advice  for  expenenced  practitio- 
ners and  is  approved  by  the  Mississippi  Commission  on 
Continuing  Legal  Education  for  four  hours  of  CLE  credit, 
including  one  hour  of  ethics. 

In  addition  to  hosting  its  first  e\'ent,  the  group  has  selected 
individuals  to  serve  on  the  initial  executi\'e  committee.  Jim 
Warren  will  serve  as  president  of  the  group,  and  other  execu- 
tive committee  members  include  Tre\'  Bobinger,  Leonard 
Van  Slyke,  Jimmy  Heidelberg,  Tro\'Jofmston,  Ed  Hatten,  Ed 
Williamson  and  Billy  Newnnan,  facult}'  representative. 

The  committee  sa}'s  the  main  goal  of  the  constituent  group 
will  be  to  provide  scholarships  for  incoming  freshmen  in  an 
effort  to  recmit  high-qualit)'  students.  The  scholarships  will 
generally  be  geared  toward  pre-law  students. 

The  societ)'  will  charge  a  small  membership  fee  that  will 
assist  the  funding  of  scholarships. 

"There  will  be  a  lov^-er,  broad-based  giving  level  for  mem- 
bersfiip,  as  well  as  a  higher  lex'el  for  more  significinl  contri- 
butions," Wanen  said.  "We  are  proposing  diat  the  lower  level 
be  renewable  annually  and  allow  people  to  get  mvoh-ed,  and 
the  higher  level  should  grant  lifetime  membership." 


1^  To  register  for  the  May  20  event,  go  to 
\\^\-w.SoutlicrnMissAlumni. com/law 

www.SouthernMissAlumni.com 

•  Alumni  Groups 

•  Law  Constituent  Society 
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Association  Introduces  Ground-brea!<ing  Program 


/^SOCIETY 


Insuring  the  Future  of  the 
Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association 


Southern  Miss  alumni  age  75  to  85  can  now  potentially  make 
"  a  financial  contnbution  to  the  Ogletree  House  Campaign 
without  donating  a  penny  from  their  own  pockets. 

The  Ogletree  Society,  a  ground-breaking  new  program  of 
the  Alumni  Association,  is  designed  to  provide  supporters 
of  the  University  ages  75  to  85  and  in  generally  good 
health  with  personal  assets  of  more  than  $500,000  the 
opportunity  to  participate  in  the  campaign  at  no  cost. 
Participation  in  the  program  authorizes  the  Association  to  apply  to  purchase  a  life  insurance 
policy  on  the  individual,  and  if  approved,  the  Association  will  pay  the  first  month's  premium. 
The  Association  will  then  sell  the  policy  and  invest  the  proceeds  for  the  restoration  and  expan- 
sion of  the  Ogletree  House  as  well  as  other  vital  projects  and  programs  critical  to  the  future 
success  of  the  Association.  As  a  result  of  these  transactions,  the  participants  will  have  made 
a  significant  contribution  to  the  campaign  at  no  personal  cost.  Membership  of  the  Ogletree 
Society  will  be  displayed  on  a  plaque  in  a  prominent  location  in  the  new  Ogletree  House. 

In  June  2005,  the  Alumni  Association  launched  the  Ogletree  House  Campaign  to  secure  $3  mil- 
lion in  private  funding  to  restore  and  expand  the  Associations  home  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus. 
While  response  to  the  campaign  has  been  overwhelmingly  positive,  the  devastation  result- 
ing from  Hurricane  Katrina  has  increased  construction  costs. 

"Hurricane  Katrina  devastated  much  of  the  Gulf  South,"  said  Bob  Pierce,  executive  director 
of  the  Alumni  Association.  "As  a  result  of  rising  construction  costs,  the  planned  $3  miUion 
project  has  increased  in  cost  by  more  than  30  percent.  In  an  effort  to  secure  additional  funding 
necessary  to  complete  the  project,  the  Alumni  Association  has  created  the  Ogletree  Society." 

For  more  information  on  the  Ogletree  Society  or  for  other  participation  opportunities  in  the 
Ogletree  House  Campaign,  please  contact  Bob  Pierce  at  601.266.5013  or  bob.pierce@usm.edu. 


Requirement  for 
Participation 


Potential  donors  must 

have  a  relationship  with 
The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi; 


be  between  75  and  85  years  of  age; 

be  in  generally  good  health  and  V 
agree  to  take  an  in-home  physical; 

have  a  minimum  net  worth  (this 
includes  the  value  of  all  owned 
residences)  of  $500,000;  and 

recognize  that  their  ability  to  pur- 
chase additional  life  insurance  in 
the  future  may  be  limited. 


Diploma  Replacement  Program  an  Overwhelming  Success 


One  of  the  most  important  connec- 
tions to  the  University  is  being  restored 
for  hundreds  of  alumni,  as  diplomas 
lost  or  destroyed  due  to  Hurricane 
Katrina  are  being  replaced  in  a  joint 
effort  of  the  Alumni  Association  and 
the  Office  of  the  University  Registrar. 

Approximately  750  diploma  orders 
were  submitted  to  the  Association  prior 
to  the  March  3 1  deadline  with  requests 
expected  to  be  fulfilled  in  July. 

Hurricane  Katrina  destroyed  the 
homes  and  possessions  of  many 
Southern  Miss  alumni,  including 
JoAnna  Marie  Alfonso  Williams  '81, 
'82,  '88,  who  has  been  forced  to  move 
from  the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  to  the 
Jackson  area. 

"The  diplomas  are  part  of  my  histo- 
ry, as  I  spent  four  years  in  Hattiesburg 
earning  the  first  two  degrees  and 
earned  the  MBA  while  working 
for  Mississippi  Power  Company  in 
Gulfport,"  she  said.  "I  have  very 
fond  memories  of  my  time  at  USM, 
and  friends  I  made  there  are  friends 


to  this  day  I  am  pleased  that  the 
Alumni  Association  has  responded  to 
the  needs  of  so  many  Southern  Miss 
graduates  who  lost  their  diplomas  to 
Katrina's  wrath." 

While  an  original  deadline  to  con- 
tact the  Alumni  Association  for  diplo- 
ma replacement  had  been  set  for  Dec. 
15,  2005,  the  popular  program  was 
extended  to  March  31,  2006. 

"Due  to  an  overwhelming  response 
we  decided  to  extend  the  program," 
said  Jerry  DeFatta,  the  Association's 
associate  director  for  external  affairs. 
"Requests  for  replacement  diplomas 
were  being  submitted  consistently  and 
we  wanted  to  ensure  that  all  affected 
alumni  were  given  an  opportunity  to 
participate." 

In  September  2005,  the  Southern 
Miss  Alumni  Association  announced 
it  would  partner  with  the  Ofhce  of 
the  University  Registrar  to  replace  any 
diploma  of  Association  members  lost 
or  damaged  due  to  Hurricane  Katrina 
free  of  charge. 


Joel  and  Sophie  Rudman 
Gavin  and  Sherry  Langston 
Berry  and  Katherine  Gilleon 

Benny  and  Pam  Waddle 

Carlisle  and  Emily  Henderson 

Denice  D.  White 

Charles  E.  Breithaupt 

Scott  and  Bridget  Herrin 

Annie  Lemes  Bourg 

Marion  E  Glasco 

Trent  and  Meredith  Tull 

Gary  and  Barbara  Holt 

Kathryn  a.  Langston 

Jeff  and  Susan  Bankston 

Beverly  Henshaw  Young 

Brandon  James  Belote 

Anna  K.  Stevens 

Melissa  Jo  Sanchez 
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Among  the  Central  Mississippi  Chapter's  Scholarship  Recipients  are:  back  row, 
from  left,  Noelle  Lucas,  Lori  Knight,  Lemanuel  Bridges  and  Abbey  Phillips;  front 
row,  Christy  Pruitt  and  Brittany  McClure. 


South  Central  MS  Chapter  Announces  Scholarship  Winners 

The  South  Central  Mississippi 
Alumni  Chapter  has  awarded 
$500  one-time  scholarships  to 
eight  high  school  seniors  who  plan 
to  attend  the  University  beginning 
m  the  fall  2006  semester. 

The  scholarships  are  awarded 
based  on  academic  performance, 
extracurricular  activities  and 
community  involvement.  The 
chapter  represents  the  Mississippi 
counties  of  Covington,  Forrest, 
Jefferson  Davis,  Lamar,  Marion 
and  Perry. 

The  scholarship  winners 
include 

•Lemanuel  Bridges  (Petal  High 
School)  -  Bridges  serves  as  a  tutor 
for  elementary  school  students 
and  is  a  student  computer  techni- 
cian. He  is  the  son  of  Lisa  Bridges. 
In  the  fall  he  plans  to  major  m 
business  administration. 

•Lisa  Bums  (Forrest  County 
Agncultural  High  School)  -  Bums 
is  the  captain  of  the  color  guard 
and  also  participates  in  a  num- 
ber of  other  school  organizations. 
She  plans  to  join  the  Pride  of 
Mississippi  marching  band. 

•Lori  Knight  (Oak  Grove 
High  School)  -  Knight  is  the 
daughter  of  Charles  and  Cindy 
Knight.  She  is  the  dmm  major 
for  the  marching  band  and  is 
active  in  a  variety  of  other  orga- 


nizations. She  plans  to  pursue  a 
degree  in  sports  medicine. 

•Noelle  Lucus  (Sumrall  High 
School)  -  Lucus  is  the  daughter 
of  Tammy  Lucus.  She  has  held 
offices  in  several  school  orga- 
nizations and  has  been  part  of 
the  dance  team.  She  has  been 
accepted  into  the  Honors  College 
and  plans  to  major  in  nutrition. 

•Brittney  McClure  (North 
Forrest  High  School)  -  McClure 
is  the  daughter  of  Johnny  and 
Bridgett  McClure.  She  is  active 
in  a  number  of  organizations 
and  also  represented  her  school 
at  Girls  State  last  summer.  She 
will  major  in  biochemistry  vvdth 
plans  to  attend  medical  school. 

•Abbey  Phillips  (Oak  Grove  High 


School)  -  Phillips  is  the  daughter  of 
Dermis  and  Lenora  Phillips.  She  is 
active  in  several  school  and  com- 
munity organizations.  She  worked 
as  an  intem  with  media  relations  m 
the  fall  to  prepare  for  her  major  in 
sports  administration. 

•Christy  Pmitt  (Oak  Grove 
High  School)  -  Pmitt  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  Vennica  and  Anton  Newson. 
She  is  active  in  various  school 
activities  and  has  participated  in 
varsity  track  and  soccer.  She  plans 
to  pursue  a  degree  in  social  work. 

•Brandon  Tullos  (Forrest 
County  Agricultural  High  School) 
-  Tullos  is  the  son  of  Sherry  Tullos. 
He  has  served  in  various  class 
offices  and  as  team  captain  for  the 
football,  soccer  and  golf  teams. 


Chapter  Scholarships 

Chapter:  South  Central  MS 

Geographic  Region:  Covington, 

Forrest,  Jefferson  Davis,  Lamar, 

Marion  and  Perr)'  counties 

Scholarship  Awards:   Eight 

$500  one-time  scholarships  to 

high  school  seniors 

For  more  information, 

contact  Stacy  Breazeale  ai 

stacybreazeale@usm.edu. 


Chapter:  Gulf  Coast  Metro 

Geographic  Region:  Harrison, 

Hancock  and  Stone  counties 

Scholarship  Awards:  Multiple 

scholarships  to  high  school  seniors 

For  more  information, 

contact  Walt  Denton  at        ' 

walt@guiceagency.com. 


Chapter:  Southeast  MS  Chapter 

Geographic  Region:  Jackson  and 

George  counties 

Scholarship  Awards:  Three 

$1,000  one-time  scholarships ' 

high  school  seniors 

For  more  information, 

contact  Scott  Leslie  at 

scottleslie@prodig\-.net. 


New  Version  of  the  Official  Ring  Unveiled 


The  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  has 
announced  the  development  of  a  new  ver- 
sion of  the  Official  Ring  of  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi. 

Similar  to  the  original,  but  with  a  raised 
crovvm,  the  ring  offers  alumni  an  alternative  to 
the  traditional  ring,  which  was  unveiled  in  a 
ceremony  on  October  30,  2003. 

The  rings  features  symbolically  capture  the 
uniqueness  of  the  University. 

The  top  of  the  ring  is  modeled  after  the 
University  seal.  The  words  "The  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi"  surround  a  golden 
image  of  the  Aubrey  K.  Lucas  Administration 
Building  dome,  which  is  incased  m  black 
onyx.  The  top  of  the  ring  is  tied  together  by 
the  University's  founding  date  of  1910. 


On  one  side,  or  shank,  the  ring  holds  the 
images  of  a  golden  eagle  striking  m  front  of  the 
Friendship  Oak  with  the  nickname  "Golden 
Eagles"  below  and  to  the  left.  Under  this 
scene  are  the  University's  initials,  USM. 

The  other  shank  shows  the  Aubrey  K.  Lucas 
Administration  Building  under  a  beautiftil  Southern 
sky  The  acronym  of  the  Universit)'  motto ,  Southern 
Miss  to  the  Top!,  appears  in  a  scroll  under  the 
building.  Below  are  four  black-eyed  Susans,  the 
flower  from  which  the  Universit)'"s  black  and  gold 
colors  were  derived.  Each  black-e\'ed  Susan  repre- 
sents one  of  tlie  four  names  that  the  institution  has 
been  recognized  b)'  in  its  96-)'ear  liiston: 

For  more  information  about  the  ring,  con- 
tact Marcus  Nause,  the  Alumni  Association's 
manager  ot  programs,  at  601.266,5357. 
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Jeff  Bower 

Association  and 


Bower  to  Highlight  Spring  Events 

Appearances  by  Head 
Football  Coach  Jeff  Bower 
highlight  the  list  of  2006 
spring  and  summer  events 
announced  by  the  Southern 
Miss  Alumni  Association 
and  Eagle  Club. 

The  2006  Alumni 
Eagle  Club  events  offer  an 
opportunity  to  hear  more  about  these  plans  and 
the  upcoming  season  firsthand.  Alumni  and 
friends  of  the  University  are  invited  to  attend  to 
hear  more  about  spring  football,  recruiting,  and 
what's  new  with  Southern  Miss. 


Baton  Rouge  Alumni  and  Eagle  Club 
Dinner 

Drusillas  Seafood  Restaurant 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Dinner  -  6:30  p.m. 

For  more  information,  contact  Scott  Lanehart  at 
225.752.9017  or  e-mail  slanehart@lanehart.net. 


July  20 

Jackson  All  Star  Party 

Mississippi  Trade  Mart,  Jackson,  MS 
Social  -  5  p.m.  •  Dinner  -  6:30  p.m. 

For  more  information,  contact  Troy 
Johnston  at  601.427.0048  or  e-mail  tjohn- 
ston@harrisgeno.com 

Iiilu  97 
Gulf  Coast  Beach  Bash 

IP  Casino,  Biloxi,  MS 
Social  -  5-6  p.m. 
Dinner  -  6  p.m. 

For  information,  contact  Walt  Denton  at 
228.374.5983  or  email  walt@guiceagencycom. 

August  12 
Eagle  Fan  Fare 

USM  Payne  Center,  Hattiesburg,  MS 
5:30  p.m. 

For  more  information,  contact  Kristi  Pierce  at 
601.266.5485  or  e-mail  kristina.pierce@usm.edu. 


Past  President  Haas  Dies 

The  Alumni  Association  and  the 
University  lost  a  treasured  lead- 
er March  9,  2006,  when  Michael 
Durrett  Hass  '55,  1966-1967  national 
president  of  the  Association,  died  in 
Hancock  County 

Haas  was  instrumental  in  the  devel- 
opment of  what  was  then  the  Southern 
Miss  Gulf  Park  Alumni  Chapter,  and 
the  Association  honored  him  with  the 
Outstanding  Service  Award  in  1962. 

As  a  respected  practicing  attorney 
for  more  than  48  years,  Haas  was 
honored  immensely  for  his  service  to 
the  judicial  system. 

The  Hancock  County  Bar  Association 
also  honored  him  for  his  leadership  as 
longtime  Youth  Court  Judge,  where 
he  served  for  more  than  30  years  and 
received  the  honorary  position  of  Youth 
Court  Judge  Emeritus. 

Haas  IS  survived  by  his  wife  of  49 
years.  Myrtle  Jane  Wingo  Haas  '57,  six 
children  and  eight  grandchildren. 


Alumni  Leaders  Form  Presidential  Transition  Team 

A  new  leader  of  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  vidll  occupy  the  Aubrey  K.  Lucas 
Administration  Building  next  summer,  and  a 
special  committee  of  the  Alumni  Association 
has  been  appointed  to  ensure  that  the  voices  of 
alumni  are  heard  during  the  selection  process 
of  the  next  University  president. 

The  Association's  Board  of  Directors  has 
approved  the  creation  of  the  Southern  Miss 
Alumni  Association  Presidential  Transition 
Team,  a  15-person  committee  with  the  charge  of 
assisting  in  a  positive  way  the  search  for  a  new 
president.  In  May  2006,  University  President 
Dr.  Shelby  Thames  was  granted  a  one -year  con- 
tract extension,  extending  his  current  role  until 
May  20,  2007.  At  that  time,  he  will  return  to 
the  School  of  Polymers  and  High  Performance 
Materials  as  a  distinguished  research  professor. 

Team  members  were  appointed  by  Alumni 
Association   President   Danny   Mitchell.    The 
team  will  be  co-chaired  by  State  Auditor  Phil 
Bryant  and  Alumni  Associauon  Past  President  Rex  Kelly 

"Controlling  our  ovvn  destiny  is  an  absolute  must,"  Mitchell  said. 
"Phil  Bryant,  Rex  Kelly,  and  the  very  capable  appointees  I  have  named 
will  assure  that  the  process  is  representative  of  all  affected  parties  and 
that  the  University  and  IHL  (Institutions  of  Higher  Learning  Board  of 
Trustees)  are  satisfied  with  the  candidates  named." 

Kelly  agrees  it  is  the  responsibility  of  Southern  Miss  alumni  to 
monitor  and  contribute  to  the  process. 


Rex  Kelly 


"The  next  president  will,  and 
should,  be  named  by  the  IHL  Board," 
Kelly  said.  "However,  the  alumni  of 
Southern  Miss  have  a  large  stake  in 
the  outcome  of  the  presidential  search 
and,  therefore,  have  chosen  to  pro- 
vide a  forum  for  dialogue,  discussion, 
research  and  resolution." 

The  team  has  charted  an  initial  action 
plan  that  includes  visits  with  University 
officials,  including  Thames,  IHL  board 
members  and  Commissioner  Tom 
Meredith,  faculty,  staff,  and  students;  a 
needs  assessment;  candidate  research; 
and  communication  to  constituent 
groups  and  a  mass  audience. 

"It  is  the  role  of  the  team  to  ensure 
that  every  possible  effort  be  made  to 


Presidential  Transition 
Team  Members 

Hon.  Phil  Bryant  -  co-chair 
Mr.  Rex  Kelly -co-chair 

Ms.  Ashley  Cangelosi 

Mr  Max  Draughn 

Ms.  Sharon  Herrin 

Dr  James  Hutto 

Mr  Rickey  Jones 

Ms.  Wanda  Naylor 

Ms.  Christy  Pickering 

Mr  Mike  Ratliff 

Dr  Doug  Rouse 

Mr  Dale  Shearer 

Chief  Justice  Jim  Smith 

Hon.  Jim  Thomas 

Dr  Alvin  Williams 


secure  a  president  who  vvdU  have  the 

credentials,  skiff  set  and  professional  energy  to  continue  the  progress  of 
Southern  Miss,"  Kelly  said.  "The  purpose  of  the  team  is  to  ensure  the 
highest  quality  pool  of  applicants  possible  and  that  any  candidate  who 
may  be  seriously  considered  can  lead  Southern  Miss  with  distinction." 

The  team  has  begun  work  gathering  information  and  expects  to 
have  an  extensive  needs  assessment  completed  by  September  2006. 

""We  must  ensure  a  smooth  transition  and  create  an  environment 
at  Southern  Miss  that  will  attract  the  best  candidate  possible  for  our 
next  president,"  Bryant  said.  "The  process  should  be  open  as  well 
as  cooperative." 
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Shoes  to  Fill 


By  Ethan  Bratton 


When  Gene  Gouaux  arrived  on  Southern  Miss'  campus  in  2003 
he  knew  he  had  big  footsteps  to  follow,  but  he  didn't  let  that  stop 
him  from  achieving  his  dream  of  becoming  Student  Government 
Association  (,SGA)  president. 

Gouaux  (pronounced  "Go"),  a  junior  accounting  major  from 
Thibodaux,  La.,  is  the  younger  brother  of  2004  Homecoming  Queen 
and  2003-2004  SGA  Attorney  General  Allison  Gouaux,  the  latter  a 
position  he  helped  her  achieve  by  serv- 
ing as  her  campaign  manager.  Ask  him 
about  his  sister  and  Gouaux  will  tell 
you  how  honored  he  is  to  follow  her 
as  a  campus  leader.  In  fact  in  his  inau- 
gural address,  Gouaux  thanked  Allison 
"for  paving  the  way  with  a  smile. . .  I'll 
always  be  known  at  Southern  Miss  as 
the  famous  AlHson's  little  brother,  but 
that's  alright  with  me." 

Gouaux,  however,  stepped  out  of 
her  shadow  when  he  was  elected  SGA 
president  in  February  with  62.8  per- 
cent of  the  vote. 

He  campaigned  on  a  platform  based 
on  improving  current  campus  services 
and  not  promising  unattainable  goals. 

"While  campaigning  I  made  the 
promise  that  everything  our  admin- 
istration will  pursue  v^dll  be  some- 
thing that  benehts  every  student  on 
this  campus,"  Gouaux  said.  "Over  this 
past  month,  we've  already  begun  lay- 
ing the  groundwork  for  an  extreme- 
ly well-planned  year.  We've  spoken 
with  Coke  officials  about  the  use  of 
ID  cards  in  their  vending  machines. 
We've  met  with  the  staff  at  the  library 
to  extend  their  hours  during  finals 
week,  which  took  place  at  the  end 
of  the  spring  semester.  We've  spoken 


to    the    Department    of    International    Gene  Gouaux  celebrated  his  inauguration  as  SGA  president  and  Soutliern 
Education,  Aramark  officials.  Student    Miss' establisliment  as  an  institution  on  Founders' Day. 

Activities,  and  the  list  goes  on." 

Beyond  what  he  promised  during  his  campaign,  Gouaux  has 
announced  the  creation  of  meet-and-greet  days,  with  all  SGA  officials, 
including  executive  officers,  cabinet  members,  senators  and  judi- 
cial board  members,  making  themselves  available  once  a  month  in 


Shoemaker  Square,  various  academic  buildings  and  residence  halls  to 
hear  students'  opinions.  He  has  also  formed  a  focus  group  of  diverse 
students  tasked  to  represent  the  student  body.  The  group  will  meet 
every  couple  of  weeks  to  report  feedback  on  a  number  of  campus- 
wide  topics. 

When  hearing  him  speak,  it  is  evident  that  Gouaux  takes  pnde 
in  both  Southern  Miss  and  its  students,  "People  often  run  for  posi- 
tions for  the  power  and  the  title,  but  I 
can  say  that  my  heart  is  truly  in  this," 
Gouaux  said.  "The  question  I  got  most 
often  on  the  campaign  trail  was.  'Why 
do  you  want  to  be  president?'  The 
answer  is  simple.  I  ran  for  president 
to  have  the  ability  to  influence  the  life 
of  the  every-day  student  m  the  best 
manner  possible.  I  have  never  been 
as  passionate  about  anything  as  I  am 
about  serving  [the  student  body]  to  the 
best  of  my  ability  I  never  wanted  to 
be  powerful  or  a  great  politician.  My 
goal  has  only  been  to  ser\'e  others,  and 
this  IS  where  I  feel  I  can  do  it  best." 

And  while  Gouaux  has  proven  him- 
self as  a  capable  Student  Government 
Association  leader,  the  SGA  is  just  one 
part  of  Gouaux's  extensive  on-campus 
resume.  He  has  held  offices  or  has 
been  an  active  member  in  a  number  of 
other  organizations,  including  record- 
ing secretar}-  for  Men  of  Excellence. 
secretar}'  and  junior  advisor  of  sopho- 
more honor  societx"  Lambda  Sigma, 
a  freshman  mentor,  a  Southern  Style 
2005  member,  a  representative  on  the 
Student  /  Faculty  Committee  for  Now 
Student  Organizations  and  member  ol 
the  Catholic  Student  Organization. 

Gouaux  ended  his  inaugural  address 
with  a  tribute  to  the  immortal  words  ot 
the  late  Fowell  Ogletree,  "E\'en'  vear  at 
our  Founders'  Day  Ceremom-,  our  \er\'  owti  Powell  Ogletree  would 
stand  and  remind  us  that  'It's  great  to  be  a  Golden  Eagle."  On  a  dav 
like  toda}-,  one  with  all  exes  gazing  into  the  future.  I  can't  help  but 
think  that  toda\'  is  a  great  day  to  be  a  Golden  Eagle,  but  [I]  know  that 
tomorrow  will  be  an  even  better  one." 
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LUCIUS  FORECASTS  THE 
STATE'S  FUTURE 


Mike  Lucius 


By  Ethan  Bratton 

For  more  than  24  years, 
Hattiesburg  native  Mike 
Lucius  '81  has  been  work- 
ing m  the  Mississippi  state 
government,  where  he  cur- 
rently serves  as  director  of 
the  Office  of  Bond  Advisory 
within  the  Department  of 
Finance  and  Administration. 
While  he's  held  a  number 
of  positions  in  government 
throughout  the  years,  Lucius 
has  been  working  in  his  cur- 
rent job  in  the  finance  and 
administration  department 
since  April  2002. 
As  director  of  the  Bond 
Advisory  Board,  he  is  responsible  for  projecting  general  fund  rev- 
enues. He  determines  the  possible  amount  of  available  state  money 
to  disperse  throughout  the  state  budget,  and  allocates  to  elementary 
schools,  high  schools,  junior  and  community  colleges  and  universities 
the  education  enhancement  fund,  the  proceeds  coming  from  a  one 
cent  sales  tax  increase  during  former-governor  Kirk  Fordice's  admin- 
istration. Lucius  also  maintains  the  records  of  all  bonds  authorized  by 
the  state  legislature  and  bonds  issued  or  sold  by  the  state  through  his 
association  with  the  state  bond  commission  whose  members  include 
the  governor,  treasurer  and  attorney  general. 

Lucius  makes  analyses  based  on  estimates  signed  by  the  governor. 
He  reports  the  state's  revenues  this  fiscal  year  have  exceeded  original 
estimates  by  $245.8  million. 

"As  a  result  of  the  state's  leadership  and  their  ability  to  manage 
funds  well,  we  have  seen  good  economic  times  even  with  the  destruc- 
tion from  Katrina,"  he  said.  "The  need  for  additional  labor,  tools  and 
materials  are  definitely  reflected  in  the  increased  revenue,  but  we're 
also  looking  to  advise  caution  not  to  over  extend." 

Lucius'  projections  for  the  next  24  to  36  months  are  promising, 
but  he  warns  that  does  not  mean  another  unpredictable  event,  like 
Hurricane  Katrina,  could  change  those  projections  significantly. 

With  significant  destruction  as  seen  vvath  Katrina,  concerns  arise  about 
the  bond  rating  of  a  state.  A  bond  rating  is  the  grade  bonds  get  in  refer- 
ence to  their  possibility  of  defaulting.  The  highest  bond  rating  is  AAA  and 
the  lowest  is  D;  the  state  of  Mississippi  has  an  AA  bond  rating. 


"Through  our  state's  leadership,  we  were  able  to  avoid  a  negative 
credit  rating  (after  Katrina),"  Lucius  said.  "The  state  was  placed  on  a 
watch  list  for  the  possibility  of  a  negative  credit  ratings,  but  we  were 
taken  off  fairly  quickly  and  business  is  back  to  normal.  Mississippi 
bonds  are  a  best  buy  for  someone  interested  in  investing." 

He  takes  pride  in  the  work  he  does  to  aid  the  state. 

"I  enjoy  analyzing  the  status  of  the  state  so  I  can  advise  its  leaders," 
Lucius  said. 

With  his  son  Andrew,  a  sophomore  music  major,  attending  the 
University,  Lucius,  an  avid  Southern  Miss  Golden  Eagle  football  fan, 
has  the  opportunity  to  return  to  the  University  many  times  during 
the  year. 

"Absolutely  I  make  it  back,"  Lucius  said.  "With  football  games  or 
guitar  recitals,  I  try  to  make  it  back  at  least  once  a  month." 

He  credits  Southern  Miss  for  helping  him  get  where  he  is  today. 

"When  I  started  school,  I  was  an  accounting  major  and  then  I 
changed  to  criminal  justice,"  he  said.  "My  biggest  influence  in  the 
change  was  Col.  Tyler  Fletcher  who  pushed  me  to  forget  business  as 
my  major.  I  made  business  my  minor  and  by  combining  law  enforce- 
ment and  business,  my  education  has  put  me  in  the  roles  that  Fve 
been  in  state  government." 


"I'VE  STAYED  IN  MISSISSIPPI  BECAUSE 

OF  MY  FAMILY  AND  BECAUSE  I  WANT  TO 

GIVE  BACK  TO  A  UNIVERSITY  AND  STATE 

THAT  HAVE  GIVEN  ME  SO  MUCH." 


He  said  the  Hattiesburg  campus  has  changed  a  lot  since  he  was 
a  student  and  believes  the  International  Building,  which  opened  in 
2005,  was  a  significant  addition  to  the  campus. 

Lucius  feels  the  people  he  met  and  the  relationships  he  made  are  as 
important  as  the  education  he  received  from  the  University 

He  said  he  appreciates  "the  friendships  and  sense  of  family  fostered 
by  the  University,"  and  has  applied  lessons  learned  as  a  student  to  his 
life  after  leaving  Southern  Miss. 

Lucius  got  his  first  taste  of  government  work  in  the  early  80s  when, 
under  Governor  William  Winter's  administration  in  the  Division  of 
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As  director  of  the  Office  of  Bond  Advisory,  IVIil<e  Lucius  '81  is  responsible  for  projecting 
IVIississippi's  general  fund  revenues. 
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phone  601-758-i499  toll  free  1-866-4IS-0320 

www.artwitliflair.com 


Sumrall  Framing  &  Printing,  located  in 
Sumrall,  Mississippi,  along  with  its 
marketing  arm,  Art  with  Flaii-  has  tlie 
experience  and  expertise  to  handle  yotn 
framing  and  fine  art  printing.  We 
are  trusted  b}'  museums  and 
collectors  nationwide.  Sumrall 
Framing  &  Printing  also  has  fine 
gifts  including  Arthm-  Comt  Serve 
Wear,  unique  pottery  by  Mississippi 
artisans  and  beautiful  photo  frames. 

Visit  om'  web  site, 
www.ai-twithflair.com,  to  \'iew  some 
of  the  best  art  the  sovith  has  to 
offer 


Medicaid,  he  worked  as  field  officer  and  eventually  started 
planning  and  implementing  policies.  While  working  for  the 
Medicaid  division,  he  built  cost  models  for  the  ofhce  to  project 
future  cost  for  program  planning.  The  cost  models  consisted  of 
analyzing  age,  geography,  availably  of  aid  and  other  factors  to 
determine  the  amount  of  money  needed  to  fund  the  program 
for  people  across  the  state.  While  Lucius'  model  was  originally 
designed  for  seven  or  eight  years'  use,  it  wasn't  until  recently, 
more  than  15  years  since  it  was  proposed,  that  the  model  was 
updated. 

Since  his  start,  Lucius  has  worked  under  five  different  gov- 
ernors of  Mississippi.  Under  Fordice,  Lucius  ser\'ed  as  a  special 
advisor  to  the  governor. 

He  has  served  as  an  intermediate  accountant  and  auditor  m 
the  State  Auditor's  Ofhce  and  as  a  senior  budget  analyst  for  the 
Department  of  Finance  and  Administration. 

Lucius  has  also  served  as  the  executive  office  director  for  the 
Office  of  Budget  and  Fund  Management,  deputy  director  of 
both  the  Mississippi  Gaming  Commission  and  the  Mississippi 
State  Personnel  Board,  deputy  commissioner  for  hnance  and 
administration  of  the  Mississippi  Department  of  Corrections 
and  assistant  to  the  commissioner  of  the  Mississippi  Department 
of  Transportation. 

Prior  to  his  current  position,  Lucius  sers'ed  as  director  of 
support  services  for  the  Mississippi  Department  of  Wildlife. 
Fisheries,  and  Parks.  In  that  position,  he  was  m  charge  of  bud- 
get, accounting  and  revenue,  among  other  duties. 

With  each  of  his  prior  endeavors  Lucius  learned  something 
that  helps  him  m  his  current  position. 

"Almost  every  job  I've  held  in  the  state  government  has  dealt 
with  projecting  revenue  and  expenses  and  also  general  admin- 
istrative duties."  Lucius  said.  "Through  m\"  prior  positions, 
I've  got  a  great  working  knowledge  of  the  different  challenges 
agencies  have.  No  agency  operates  exacth'  the  same,  but  there 
is  a  general  guideline." 

While  he  has  been  offered  positions  in  other  states  and  for 
other  companies  outside  the  go\-ernmcnt,  Lucius  feels  he  can 
best  serve  his  home  state. 

"I've  sta)'ed  in  Mississippi  because  of  m\'  family  and  because 
I  want  to  giN'e  back  to  a  l'm\'ersu\'  and  state  that  have  given 
me  so  much." 

Lucius  and  his  wife,  Angela,  Ine  m  Brandon.  Lucius"  daugh- 
ter, Amanda,  is  a  high  school  junior,  and  she  plans  to  enroll  at 
the  Universitx-  as  a  broadcast  journalism  major  in  Fall  2007. 
Angela's  seven-\-ear-old  son,  Garrett,  is  in  clementan.-  school. 
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E.  Douglas  Kenna  Jr. 


Dr.  Lynn  Cook  Hartwig 


A 

Family  Affair 


E.D.  Kenna  Sr. 


Kenna's  $250,000  Planned  Gift  to  Support 
Relative's  Accomplishments 


By  Hazel  James  Cole 


Known  nationally  for  his  business  acumen  and  philanthropy,  Edgar 
Douglas  Kenna  Jr.  has  added  the  education  of  future  generations  of 
Southern  Miss  students  to  his  exponential  list  of  good  deeds. 

Kenna  recently  made  a  $250,000  commitment  through  a  planned 
gift  to  the  Lynn  Cook  Hartwig  Endowment  m  Community  Health.  This 
generous  contnbution  comes  not  only  from  philanthropic  motives,  but 
also  from  a  more  personal  interest. 

"The  Community  Health  School  was  started 
by  my  niece,  and  she  worked  hard  in  her  last 
years  to  make  it  happen,"  said  Doug  Kenna 
Jr  of  the  late  Dr.  Lynn  Cook  Hartwig,  who 
founded  the  Center  for  Community  Health  at 
Southern  Miss  and  served  as  its  first  director. 
"She  initially  made  a  gift  honoring  my  father 
and  that's  how  it  all  got  started." 

Hartvwg  passed  away  April  26,  1996,  after 
a  lengthy  battle  with  breast  cancer.  She  cre- 
ated the  E.D.  Kenna  Sr.  Award  in  the  College 
of  Health  through  a  bequest  in  memory  of 
her  grandfather,  who  was  appointed  by  Gov. 
John  Bell  Williams  to  serve  as  the  first  direc- 
tor of  the  Mississippi  Council  on  Agmg.  This 
award  rewards  faculty  members  for  their 
excellence  and  service  to  the  elderly 

A  Southern  Miss  alumna,  Hartwig's  dream 
to  provide  Mississippians  with  better  health 
care  led  her  to  then  University  President  Dr. 
Aubrey  Lucas,  who  supported  her  efforts  to 
start  the  community  health  program. 

"The  program,  under  her  hard  work,  was 
not  only  started,  but  it  was  nationally  accred- 
ited by  the  time  she  died.  It  was  a  full-fledged  program  with  faculty,  staff 
and  students  under  a  national  accreditation  umbrella,"  said  Dr  Geoff 
Hartwig,  Lynns  husband  who  is  a  neurologist  with  Hattiesburg  Clinic. 
"Doug  Kenna  has  seen  fit  to  substantially  advance  the  family's  efforts  to 
help  realize  Lynn's  dream  by  this  single  award  contribution  since  her 


Planned  gifts  allow  donors  to 
leave  educational  legacies 

Planned  giving  helps  donors  achieve  a  nunnber  of  very  attractive 
financial  advantages.  For  example,  a  properly  planned  gift  helps  to 

•  achieve  an  immediate  charitable  tax  deduction,  even 
though  the  gift  technically  will  not  be  received  by  The 
Foundatioa  until  later; 

•  earn  a  guaranteed,  minimally  taxable  income  for  the  rest 
of  your  life  or  the  life  of  a  loved  one; 

•  avoid  capital  tax  gains  on  highly  appreciated  assets,  such 
as  stocks  or  real  property:  or 

•  minimize  leaving  family  members  with  a  sizeable  inheri- 
tance tax  burden. 

Beyond  the  generous  tax  and  financial  benefits  associated  with 
planned  giving,  there  is  also  the  satisfaction  gifts  will  make  a  perma- 
nent difference  in  the  lives  of  countless  students  and  their  families. 
Here  are  some  specific  planned  giving  options: 

•  Charitable  Remainder  Trust 

•  Charitable  Lead  Trust 

•  Gift  Annuity 

•  Bequests 

•  Retirement  Plan  Assets 

•  Retained  Life  Estate 

•  Life  Insurance 
For  more  information  on  how  to  make  a  planned  gift,  please 
contact  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Foundation 
Planned  Giving  Officer  Keith  R.  Dale  at  601 .266.5375  or  1.888. 
GIVEUSM  (1.888.448.3876)  or  Keith.R.Dale@usm.edu. 


death,  made  m  her  honor.  This  allows  a  substantial  increase  m  the  abil- 
ity of  the  community  health  sciences  program  to  carry  out  the  goals  and 
direction  that  was  established  and  put  forth  by  Lynn  Cook  Hartwig." 

Eamily  members  have  continued  to  fulfill  their  loved  one's  dream 
with  scholarship  funds  and  to  promote  interest  m  community  health 
and  the  health  sciences.  Hattiesburg  Clinic  sponsors  an  annual  golf 
tournament  in  Hartwig's  honor. 

Kenna  also  designated  this  gift  to  Southern 
Miss  because  of  another  family  member's 
involvement.  "Lynn's  sister,  Kathy  (Pope), 
and  her  husband.  Randy,  have  been  very 
active  at  the  University  Initially  I  had  little 
contact  with  the  University,  but  I've  had  a 
corollary  interest  m  the  school  because  of 
my  niece  and  her  interest  in  the  University," 
said  Kenna  of  Palm  Beach  Gardens,  Fla. 

"In  fact,  some  of  the  money  that  I  am  giving 
to  Southern  Miss  was  designated  for  another 
school,  but  I  decided  to  do  something  at  the 
University  for  my  niece  instead." 

Kenna's  efforts  at  his  alma  mater,  the 
U.S.  Military  Academy  at  "West  Point,  N.Y., 
resulted  in  a  building  named  in  his  honor.  As 
part  of  its  bicentennial  program,  'West  Point 
recently  dedicated  the  Museum  of  Sports  as 
Kenna  Hall  of  Army  Sports.  The  museum 
houses  the  history  of  all  West  Point  sports, 
and  the  facility  includes  all  new  training 
facilities,  coach  offices  and  other  offices. 

"I  am  thrilled  that  my  uncle  wants  to 
honor  Lynn  in  this  way,"  said  Kathy  Pope  of 
Hattiesburg.  "She  would  feel  tremendously  honored  and  grateful,  not 
just  because  her  life's  work  will  be  greatly  enhanced,  but  also  because 
having  always  looked  up  to  Uncle  Doug  as  someone  rather  larger 
than  life'  his  honoring  of  her  would  be  deeply  felt  by  her.  I  know  all 
our  family  feels  this  way.  We  are  very  grateful!" 
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F;imilVy  Friends  Establish  Hutrhi^'^  ^/lomnfml  ^rhnl;^ 


Family  and  friends  of  the  late  Natia  Zeametria 
Hutchms  have  endowed  a  scholarship  in  the 
College  of  Health  at  the  University.  The  Natia 
Z.  Hutchms  Education  of  the  Deaf  Endowment 
Eund  will  provide  scholarships  for  students 
who  pursue  a  degree  in  deaf  education. 

The  only  child  of  Dr.  Bob  Hutchins  and 
Gwendolyn  Washington,  both  of  Jackson,  Natia 
was  in  her  final  semester  at  the  University  when 
she  died  Aug.  12,  2005.  The  Bachelor  of  Arts  in 
Education  of  the  deaf  degree  was  awarded  post- 
humously to  her  parents  during  commence- 
ment on  Dec.  17,  2005. 

"I  was  proud  as  if  she  were  there  (in  person). 
She  would  have  been  so  happy  because  she 
worked  so  hard  for  her  degree.  It  was  like  hav- 
ing her  there  at  her  own  graduation  ...  I  was 
living  it  for  her,"  said  Gwendolyn  Washington. 

Natia  attended  Jackson  public  schools,  graduating  from  Callaway 
High  in  2000.  Natia  came  to  Southern  Miss  in  2001  to  study  deaf 
education.  Her  father.  Dr.  Bob  Hutchins,  who  practices  emergency 
medicine  m  Jackson,  said  his  daughters  interest  to  educate  hearmg- 


Natia  Z.  Hutchins 


The  University 
organization  that 
Southern  Miss.  G 
IRS  regulations 


impaired  children  as  a  career  choice  was  height- 
ened once  she  settled  m  at  the  University 

"We  established  the  scholarship  because  of 
Natia's  passion  and  love  for  deaf  education," 
said  Dr,  Hutchins.  "I  thought  it  was  the  best 
way  to  remember  her  and  also  do  something  to 
inspire  others  to  consider  this  field  as  a  career 
choice." 

Eor   more    information   about    the   scholar- 
ship, please  contact  Development  Officer  Ben 
Samel    at    601.266.5481    or    1.888.GIVEUSM 
(1.888.448.3876).  To  make  a  donation,  please 
make   a  check  payable   to  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  Foundation,  with  a  memo 
notation  to  the  Natia  Z.  Hutchins  Education  of 
the  Deaf  Endowment  Fund,  and  mail  to  118 
College  Drive  #10026,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406- 
0001. 
of  Southern  Mississippi  Foundation  is  a  501(c)(3) 
serves  as  a  fiduciary  of  private  funds  donated  to 
ifts  are  tax  deductible  withm  the  limits  of  current 


Southern  Miss  Disburses 
Hurricane  Katrina  Relief 

Faculty,  staff  and  students  at  the  University  adversely 
affected  by  Hurricane  Katrma  received  welcome  assis- 
tance recently  when  the  University's  Foundation  dis- 
bursed monies  from  a  special  fund  created  last  fall. 

More  than  150  people  qualified  for  relief  through 
the  Hurricane  Katrina  Relief  Fund,  after  a  committee 
composed  of  Southern  Miss  faculty,  staff  and  students 
assigned  to  review  applications  for  assistance  com- 
pleted Its  work,  said  Russ  Willis,  director  of  human 
resources  at  Southern  Miss. 

"The  financial  awards  were  based  on  the  needs  of 
each  apphcant,"  WiUis  said.  "The  committee  looked 
at  five  major  categories  to  determine  need.  These  cat- 
egories included  being  displaced  from  the  applicant's 
home,  loss  of  wages  of  a  family  member,  property  dam- 
age not  covered  by  insurance,  providing  support  to  a 
displaced  person,  and  unmet  educational  needs." 

The  committee  also  reviewed  overall  family  income 
in  determining  financial  need,  Willis  said.  Seventy-four 
individuals  received  a  contribution  of  $600,  54  received 
$300  and  29  received  $50.  Donations  to  the  fund  came 
from  individuals  and  corporate  contributors. 

"We  are  grateful  for  the  generosity  of  so  many  people, 
here  in  Mississippi  and  from  across  the  country  and 
around  the  world,  who  have  donated  to  the  University's 
Hurricane  Katrina  Relief  Fund,"  said  Southern  Miss 
Gulf  Coast  Associate  Provost  Dr.  Pat  Joachim. 


NEW  HONOR  CLUB  MEMBERS 
THROUGH  JANUARY  31,  2006 


PRESIDENTS  CIRCLE 

DAVID  AND  JILL  LANDRUM,  Ridgcland.  Mississippi 

CORPORATE  HERITAGE  SOCIETY 

MISSISSIPPI  CASINO  OPERATORS  ASSOCIATION,  BUoxi.  Mississippi 

ASSOCIATES  FOR  EXCELLENCE 

DRS.  CHRISTOPHER  AND  TAMMY  BARRY,  Hattiesburg.  Mississippi 

CHARLOTTE  COOPER,  Biloxi,  Mississippi 

BOB  W  HUTCHINS,  M.D. .Jacbon.  Mississippi 

ROBERT  AND  JILL  ST  JOHN,  Hatticsbwg^  Mississippi 


The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Foundation  Honor  Club 

was  established  in  1987  to  recognize  the  giving  levels — President's 

Circle,  Heritage  Society  and  Associates  lor  Excellence — of  corporate 

and  individual  donors  who  give  to  Southern  Miss.  A  fourth  gi\-ing 

level,  the  Gallery  of  Benefactors,  was  added  m  2001  m  recognition  of 

donors  who  have  a  cumulative  gi\ing  record  of  SI  million  or  more. 

For  more  information  on  membership,  call  o01.2oo.5o02  or  toll  free 

at  l.SS8,GI\TUSKI  a.SSS.448.3S7o\ 
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First  Ladies  of  the  Library: 

Pearl  Travis  and  Anna  Roberts 


By  Yvonne  Arnold  '90 


Peai-I  Travis  (Neka  Camon,  1927) 


Pearl  Travis 

when  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  (thenMississippiNoiTnal 
College)  opened  on  September  18, 
1912,  there  was  no  library  and 
no  librarian.  The  state  legislature 
had  appropriated  $1,000  for  the 
purchase  of  librar}'  materials,  and 
on  Oct.  15,  1912,  a  library  com- 
mittee, chaired  by  English  profes- 
sor J.  N.  McMillin,  was  appointed. 
The  committee's  assignment  was  to 
solicit  requests  for  books  and  peri- 
odicals from  faculty  members;  see 
that  they  were  ordered;  and  estab- 
lish the  library  on  the  second  floor 
of  College  Hall,  where  two  rooms 
had  been  set  aside  for  that  purpose. 
The  library's  initial  holdings  were  approximately  500  books,  a  handful  of 
periodicals,  and  two  daily  newspapers.  The  first  book  in  the  collection 
was  Daniel  "Webster's  Unabridged  Dictionary,  which  was  purchased  for 
$10.80.  Prior  to  the  arrival  of  the  librarian,  the  facility  was  staffed  by 
students  under  the  direction  of  professor  McMillin. 

Information  is  scarce  regarding  the  first  librarian,  Mrs.  Pearl  Travis, 
but  she  deserves  full  credit  as  a  pioneer  of  librarianship  at  Southern 
Miss.  The  exact  date  of  her  arrival  is  not  known,  but  the  best  avail- 
able estimate  is  the  beginning  of  the  1913  school  year.  Her  salary 
was  $720  per  year,  and  until  1920,  the  annual  appropriation  for  the 
library  was  set  at  $500.  Such  a  meager  allowance  was  not  enough  to 
meet  the  basic  needs  of  the  school,  but  in  spite  of  limited  resources 
by  1922  Mrs.  Travis  was  able  to  increase  library  holdings  until  the 
collection  contained  3,500  volumes,  75  magazines,  five  daily  news- 
papers and  several  weeklies.  At  that  point,  the  library  was  moved 
to  the  newly  completed  Science  Hall  (now  Southern  Hall),  where  it 
occupied  the  west  half  of  the  first  floor. 

While  she  was  not  a  professional  librarian,  Mrs.  Travis  spent  several 
summers  studying  at  Peabody  College  and  at  Chautauqua,  N.Y.,  in 
order  to  better  equip  herself  for  her  position.  She  was  a  loyal  mem- 
ber of  the  Mississippi  Library  Association  and  served  as  its  president 
from  1918  to  1920.  In  late  1923  or  early  1924,  she  implemented  the 
Dewey  Decimal  system  of  classification  in  the  library.  Prior  to  that, 
materials  were  generally  arranged  by  subject. 

In  January  1926,  Mrs.  Travis  fell  down  the  steps  of  the  dining  hall 
on  campus  and  fractured  her  ankle.  She  was  expected  to  spend  about 
three  weeks  in  the  South  Mississippi  Infirmary  and  then  return  to 


her  duties.  Unfortunately,  complications  developed,  and  she  died  on 
August  14,  1926.  Until  two  weeks  before  her  death,  she  remained 
hopeful  of  returning  to  work. 

Pearl  Travis  has  been  described  as  a  person  who  appreciated  organi- 
zation and  beauty.  Ever  mindful  of  the  appearance  of  the  library,  she 
always  provided  artistic  floral  arrangements  to  enhance  the  premises. 
The  September  25,  1926,  issue  of  Teachers  College  News  says  she  was 
"gracious,  sympathetic,  and  wilUng  to  help  anyone  who  came  to  the 
librar}'.  She  was  a  friend  to  ever)'one,  and  the  memory  of  her  will  long 
be  an  inspiration  and  a  benediction  to  all  who  knew  her." 


Anna  Margaret  Roberts 

Indications  are  that  the  sec- 
ond librarian.  Miss  Anna  Margaret 
Roberts,  was  intelligent,  progres- 
sive, witty,  charming,  and  just 
a  httle  bit  mischievous.  Miss 
Roberts  was  born  November 
13,  1897,  in  Triune,  Tenn.  Her 
parents  were  Lytle  Crockett  and 
Margaret  Jordon  Roberts,  and  she 
had  one  brother,  Lytle  C.  Crockett 
Jr.  She  attended  Bostick  Academy 
Elementary  School  and  graduated 
from  Hume-Fogg  High  School  in 
Nashville.  She  earned  bachelor's 
and  master's  degrees  from  George 
Peabody  College  for  Teachers  and 
received  professional  training  in 
library  science  at  the  University  of  Illinois,  where  she  graduated  with 
high  honors.  She  did  additional  work  at  the  University  of  Michigan 
and  the  University  of  Chicago. 

In  1922  Miss  Roberts  became  assistant  librarian  at  George  Peabody 
College,  and  in  1926  she  was  recommended  to  President  Joe  Cook 
as  a  possible  replacement  for  Mrs.  Pearl  Travis.  After  several  con- 
versations, Mr.  Cook  offered  her  the  job  and  she  accepted.  Her 
contract  specified  that  she  would  be  the  college  Ubrarian  and  the 
professor  of  library  sciences.  Miss  Roberts  is  credited  with  creating 
the  Department  of  Library  Science,  which  began  with  one  course 
-  English  89:   "School  Library  Methods." 

Miss  Roberts  reported  for  work  on  September  8,  1926,  and  her 
assistant  was  Miss  Tula  Brasfield,  a  recent  graduate  of  State  Teachers 
College  (now  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi).  In  those  days, 
many  faculty  members  lived  in  dormitories,  and  Miss  Roberts  was  no 


Anna  Margaret  Roberts  (ca.  1950s) 
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exception.  She  took  up  residence  in 
Hattiesburg  Hall  and  remained  there 
for  13  years. 

As  the  schools  first  professional 
librarian,  Miss  Roberts  began  working 
on  collection  development  immedi- 
ately, adding  new  periodicals,  national 
newspapers  such  as  The  New  York 
Times  and  Mississippiana.  She  was 
justifiably  proud  of  the  fact  that  in 
1935,  Congressman  William  Colmer 
designated  State  Teachers  College  as 
a  repository  for  government 
publications. 

During   the    19 

_.„,...       .         ...      .  Christmas    break 

Tula  Brasfield,  assistant  librarian 

{Neka  Camon,  1928)  the  library 

moved  into  the 
newly  completed  Joe  Cook  Memorial  Library 
(now  Kennard-Washmgton  Hall),  and  in  1960, 
the  first  phase  of  the  current  Cook  Librar)'  was 
completed.    Miss  Roberts  commented  that  the 
new  building  was  "as  modern  as  the  man-made 
moons  circling  the  earth  in  outer  space." 

Miss  Roberts  served  two  tenns  as  president 
of  the  Mississippi  Library  Association  (1937- 
1940)  and  chaired  the  Mississippi  Library 
Commission  from  1938  to  1940.  On  campus, 
she  served  as  sponsor  of  the  Sherwood  Bonner 
Literary  Society,  as  well  as  the  first  social  soror- 
ity, Sigma  Theta  Kappa.  She  retired  in  1962, 
and  m  1968  Anna  Margaret  Roberts  Residence 
Hall  was  named  m  her  honor.  On  the  occasion 
of  her  retirement.  President  William  D.  McCain 
said,  "Tens  of  thousands  of  students  have  been 
enriched  because  of  her  tenacity  v^^sdom,  and  vision  m  building  a  fine 
library  at  the  University"  Miss  Roberts  died  on  October  22,  1978,  as  a 
result  of  injuries  sustained  m  a  fall.  She  is  interred  in  Mt.  Olivet  Cemetery 
in  Nashville,  Tenn.  As  a  special  tribute  to  her  many  contributions,  the 
University  Libraries'  online  catalog  is  named  ANNA. 

Aside  from  her  36  years  of  service  as  the  school's  librarian,  Miss  Roberts 
lived  life  to  the  fullest,  and  her  oral  history  is  a  virtual  guide  to  campus 


Anna  Margaret  Roberts  became  the  Institution's 
librarian  in  1926.  (Neka  Camon,  1927) 


Hie  dunng  her  tenure,  particularly  the  early  years.  She  spoke  fondly  of 
trips  she  and  her  fnends  made  to  nearby  Purvis  on  Sunday  afternoons  for 
coconut  pie.  During  those  trips  she  determined  that  there  were  32  cur\'es 
m  the  road  between  State  Teachers  College  and  Purvis. 

She  owned  a  Model-T  Ford  automobile,  and  one  night  two  students 
"borrowed"  it  without  her  permission.  The  local  police  called  her  the 
next  day  to  tell  her  the  car  was  wrecked  on  a  railroad  track  and  she 
should  come  and  get  it.  To  make  a  long  story  short,  the  culprits  were 
caught  and  tried.  The  judge  said,  "boys  will  be  boys,"  and  Miss  Roberts 
traded  her  wrecked  Ford  in  on  an  Fssex. 

She  recounted  the  antics  of  a  somewhat  scurrilous  subterranean 
group  called  "The  Blackbirds,"  whom  she  characterized  as  the  sons 
ominent  families,  including  faculty  members  and  politicians. 
One  of  their  favorite  tricks  was  to  go  into  the  room  of  an 
opular  student,  turn  his  bed  over,  and  douse  him  with 
ater.   On  one  occasion,  they  hung  a  faculty  member  in 
ffigy  in  front  of  the  campus  post  office.   However,  the 
perpetrators  were  easily  traced  by  the  laundr}-  mark 
m  the  shirt  the  elfig}'  was  wearing. 

Miss  Roberts  also  mentioned  two  students  she 

discovered  being  overly  affectionate  m  the  librar}; 

and  the  boy  seemed  to  be  nibbling  on  the  girls  ear. 

Rising  to  the  occasion.  Miss  Roberts  said,  "^bu 

;now  we  have  a  rule  -  no  eating  m  the  librar\'I" 

During  World  War  II,  the  East  Stadium 
Dormitory  was  rented  to  militar\'  families,  and 
Miss  Roberts  remembers  seeing  diapers  hanging  on 
lines  strung  between  the  goal  posts  on  the  football 
field.  But  the  incident  that  provides  insight  into 
her  impish  nature  is  a  joke  she  pla)'ed  on  a  facuk)- 
member  in  return  for  a  prank  at  her  expense.  A 
visiting  facult)'  member  had  placed  several  lumps 
of  ice  in  her  chair  in  the  dining  hall,  and  when  she 
sat  down  on  them,  she  let  out  a  shnek  and  jumped 
to  her  feet.  Eveiyone  thought  it  was  a  great  joke.  A 
few  days  later,  she  arrived  at  the  dming  hall  ahead  of  the  prankster  and 
filled  his  iced  tea  glass  with  vinegar.  After  taking  a  big  swig,  he  howled 
like  a  banshee,  to  the  delight  of  ever)'one  present. 

Southern  Miss  owes  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  Pearl  Tra\is  and  Anna 
Roberts  for  blazing  the  trail  in  librananship. 

*The  next  issue  of  The  Talon  will  feature  a  profile  of  Bertha  Maude 
Fritzsche,  former  home  economics  dean. 


Anna  Roberts,  bottom  row,  right,  served  as  sponsor  of  the  Sherwood  Bonner 
Literary  Society.  {Neka  Camon,  1929) 


The  Joseph  Anderson  Cook  Library  was  dedicated  on  Oct.  22, 1960.  From  left  are 
Dr.  John  Nau,  Tliomas  J.  Biggs  Jr.  (architect),  Secretary  of  State  Heber  Ladner, 
Anna  Roberts,  Dr.  William  D.  McCain  and  Dean  Porter  Fortune. 
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Loyalty  They  Pledge  to  Thee 

Association  Introduces  Its 
Golden  Life  Members 


We  sing  to  thcc  our  alma  malci; 

USM  thy  praises  be: 

Southern  merri-ries  we  shall  cherish, 

Loyalty  we  pledge  to  thee. 

For  decades,  the  first  verse  of  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi's  alma  mater  has  encouraged 
a  pledge  of  loyalty  from  its  alumni.  And  year  after 
year,  alumni  have  come  forward  in  support  of  their  insti- 
tution. Who  knows  exactly  what  instills  love  and  loyalty 
for  institution  in  the  hearts  of  alumni?  For  many  it  is  the 
University's  traditions.  For  others,  it  is  a  particular  class  or 
organization  they  recall  from  their  days  as  a  student. 

■While  posing  such  a  query  to  1,000  alumni  might 
produce  1,000  unique  answers,  one  cannot  question 
the  genuine  love  for,  and  loyalty  to,  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi,  shown  by  the  extraordinary  group 
of  nearly  50  alumni  now  known  as  Golden  Life  Members 
of  the  Alumni  Association. 

Recently  established  by  the  Alumni  Association  as  a 
new  level  of  membership,  Golden  Life  Members  are  those 
alumni  with  50  or  more  years  of  annual  membership  in 
the  Association. 

Association  Past  President  Lamar  Gillespie  '50  and  his 
wife  Joy  '51  are  among  the  exclusive  group. 

"We've  always  appreciated  the  education  we  received," 
Lamar  Gillespie  said.  "We're  all  for  USM  in  every  way.  It's 
been  a  part  of  our  Ufe  for  a  number  of  years.  We're  black 
and  gold  all  the  way." 

Gillespie  says  he  cannot  point  to  a  specific  reason  for 
their  lifelong  display  of  love  for  Southern  Miss  but  instead 
points  to  their  overall  experience  as  students. 

"I  cannot  really  put  my  finger  on  it,"  he  said.  "It  was  a 
wonderful  experience.  I  had  a  number  of  professors  who 
taught  me  a  lot,  and  I  was  crazy  about  it." 

The  new  membership  level  differs  from  the  Life 
Membership  level  m  that  Golden  Life  Members  have 
held  annual  memberships  for  50  or  more  years  while  Life 
Membership  is  obtained  with  a  one-time  membership  fee 
or  five-year  option.  Golden  Life  Members  receive  the 
same  Association  benefits  as  Life  Members,  including  a 
subscription  to  The  Talon;  participation  in  the  Current 
Alumni  Retail  Discounts  Program,  allowing  discounts  by 


i 

The  education  that  provided  the  foundation  for  Golden  Life  JVIembei'  Lamar  Gillespie's  career 
as  a  physician  began  at  Mississippi  Southern  College  (now  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi).  Above,  he  is  pictured  second  from  left,  front  row,  with  members  of  the  Alpha 
Epsilon  Delta  Honor  Society. 
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"We  love  the  University,  it  has  been  a  wonder- 
flil  part  of  our  Uves.  I  Uve  in  Brookhaven,  but 
Hattiesburg  would  be  my  second  choice.  Thie  only 
thing  I  can  see  wrong  with  living  in  Brookhaven 
is  that  it  is  not  close  enough  to  the  University." 


-  Don  Driskell  '54 


yy 


24 


THE  TALON 


For  many  Golden  Life  Members,  their  love  for  the  University  began  with  their  experi- 
ences as  students.  Above,  Golden  Life  Member  Don  Driskell  '54,  center,  is  pictured  with 
two  Kappa  Sigma  Fraternity  brothers. 
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Golden  Life  Members 


Alva  and  Lucy  Allums 

Robert  and  Peggy  Avera 

Harry  Barber 

Forrest  and  Mickey  Bearden 

Patricia  Bellis 

Wilbur  Boyles 

Fred  and  Nancy  Brock 

Nina  Cotton 

Tony  and  Manda  Crane 

Nancy  Critz 

Billie  Davis 

Donald  and  Martha  Driskell 

Verkuel  and  Mary  Eubanks 

Joe  Fortenberry 

Lamar  and  Joy  Gillespie 

Bonnie  Gooding 

CO.  Grayson 

Louis  and  Neal  Hall 

Luther  Hammett 

Helen  Hess 

Horace  and  Mary  Hughes 

Lucille  Lott . 

Edith  Magee ,   '    , 

Edward  McCain  Jr. 

Ralph  McDaniel 

Billy  McLaurin 

Virgie  Mommsen 

Mary  Morgan 
George  Pollitz  III 

Kathleen  Rush 

Hubert  Lee  Smith 

Richard  and  Bernice  Stauter 

Eleanor  Toth 

Elmore  Tregre 

Thomas  and  Nancy  Wood 

Helen  Young 


local  vendors  and  retailers;  and  eligibility  for  application  for 
a  waiver  of  out-of-state  tuition  for  children  of  alumni. 

'T  believe  the  decision  of  our  Board  of  Directors  to  cre- 
ate the  Golden  Life  Membership  is  one  of  the  most  special 
things  we  have  done  m  a  long  time,"  said  Bob  Pierce,  execu- 
tive director  of  the  Alumni  Association.  "We  often  promote 
the  purchase  of  a  Life  Membership  as  the  ultimate  display 
of  loyalty  to  the  Alumni  Association,  but  what  about  those 
who  have  faithfully  made  annual  payments  for  50  years? 
That  is  certainly  a  true  testament  of  dedication,  and  those 
alumni  deserved  to  be  rewarded  with  comphmentar)-  Life 
Memberships  in  the  Association.  They  have  truly  paid  their 
memberships  in  full  after  such  a  significant  length  of  time." 

Pierce  said  the  decision  to  award  complimentan,-  Life 
Memberships  to  these  alumni  was  made  because  the  emo- 
tional display  of  loyalty  clearly  outweighed  the  financial  hit 
on  the  Associations  budget. 

"Initially,  our  leadership  considered  a  deep  discount  on 
a  Life  Membership  for  this  group  so  that  there  would  be 
some  monies  in  place  to  support  the  ser\'ice  of  these  spe- 
cial Life  Memberships,"  Pierce  said.  "After  all,  we  expend 
annual  memberships  on  an  annual  basis,  so  there  are  no 
special  reserves  in  place  to  support  complimentary  Life 
Memberships  like  this,  regardless  of  how  long  the  recipient 
has  been  paying  annual  dues.  However,  our  Board  ultimate!}' 
decided  to  approach  the  program  from  an  emotional  per- 
spective versus  a  strictly  financial  one,  and  I  am  glad  they 
did.  I  can  think  of  no  better  way  to  say  thank  you  to  these 
faithful  alumni  for  their  more  than  half-centur\'  of  dedica- 
tion to  the  University." 

For  alumni  like  Don  '54  and  Martha  Driskell  '54,  the 
annual  commitment  to  the  University  through  membership 
in  the  Alumni  Association  has  been  made,  quite  simply,  from 
the  heart. 

"We  love  the  University,  it  has  been  a  wonderiul  part 
of  our  lives,"  said  Don,  a  past  president  of  the  Alumni 
Association.  "I  live  in  Brookhaven,  but  Hattiesburg  would 
be  my  second  choice.  The  only  thing  I  can  see  wrong  with 
living  in  Brookhaven  is  that  it  is  not  close  enough  to  the 
University." 

Like  the  Gillespie  famih',  the  Driskell  famih'  has  a  length}- 
history  of  ties  to  Southern  Miss  as  four  of  the  Driskells 
children  have  attended  the  Liniversity  Don  Driskell  has  also 
served  as  an  alumni  chapter  president  on  two  occasions. 

"(Former  Alumni  Association  director"*  Powell  Ogleirce 
kept  you  pretty  active,"  he  said.  "He  did  so  much  tor  the 
University  and  was  quite  a  friend." 

Louis  Hall  '4'-X  another  Golden  Life  Member,  also  cites 
Ogletree's  influence 

"I  just  ihoughi  It  was  the  right  thing  to  do."  Hall  said 
about  loming  the  .Alumni  .Association.  "01  course  Powell 
(.Ogletree'i  had  a  lot  to  do  with  that." 
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Mississippi  Southern  College 

Graduates  Gather  for 

Golden  Weekend 


Graduates  from  the  classes  of  1956  and  earlier  gathered  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus  for  the  Golden  Grad  Reunion. 


The  Universitys  rich  history  combined  with  some 
of  Its  newest  traditions  for  a  golden  event  March  ' 
3 1  and  April  1  as  Southern  Miss  welcomed  home 
a  gathering  of  some  of  its  most  cherished  alumni. 

That  weekend,  Mississippi  Southern  College  gradu- 
ates from  the  classes  of  1956  and  earlier  returned  to  the 
Hattiesburg  campus  for  the  Golden  Grad  Reunion,  hosted 
by  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association. 

The  weekend  event  provided  an  opportunity  for  alumni 
to  recall  fond  memories,  reunite  with  old  friends  and  wit- 
ness the  University's  numerous  changes  in  recent  decades. 

Alumni  from  as  far  away  as  CaUfornia  traveled  to 
Hattiesburg  for  the  reunion  and  Claude  Campbell,  a  1939 
alumnus,  was  the  earliest  graduate  to  attend  the  reunion. 

Events  included  a  welcome  reception  and  dinner  at  the 
Hattiesburg  Country  Club,  a  Saturday  morning  break- 
fast on  campus  and  presentation  by  Yvonne  Arnold  of 
University  Archives;  campus  tours  led  by  members  of  the 


Frances  Ogletree  '52  was  among  those  who  attended  a  Friday  evening  dinner  at  the  Hatties- 
burg Country  Club. 
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student  group,  Southern  Style;  a  presentation  by  vice  presi- 
dent of  Student  Affairs  Joe  Paul;  a  luncheon  with  President 
Emeritus  Aubrey  K.  Lucas;  and  an  invitation  to  a  number 
of  Golden  Eagle  athletic  events,  including  the  Black  and 
Gold  Spring  Game. 

Arnolds  presentation  mcluded  a  history  of  the  University 
from  its  days  as  Mississippi  Normal  College  (1912-1924) 
and  the  institutions  hrst  president  Joseph  Anderson  "Joe" 
Cook.  In  1924,  the  institution  became  known  as  State 
Teachers  College.  In  1940,  it  was  renamed  Mississippi 
Southern  College  and  in  1962  it  was  granted  university 
status  and  became  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi. 
Following  the  presentation,  Arnold  welcomed  several  of  the 
Golden  Grads  at  McCain  Library  on  campus  for  an  archives 
display,  which  quickly  became  a  favorite  attraction  of  the 
weekend. 

Paul's  talk  centered  on  the  current  status  of  the  University. 
He  applauded  the  leadership  of  University  President  Shelby 
Thames  as  well  as  the  efforts  of  faculty,  staff  and  students 
following  Hurricane  Katrina  and  elaborated  upon  a  number 
of  University  construction  projects  including  the  Trent  Lott 
National  Center  for  Excellence  in  Economic  Development 
and  Entrepreneurship,  the  270,000  square-feet  addition  to 
the  R.C.  Cook  Student  Union,  to  be  named  after  Sen.  Thad 
Cochran  (See  Page  10),  and  the  $30  million  Innovation  and 
Commercialization  Park. 

Lucas,  who  was  both  an  attendee  and  presenter,  remind- 
ed the  Golden  Grads  of  the  important  role  they  maintain  in 
the  University  and  encouraged  them  to  "send  your  children 
and  grandchildren  to  Southern  Miss." 

Following  the  luncheon  featuring  Lucas'  address  on 
Saturday,  many  alumni  chose  from  the  variety  of  athletic 
events  held  in  conjunction  with  the  reunion  and  Eagle  Fest 
Weekend.  Those  who  attended  were  not  disappointed 
either  as  the  Golden  Eagle  baseball  team  held  on  for  an 
8-7  win  over  Memphis,  the  softball  team  swept  a  double 
header  from  UCF  7-2  and  6-2  and  Jeremy  Young  and 
Stephen  Reaves  had  impressive  performances  m  their  bids 
to  become  the  Golden  Eagles'  starting  quarterback  in  2006 
as  the  Gold  defeated  the  Black,  14-9  in  the  annual  spring 
football  game  (See  Page  41). 

For  many,  the  weekend  proved  to  be  an  enjoyable  trip 


Claude  Campbell  "39  was  the  earliest  graduate  to  attend  the  weekend's  events. 
Above,  Executive  Director  Bob  Pierce  recognizes  Campbell  at  a  reunion  luncheon. 


Peggy  Saxton  Presnell  '55  and  her  husband  enjoy  the  Welcome  Dinner. 


From  left,  Janice  Charlton  '52,  Glaneice  Roberts  '53  and  Sarali  Gibbs  '52  view  a  yearbook. 
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down  niemor)'  lane  with  only  one  regret  -  that  more 
alumni  did  not  choose  to  participate.  Approximately  70 
Golden  Grads  attended. 

"I  thought  everything  went  well  -  it  was  first  class,"  said 
Jimmy  Smith,  a  1955  alumnus.  "The  only  disappointment 
was  that  more  people  were  not  there.  I  did,  however,  enjoy 
making  some  new  friends." 

Like  many  present,  Smith  said  he  would  encourage  oth- 
ers to  attend  future  reunions. 

The  campus  tours  were  also  a  highlight  for  many  attend- 
ees, as  the  tours  provided  an  opportunity  to  witness  the 
present  and  get  a  glimpse  of  the  University's  future  as  some 
alumni  were  amazed  at  the  number  of  construction  projects 
on  campus. 

"Three  very  nice  Chi  Omegas  gave  us  a  tour  of 
Panhellenic,"  said  Joan  Pruett,  a  1955  graduate  and  a 
member  of  Chi  Omega  sorority  "But  I  was  really  excited  to 
hear  about  the  proposed  Panhellenic  Village." 

"My  wife  and  I  were  surprised  to  see  some  of  the  new 
developments  on  the  campus  tour,"  added  Louis  Hall,  a 
1949  graduate. 

Alumni  Association  Executive  Director  Bob  Pierce  said 
the  Association  would  build  on  the  success  of  the  reunion 
with  future  similar  events. 

"This  was  the  hrst  reunion  of  its  kind  in  more  than  15 
years,  and  it  turned  out  to  be  a  great  event,"  Pierce  said... 
"We  hope  that  the  reunion  was  as  enjoyable  and  memorable 
for  the  Golden  Grads  as  it  was  for  the  University" 


Walter  Pai-kei-  "54  and  Norah  Parkef  converse  with  Yvonne  Arnold  of  University  Archives 
at  a  historical  display  in  McCain  Library. 


Student  Ashley  Cangelosi  takes  a  group  of  Golden  Grads  past  Southern 
Hall  and  the  awe-inspiring  oak  trees  that  cover  its  lawn. 


Golden  Grad  Helen  Hess  '55  and  her  husband  Roger  view  a  copy  of  The  Southerner. 
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Vbur  #f  Source  tor 
Southern  Miss  Appareh 
Diploma  Frames^ 
Gifts  and  More 


One  Stop  Shopping  for  Students 
New  and  Used  Textbooks 
School  Supplies 


Located  on  Hardy  Street  across  from 
the  Main  Entrance  to  Campus  by  IHOP 

Call  1-888-712-5083 

Shop  Online        v\nAfw.campusbookmart.com 


AS  THE  CEDCK  TICKS  DOWFH 

ALUMNA  MAKES  UNIQUE  CAMPAIGN  GIFT 


Alumna  Becky  Sue  Fitch  '84  is  well  aware  -  the  clock  at  the  comer 
of  the  end  zone  is  ticking  down.  Soon  a  zero  may  appear.  Most 
likely,  there  is  not  enough  time  to  call  an  audible,  no  time  to 
change  the  play  The  best  course  of  action,  she  gathers,  is  to  move  for- 
ward as  best  as  possible  and  run  the  play  that  has  been  called  for  her. 

Colon  cancer  does  not  offer  do-overs,  she  says. 

"On  most  days  I  like  to  think  of  myself  as  living  v^th  cancer  rather 
than  dying  from  it,"  says  Fitch,  a  resi- 
dent of  Louisville,  Ky  "My  doctor  said 
I  am  too  young  to  have  this  cancer. 
When  I  left  USM  m  May  of  1984,  I 
was  22  and  thought  my  life  was  just 
beginning.  I  never  thought  Fd  be  43 
and  hghting  for  my  life.  But  I  am." 

Fitch,  who  proudly  wears  black  and 
gold  in  an  area  saturated  with  cardinal 
red,  IS  also  using  her  remarkable  emo- 
tional and  mental  resources  m  support 
of  Alma  Mater.  The  school  teacher 
has  contributed  $250  and  m  addition 
pledged  a  $50  monthly  contribution 
to  the  Ogletree  House  Campaign  -  for 
the  rest  of  her  life. 

Her  explanation  for  the  pledge  is 
both  matter-of-fact  -  it  is  basic  math- 
ematics, she  explains  -  and  rooted  m 
her  emotional  ties  to  the  University 

"Most  of  us  waste  $50  a  month,"  she 
said.  "We  spend  it  a  couple  of  doUars  at  a 
time  on  snacks  or  coffee  or  dnnks.  I  know 
that  $50  a  month  isn't  enough  to  change  a 
life  immediately  but  $50  a  month  becomes  $600  per  year,  which  eventually 
becomes  something  greater  Then,  $50  a  month  can  start  to  change  lives." 

"Cancer  made  diings  very  clear  for  me,"  she  added.  "'What  is  important  to 
me?  USM  is  important  to  me.  The  first  day  I  saw  the  campus  was  the  day  I 
moved  mto  the  fifth  floor  of  Pulley  Hall.  I  remember  hearing  at  an  assembly 
that  USM  is  now  your  family  That  time  will  not  be  measured  by  months  and 
years,  but  by  which  semester  an  event  occurred.  That  the  friends  you  make 
here  will  be  fnends  you  wiH  keep  your  entire  life;  no  matter  the  time  or  the 
distance  between  you.  That  the  knowledge  you  take  from  here  will  be  more 
than  what  you  learned  in  class,  but  what  you  learned  in  your  heart." 

Fitch  says  those  words  proved  to  be  true. 

"I  believed  it.  I  believed  all  of  it  then  and  I  believe  all  of  it  now,"  she 
said.  "I  am  so  blessed,  not  just  with  good  doctors  and  supportive  family 
members,  but  with  a  nationwide  network  of  prayer  warriors  —  many  of 
whom  are  friends  from  USM.  One  of  my  Tri-Sigma  sisters  who  lives  in 
Biloxi  e-mails  me  just  to  make  sure  Fm  OK.  She  has  enough  to  do  in  her 
life,  but  still  manages  to  find  time  to  check  on  me.  'Vickie  Wolverton, 
who  I  met  on  my  first  day  at  USM,  flew  mto  Louisville  last  summer  to 
visit  and  support  me  when  I  started  my  chemo  treatments." 


Becky  Sue  Fitch  '84  has  remained  a  dedicated  Golden  Eagle  fan  since  her 
days  as  a  student. 


UPS  AND  DOWNS 

Fitch  graduated  from  Southern  Miss  in  1984  with  a  degree  in  com- 
munications. Among  others,  she  credits  journalism  instructor  Gene 
Wiggins  for  having  a  positive  influence  on  her  career. 

"I  know  he  probably  doesn't  remember  me  after  25  years,  but  he 
doesn't  have  to,"  she  said.  "I  remember  him  and  everything  he  taught 
me.  He's  a  great  guy." 

Following  her  time  in  Hattiesburg,  she 
began  working  in  sales,  but  eventually 
found  her  career  path  to  be  unfulfilling. 
"After  working  in  sales  and  mar- 
keting for  seven  years  or  so  I  asked 
myself,  'What  do  I  want  to  do  with 
the  rest  of  my  life?'  because  that 
wasn't  It,"  she  said.  "So  I  went  back  to 
school  and  became  a  teacher." 

Today,  Fitch  is  an  American  hisloiy 
teacher  at  Newburg  Middle  School  m 
Louisville.  In  Apnl  2004,  she  was  hon- 
ored by  the  Kentucky  Historical  Society 
as  the  state's  History  Teacher  of  the  Year. 
"1  was  very  honored  by  the  award," 
she  said.  "When  you  figure  how  many 
social  studies  teachers  there  are  in  the 
state  (it  is  quite  an  honor).  It  was  sort 
of  strange  when  they  were  announcing 
the  award  winner  and  describing  the 
person  -  I  was  looking  around  won- 
dering who  that  person  was.  Then,  I 
realized  they  were  talking  about  me." 
A  year  later,  Fitch  was  scheduled 
for  routine  surgery  when  doctors  noticed  tumors. 

"The  surgeon  removed  the  tumors  immediately,"  she  said.  "They 
came  back  cancerous  and  the  next  day  we  scheduled  tests.  1  remem- 
ber the  doctor  said,  The  good  news  is  we  found  the  cancer,  the  bad 
news  is  we  don't  know  where  it  started.'" 

Fitch  was  diagnosed  with  colon  cancer.  The  cancer  had  chewed 
through  a  blood  vessel  and  moved  to  her  liver  and  to  her  lungs.  Her 
parents  were  told  that  her  condition  was  extremely  grave,  with  the 
possibility  that  Fitch  would  die  as  soon  as  Labor  Day 

"I  asked  him,  'Is  this  something  that  is  going  to  annoy  me  for  10 
years  or  is  it  something  that  could  kill  me?'  because  I  was  not  really 
showing  any  symptoms,"  Fitch  said.  "He  looked  at  me  like  I  was  crazy 
He  said  that  if  I  didn't  receive  treatment  I  would  likely  be  dead  in  90 
days.   The  end  of  June  I  started  chemo." 

BIRDS  OF  A  Different  Feather 

A  Golden  Eagle  fan  in  Cardinal  country.  Fitch  attempts  to  attend  some 
road  football  games  each  year.  She  had  planned  to  attend  games  against 
Tulane,  UCF  and  Houston  last  fall,  but  with  the  combinarion  of  hurri- 
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THE  OGLETREE  HOUSE  CAMPAIGN 

CONTRIBUTORS  THROUGH  APRIL  30,  2006 

Lead 

Gift 

Lou  Ann  and  Louis  Poynter 

Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Special 

Gifts 

Ralph  T.  Simmons 

Laurel,  Mississippi 

Thad  and  Gerry  Waites 

Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Sponsor 

Gifts 

Bobby  and  Betty  Chain 

Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Lamar  and  Joy  Gillespie 

Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Lester  and  Jan  Haddox 

Columbia,  Mississippi 

Curt  and  Virginia  Hebert 

Mandeville,  Louisiana 

Ed  and  Lynda  Langton 

Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Bob  and  Judy  Mixon 

Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Lewis  and  Margie  Myrick 

Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Rotary  Club  of  Hattiesburg 

Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Platinum  Participating  Gifts 

Rosemary  and  Les  Aultman 

Clinton,  Mississippi 

Dick  and  Diane  Berry 

Mobile,  Alabama 

Mark  and  Olga  Jackson 

Destin,  Florida 

Rex  and  Becky  Kelly 

Gulfport,  Mississippi 

Danny  and  Patty  Mitchell 

Brandon,  Mississippi 

Jeffrey  and  Lynn  O'Keefe 

Biloxi,  Mississippi 

William  R.  Phalen 

Scottsdale,  Arizona 

Bob  and  Knsti  Pierce 

Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Susan  and  Robert  Riley 

Sumrall,  Mississippi 

Ken  and  Carolyn  Shearer 

Ridgeland,  Mississippi 

Billy  Tom  Ward 

Lena,  Mississippi 

Bonnie  and  Lawrence  Warren 

Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Gold  &  Silver  Participating  Gifts 

Spencer  and  BJ.  Adams 

Mobile,  Alabama 

Dorrance  and  Carolyn  Aultman 

Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

A.C.  and  Malva  Bilbo 

Jackson,  Mississippi 

Annelle  Bonner 

Waynesboro,  Mississippi 

Judith  Bostwick 

Albuquerque,  New  Mexico 

Claude  Campbell 

Franklin,  Tennessee 

Robert  and  Joyce  Coghlan 

Aberdeen,  Mississippi 

Henry  L.  Conn 

Santa  Rosa  Beach,  Florida 

Arty  and  Heather  Creel 

Franklin,  Tennessee 

Mark  and  Pam  Cumbest 

Moss  Point,  Mississippi 

Sarah  Joe  Dabbs 

Quitman,  Mississippi 

Glen  and  Judy  Davis 

Saraland,  Alabama 

Lucy,  Jack  and  Walt  Denton 

Biloxi,  Mississippi 

Don  and  Marilyn  Driskell 

Brookhaven,  Mississippi 

Becky  Sue  Fitch 

Louisville,  Kentucky 

Frances  and  Ray  Karnes 

Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Ralph  McDaniel 

Ridgeland,  Mississippi 

Tanya  and  William  Mearse 

Houston,  Texas 

Steve  Moore 

Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Jack  and  Marsha  Peters 

Lucedale,  Mississippi 

Andy  and  Shannon  Reed 

Naples,  Florida 

Doug  and  Pam  Rouse 

Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Harry  and  Jan  Ruffin 

Montrose,  Alabama 

Ron  and  Monica  Russell 

Madison,  Mississippi 

Ben  Samel 

Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Jason  and  Mary  Sanderson 

Madison,  Mississippi 

Ray  and  Jo  Anne  Sims 

Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Roy  Smith 

Sumrall,  Mississippi 

Sylvia  and  William  Teasley 

Canton,  Georgia 

Shelby  and  Shirley  Thames 

Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Martha  and  Tommy  Thornton 

Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Benny  and  Pam  Waddle 

Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Sharon  Walker 

Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Larry  and  Carolyn  Watson 

Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Ed  Williamson 

Philadelphia,  Mississippi 

South  Central  Mississippi  Chapt 

cr  of  the  Alumni  Association 

"Cancer  made  things 
very  clear  for  me.  what 
is  important  to  me?  usm 
is  important  to  me." 


-BECKY  FITCH  '84 


canes  Katrina  and  Rita  and  chemo- 
therapy, the  sole  football  game  she 
attended  in  2005  was  the  Golden 
Eagles'  contest  at  Alabama. 

"Cancer  totally  ruined  spring 
break;  it  wrecked  summer  vaca- 
tion," she  said.  "1  told  my  doctor 
thai  I  draw  that  line  at  football 
season.  I  refused  to  let  cancer 
ruin  football  season.  The  week- 
end of  the  Alabama  game,  I  had 
my  chemo  treatment  on  Friday  afternoon  and  caught  a  plane  to  Birmingham 
on  Saturday  morning  for  the  game  that  night." 

In  1 999,  Fitch  and  her  sister  Julie,  a  Mississippi  State  graduate  who  earned  a  masters 
degree  from  the  University  of  Louisville,  attended  the  Golden  Eagles  football  game  \'er- 
sus  Louisville  m  Kentucky.  The  game  was  biUed  as  a  Conference  USA  Championship 
game,  as  the  winner  of  the  late-season  contest  earned  the  leagues  championship  and 
a  berth  in  die  Liberty  Bowl.  A  trick  play  to  wide  receiver  Sfrawn  Mills  put  die  Golden 
Eagles  in  position  for  the  winning  points  in  a  30-27  victory  over  the  Cardinals.  The 
wm  gave  Southern  Miss  a  perfect  season  in  Conference  USA ,  and  one  month  later  die 
Golden  Eagles  defeated  Colorado  State  in  the  Liberty  Bowl  to  cap  a  9-3  season. 

"Julie  said  she  would  make  all  the  arrangements  and  we'd  go  to  the  game 
together,"  Fitch  said.  "Our  seats  were  in  the  middle  of  the  U  of  L  alumni  sec- 
tion. There  1  was  m  a  sea  of  cardinal,  and  I'm  dressed  in  my  USM  sweatshirt.  I 
was  booed  when  1  walked  up  to  my  seats.  The  game  was  decided  on  the  "Mills 
Kills"  play  and  USM  won  the  game  and  the  championship.  When  1  returned  to 
school  on  Monday,  I  posted  the  score  with  the  words  'Enough  Said'  under  it." 

"One  of  my  students  came  up  to  me  after  class  and  said  'Miss  Fitch,  it  doesn't 
count.  It's  just  football,'"  she  added.  '"Wait  until  U  of  L  plays  USM  in  basketball; 
that  is  what  counts.'  Football  not  counting?  I  knew  I  was  in  a  different  place." 


A  UNIQUE  Gift 

"Please  accept  this  gift  wilh  the 
love  that  it  is  sent  widi,"  Fitch 
wrote  to  the  Alumni  Association. 
Attached  to  the  note  was  a  check 
in  the  amount  of  $250  in  support 
of  the  Ogletree  House  Campaign, 
a  $3  miUion  fund-raising  effort  that 
will  fund  the  restoration  and  expan- 
sion of  the  Alumni  Association's 
home  on  the  Hattiesburg  cam- 
pus. To  date,  commitments  to  the 
campaign  account  for  almost  40 
percent  of  the  fund-raising  goal. 
Work  on  the  facilit)'  is  expected  to 
begin  in  2007. 

Filch  has  also  pledged  $50 
per  month  to  the  campaign  tor 
the  remainder  of  her  life. 

"Her  dedication  to  the  Llni\'ei"sit\' 


Warning  Signs  of 
""ORECTAL  Cancer 


Blood  in  or  on  the  stool  (either  bright 

red  or  very  dark  in  color) 

A  persistent  change  in  normal  bowel 

habits  such  as  diarrhea,  constipation  or 

both,  for  no  apparent  reason 

Frequent  or  constant  cramps  if  they  last 

for  more  than  a  few  days 

Stools  that  are  narrower  than  usual 

General  stomach  discomfort  (bloating, 

fullness  and/or  cramps) 

Frequent  gas  pains 

A  strong  and  continuing  need  to  move 

your  bowels,  but  with  little  stool 

A  feeling  that  the  bowel  does  not  empty 

completely 

Weight  loss  for  no  known  reason 

Constant  tiredness 


IS  an  inspiration  to  man\'  ot  our 

alumni,"  said  Bob  Pierce,  execuu\'e 

director  ol  the  ^Alumni  ^Association.  "Wlien  1  tell  odiers  about  her  courage  .ind  seLtless- 

ness,  the)'  are  otten  Iclt  speecliless  and  some  ha\'e  a  tear  come  to  their  e\'es," 

In  recent  months.  Fitch's  battle  has  taken  a  turn  for  ihc  worse.  .\s  the  clcnrk  in  die 
corner  of  the  end  zone  ticks  down,  the  cancer  is  gaining  strength.  Optimistically 
she  sa)-s,  "Once  again,  I  find  ni}-self  thinking  I  draw  the  line  at  football  se.ison." 
However,  she  is  w  ell  aw  arc  cancer  does  not  offer  a  do-c^ver  Still,  she  is  searching 
for  an  alternate  pla\-  -  one  that  would  creati\-el\'  exceed  the  dreams  of  even  the 
most  innovate  football  coach;  one  thai  w  ould  allow  her  mam-  mc^i?  da)?  like  the 
da)'  in  2004  when  she  \\  as  honored  as  Kentuck)''s  Histoiy  Teacher  of  the  Year  or 
the  e\ening  m  1999  w hen  a  trick  pla)'  beat  pla)"  beat  Louis\ille, 
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These  days,  we're  feeling  pretty  competitive,  too. 


Sure,  at  BellSouth  we  know  there  ore  other 
communications  companies  out  there.  But 
we  also  know  different  customers  hove  very 
different  needs.  That's  why  we  offer  a  wide  range 
of  services.  Local  and  long  distance,  high-speed 
Internet,  DIRECTV®  service,  Cingular  Wireless®  and 
more.  And  with  our  great  rotes  and  reliable 
service,  you've  got  a  communications  company 
that  can't  be  beat.  And  speaking  of  can't  be 
beat,  how  about  some  excitement. 
Go  USM  Golden  Eagles! 


BELLSOUTH 

Listening.  Answering^ 


Satellite  TV  service  provided  by  DIRECTV  and  subject  to  credit  approval,  long  distance  provided  by  BellSouth  Long  Distance,  Inc.  Advertised  services  and  features  not  available  in  all  areas.  ©2006  BellSouth  Corporation. 
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Katharine  Holloway's  work  ushered  in  a  new  era  in  the  fight  against  AIDS. 


It  has  been  25  years  since  Dr.  Katharine  Holloway  79  left  the  chem- 
istry labs  at  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi.  Time  has  proven 
the  lessons  she  learned  as  a  student  were  certainly  worth  her  while. 

The  renowned  chemists  work  has  ushered  m  a  new  era  m  the 
fight  against  AIDS  and  led  to  several  awards,  such  as  a  share  m  the 
1999  American  Chemical  Society  award  for  Creative  Invention,  as 
well  as  the  honor  of  being  included  m  a  recent  Chemical  Heritage 
Foundation  exhibit  called  "Her  Lab  in  Your  Life,"  which  describes 
women's  contributions  to  chemistry. 

Working  for  Merck  along  with  chemist  Chen  Zhao  of  Abbott  Labs, 
Holloway  was  on  the  teams  that  developed  protease  inhibitors,  drugs 
that  kill  a  type  of  enzyme  in  the  HIV  virus  and  render  harmless  new 
copies  of  the  virus.  Taken  with  other  drugs,  the  protease  inhibitors 
have  cut  the  death  rate  from  AIDS  in  the  United  States  by  more  than 
70  percent. 

Holloway  returned  to  the  Hattiesburg  campus  to  speak  at  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi's  2006  Lecture  Series  in  the 
Sciences  in  February. 

"Since  I  graduated  from  Southern  Miss,  I  have  been  privileged 
to  work  with  wonderful  scientists  and  to  be  involved  in  the  basic 
research  for  several  therapeutic  targets,  including  CRIXIVAN®,  which 
has  helped  to  turn  AIDS  into  a  manageable  disease  instead  of  a  death 
sentence,"  Holloway  said. 


"Working  on  the  AIDS  drug  was  very  satisfying,"  she  added.  "W'e 
were  working  as  hard  and  as  fast  as  we  could  because  we  knew  people 
were  dying.  I  met  an  AIDS  patient  one  time  who  said,  'CRIXIX'AN® 
gave  me  a  new  Ufe.'" 

Using  the  development  of  CRIXI"VAN®  as  an  example,  Holloway 
defended  the  pharmaceutical  mdustr}'  and  described  to  students  the 
dual  pressures  a  company  like  Merck  faces  prior  to  the  release  of  a 
drug  in  the  market. 

"From  1993  to  1996,  there  were  AIDS  actuists  beating  down  the 
door  saying,  'Give  me  the  drug,'"  Hollowa)'  said.  '"You  have  to  ir\"  to 
balance  between  how  long  you  should  study  a  drug  to  ensure  it  is  safe 
and  how  long  you  should  wait  to  treat  sick  people." 

"Despite  what  you  read  in  the  press,  it  is  a  highly  regulated  indus- 
try," she  added.  "I  don't  believe  you'll  find  drugs  that  are  rushed  into 
the  market.  Each  drug  in  the  market  has  an  extensive  paper  trail." 

The  investment  m  a  new  drug  can  be  more  than  a  decade  ot  time 
and  hundreds  of  millions  oi  dollars,  Holloway  said, 

"And  those  are  the  ones  that  are  successful."  Holloway  said.  "It 
you  are  instrumental  m  the  creation  ot  one  or  two  daigs  that  hit  the 
market,  that  is  a  successtul  career." 

After  graduating  from  Southern  Miss,  Holloway  obtained  her  Ph.D. 
in  theoretical  organic  chemistiy  from  the  L'niversity  of  Texas  at  Austin 
betore  )oining  Merck  Research  Labovatones  m  West  Point,  Pa, 
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ToCNN 


Southern  Miss  Alumna 


M.iiiUcIcli^»iiJf>^ci:^lK«^i 


CNN  Correspondent  and  Southern  Miss  alumna  Kathleen 
Koch  has  covered  presidential  campaigns,  natural  disasters 
and  the  launch  of  a  war.  None  of  that,  however,  prepared  her 
completely  for  her  latest  major  assignment.  Hurricane  Katrina,  after 
all,  was  personal  for  the  Bay  St.  Louis  native. 

As  the  storm  approached  the  Gulf  Coast  last  August,  Koch  was 
waiting  m  Mobile,  Ala.,  ready  to  report  to  the  world  what  she  would 
find  in  the  coming  days.  What  she  found  was  disaster,  everywhere 
she  turned.  With  microphone  in  hand  and  a  camera  close  behind, 
Koch  cried  with  old  friends  and  stepped  over  wreckage  of  the  old  ice 
cream  parlor  her  parents  once  operated,  as  well  as  the  concrete  slab 
which  was  all  that  remained  of  her  childhood  home.  Like  for  many 
others  in  Mississippi  and  Louisiana,  Koch's  days  turned  into  weeks, 
which  turned  into  months.  The  result  of  six  subsequent  trips  back 
to  the  coast  was  a  CNN  documentary  titled  "Saving  My  City,"  which 
told  the  story  of  Bay  St.  Louis'  recovery  over  a  six-month  time  period 
post-hurricane. 

Since  it  first  aired  more  than  a  month  ago,  CNN  has  received  more 
viewer  responses  concerning  the  piece  than  any  other  documentary 
in  the  cable  network's  history. 

"A  lot  of  people  think  things 

are  much  better,  and  too  many 

people  don't  realize  the  Gulf 

Coast  was  even  affected." 


"What  CNN  said  was  that  they  wanted  something  different," 
she  said.  "So  I  said,  Why  not  just  follow  me  around  with  a  micro- 
phone?'" 

While  journalists  are  usually  instructed  to  keep  emotion  from 
entering  a  story  with  objectivity  the  watchword,  "Saving  My  Town," 
was  different.  The  documentary  was,  after  all,  personal  for  Koch. 

"I  just  wanted  to  keep  it  honest,"  she  said.  "Having  a  microphone 
and  camera  on  helped  me  to  hold  it  together  for  the  most  part.  I 
wanted  to  make  sure  that  it  did  not  become  about  me.  It  was  about 
the  town.  I  tried  as  best  1  could  to  talk  past  the  camera  like  I  was 


CNN  anchor  Anderson  Cooper  and  Southern  Miss  alumna  Kathleen  Koch  discuss  a  story 
in  the  aftermath  of  Hurricane  Katrina.  (Photo  Courtesy  of  Janet  Rodriguez  /  CNN) 

talking  to  a  friend." 

Although  Koch  is  quick  not  to  discount  the  plight  of  those  in 
Louisiana,  as  a  Mississippi  native  she  wants  to  make  sure  the  destruc- 
tion on  the  Gulf  Coast  is  not  forgotten. 

"It  was  very  dramatic  what  was  going  on  in  New  Orleans,  but  there 
was  a  huge  untold  story  in  Mississippi,"  Koch  said.  "I'm  a  perfection- 
ist. These  were  the  people  I  grew  up  with  and  I  had  to  do  them  justice. 
When  It  aired,  I  was  so  nervous  I  wanted  to  hide  under  the  bed. 

"A  lot  of  people  think  things  are  much  better,  and  too  many  people 
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still  don't  realize  the  Gulf  Coast  was  even  alTected,"  she  added.  "I 
wanted  to  provide  a  counterpoint  to  what  was  being  covered  m 
New  Orleans." 

Today,  she  is  still  reporting  on  the  rebuilding  process.  Koch  calls 
her  Katrina  coverage  the  most  important  story  she's  ever  covered. 
"I'm  going  to  be  six-feet  under  before  1  shut  up  about  it,"  she  says. 
A  second  documentary  covering  the  recovery  from  six  months  to 
one  year  post-Katrina  is  planned. 

"I'm  like  most  coast  residents  in  that  I'd  Uke  to  see  it  rebuilt 
exactly  the  same  as  it  was  -  every  brick,  every  board,"  Koch  said. 
She  acknowledges,  however,  "that  you  have  to  rebuild  it  better, 
smarter  and  safer." 

"I  just  hope  that  the  rebuilding  and  development  process  keeps 
with  the  history  and  the  charm  of  the  coast,"  she  added.  "You  have 
to  look  to  the  past  and  not  just  the  future.  I  want  the  coast  to  be 
the  same  special  place  it  has  always  been." 

Koch  says  she  could  not  have  imagined  prior  to  Katrma  the 
place  she  grew  up  would  be  washed  away  so  quickly. 

"I  think  everyone  who  has  been  through  this  has  been  changed 
because  of  it,"  Koch  said.  "How  it  has  changed  you  depends  on 
who  you  are  and  your  experience.  1  learned  to  take  nothing  for 
granted.  Don't  always  assume  that  you  are  going  to  have  all  the 
time  m  the  world  with  the  people  you  love  or  to  do  what  you 
want  to  do.  If  it  is  important  to  you,  do  it  now.  If  you  care  about 
someone,  let  them  know. 

"■When  you  see  your  hometown  devastated,  it  makes  you  real- 
ize that  not  only  are  you  a  product  of  your  family  upbringing,  but 
you're  a  product  of  the  place  you  grew  up,"  she  added.  "The  place 
makes  you  the  person  you  are.  When  I  called  my  family  to  let 
them  know  what  I  was  seeing  that  first  time  back,  1  just  told  them. 
Thank  you  for  letting  me  grow  up  there.'" 

While  her  reporting  on  the  recovery  routinely  takes  a  personal 


\      Kathleen   Koch   honed   her 

'  journalism  skills  as  an  editor  of 

The  Student  Printz  newspaper 

and  an  obituar)'  writer  for  the 

Hattiesburg  American. 

"It  was  a  good  fit  for  me  at 
Southern  Miss,"  Koch  said.  "I 
could  have  gone  some  other 
place,  but  1  was  a  Gulf  Coast 
girl  and  it  was  close  lo  home. 
The  Honors  College  was  so 
enticing  as  well.  To  be  in  small 
classes  with  the  best  professors, 
who  wanted  to  know  what  I  thought.  I  never  had  that  before.  It 
was  invigorating,  challenging. 

"Of  course  the  Greek  system  at  Southern  Miss  is  wonderful, 
but  you  could  still  have  a  great  social  life  as  an  independent. 
Everyone  was  warm  and  welcoming.  You  didn't  have  to  follow  a 
set  path  to  still  be  a  valuable  part  of  the  Uni\-ersity  community." 
In  April,  Koch  was  one  of  the  first  two  inductees  -  along  with 
longtime  professor  Dr.  Robert  "Gene"  Wiggins  —  into  the  School 
of  Mass  Communication  and  Journalism's  new  Hall  of  Fame. 
Koch  returned  to  the  Hattiesburg  campus  for  the  honor  and  a 
special  shovvdng  of  her  documentary  "Saving  My  Town." 

"1  was  stunned,  speechless.  I  was  very  flattered,"  she  said  about 
the  honor.  "When  the  call  came,  it  was  at  a  really  good  lime  for 
me  personally  because  the  documentary  was  about  to  air  and  I 
—  wasn't  sure  that  it  was  going  to  be  good  enough." 

Koch  began  her  career  in  broadcasting  before 
completing  her  degree  m  journalism  at  Southern 
Miss  when  she  was  hired  as  a  reporter  and  week- 
end anchor  for  WLOX-TV  in  Biloxi  in  1980. 
Currently  a  general  assignment  correspondent  for 
CNN  based  in  Washington,  D.C.,  she  specializes 
in  aviation  reporting  and  serves  as  backup  cor- 
respondent at  the  Pentagon  and  the  White  House. 
Before  joining  CNN,  Koch  was  a  general  assign- 
ment reporter  co\ering  Washington  D.C.,  for  mul- 
tiple news  organizations.  She  was  also  a  consumer 
and  medical  reporter  for  the  Group  W  Newsfeed 
Network  and  a  weekend  reporter  at  \\TIC-T\'  in 
Washington  DC.  She  was  an  anchor  and  State 
Department  correspondent  for  "America  Today," 
the  U.S.  Information  Agenc\  s  t\\  o-hour  daily  inter- 
national news  broadcast  to  Europe. 

She  has  co\ered  presidential  campaigns,  the  lead 
up  to  the  war  in  Iraq  and  the  Sept.  II,  2001.  ter- 
rorist attacks.  .After  Hurricane  Katrina  in  2005.  she 
returned  to  co\er  its  impact  on  the  Gulf  Coast. 


Kathleen  Koch's  ci-itically-acclaimed  documentary  "Saving  My  Town"  tells  the 
story  of  Bay  St.  Louis  following  Hurricane  Katrina.  Pictured  is  the  location  where 
her  family's  ice  cream  shop  once  stood.  (Photo  Courtesy  of  Skip  Nocciolo  /  CNN) 
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I'm  going 

to  be  six-feet 

under  before 

I  shut  up 

about  it." 


approach  to  the  disaster,  focusing  on  the  loss  of  life  and 
property,  it  also  tackles  the  problems  those  affected  are 
having  with  the  Federal  Emergency  Management  Agency 
(FEMA)  and  insurance  companies. 

She  recalls  a  conversation  she  had  with  Sen.  Trent  Lott  in 
which  the  congressman  explained  to  her  his  trouble  with 
his  insurance  company.  "He  said  he  had  paid  premiums  for 
45  years  and  that  the  first  case  he  had  argued  and  won  as  an 
attorney  was  for  the  company.  Now  his  house  was  destroyed 
and  he  couldn't  get  a  dime  from  them. 

"They  (insurance  companies)  are  treating  everyone  the 
same  -  from  congressmen  to  janitors,"  she  added. 

With  another  hurricane  season  fast  approachmg,  Koch 
says  South  Mississippi  residents  still  have  a  lot  of  ques- 
tions. 

"People  are  terrified,"  she  said.  "We  used  to  call  it  CamiUe- 
survivor  syndrome.  I  say  now,  however,  that  Camille  killed 
twice.  Many  people  who  survived  Camille  said  there  would 
never  be  a  hurricane  worse  than  Camille  so  they  stayed.  A 
lot  of  those  same  people  are  saying  now  that  if  the  next  one 
is  Category  3  or  above  they  are  leaving." 

Where  to  go,  however,  is  one  of  the  biggest  questions. 

"What's  the  worst  structure  you  can  be  in  if  there  is  bad 
weather?  -  a  trailer,"  Koch  said.  "Right  now  the  coast  is  one 
giant  trailer  park.  Currently,  there  is  not  a  place  for  people 
to  go.  Where  are  they  going  to  evacuate  to?  FEMAs  answer 
right  now  is  they're  going  to  stock  convention  centers  and 
gymnasiums  with  supplies.  Em  thinking,  that  didn't  work 
out  too  well  in  New  Orleans  last  time." 

Koch  suggests,  however,  FEMA  has  made  some  changes 
for  the  better. 

"I  think  you  saw  that  with  their  response  to  Hurricane 
Wilma  when  it  hit  Florida,"  she  said.  "They  had  the  state 
covered  with  satellite  phones.  1  believe  David  Paulison  (new 
FEMA  director)  to  be  a  more  experienced  leader.  They  also 
realize  that  the  eyes  of  the  country  are  on  them." 

And  the  eyes  are  also  on  one  Southern  Miss  alumna  and 
reporter  telling  the  most  important  story  of  her  life. 


Koch  calls  Hurricane  Katrina,  "the  most  important  story  she's  ever  covered."  Above,  she 
is  pictured  working  in  Bay  St.  Louis  following  the  hurricane.  (Photo  Courtesy  of  Janet 
Rodriguez  /  CNN) 


Koch  hugs  Cindy  Barr,  her  former  roommate,  following  Koch's  appearance  at  Southern  Miss 
In  April.  (Photo  Courtesy  of  Steve  Rouse  /  Southern  Miss  Public  Relations) 
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The  Sun  Herald 

Jamie  Bates  '95 

John  Bialas 

Pam  Firmin '90,  '91 

Sharon  Fitzhugh 

Scott  Hawkins  '92 

Jared  Head  '02 

Tim  Isbell  '83 

Arthur  Jaramillo  '96 

Mike  Lacy  '78 

Anita  Lee 

Ricky  Mathews  '84 

Lisa  Monti  '72 

Karen  Nelson  '78 

Geoff  Pender  '90 

Tammy  Smith  '84,  '85 


Pulitzers  All 
^  Around 

(MINUS  THE  BRASS  BAND) 


Electricity  was  down.  Lives  were  destroyed,  and  in  some  cases  lost.  People 
were  starved  for  news,  any  news. 
That  was  the  plight  for  many  residents  of  south  Louisiana  and  Mississippi 
after  Hurricane  Katrina  swept  through  the  region  battering  everythmg  in  its  path. 
In  the  days  and  weeks  that  followed,  however,  heroes  emerged.  For  many,  news- 
papers were  an  invaluable  source  of  information,  providing  the  locations  of  food, 
water  and  ice.  In  many  cases,  it  was  Southern  Miss  alumni  gathering  and  dispens- 
ing that  information. 

In  April,  the  largest  circulation  newspapers  on  the  Gulf  Coast,  the  Sun  Herald, 
and  in  New  Orleans,  the  Times-Picayune,  were  honored  with  Pulitzer  Prizes  for  their 
efforts  post-Katrina.  Both  papers  received  journalisms  most  prestigious  award  in 
the  Public  Service  category,  while  the  Times-Picayune  received  an  additional  honor 
in  the  Breaking  News  category. 

Ricky  Mathews  '84,  who  serves  as  Sun-Herald  publisher,  thanked  his  staff  for 
their  hard  work  and  cited  how  vital  their  role  is  in  the  community,  especially  fol- 
lowing an  event  like  Hurricane  Katrina. 

"What  is  most  important  to  a  newspaper  is  the  service  it  provides  to  the  reader," 
Mathews  said.  "At  the  end  of  the  day  we  serve  a  community.  In  the  days  after  the 
storm  we  were  the  only  way  people  could  get  the  news." 

Ted  Jackson  '84,  a  veteran  photographer  with 
the  Times-Picayune,  said  while  the  newspaper's 
staff  was  thrilled  with  their  awards,  the  celebra- 
tion that  followed  was  in  stark  contrast  to  the  one 
held  by  the  paper  when  it  received  a  Pulitzer  in 
1997. 

"Back  then  we  had  a  brass  band  and  cham- 
pagne, but  this  time  it  was  much  more  somber 
when  we  pondered  the  losses  from  the  storm 
-  and  that  was  appropriate,  I  thought,"  Jackson 
said. 

Jackson  credited  his  academic  training  at 
Southern  Miss  for  the  fact  that  he  even  chose 
photojournalism  as  a  profession.  "If  it  hadn't  been 
for  USM  and  Ed  Wheeler  Qackson's  professor) 
and  the  photojournalism  program,  I  would  be 
doing  something  totally  different,"  he  said. 

"It  gave  me  the  foundation  and  the  inspiration  to  do  this  work.  And  Ed  Wheeler, 
I  can't  say  enough  about  him  and  his  dedication  to  photojournalism  that  inspires 
me  to  excellence,  because  that's  what  you're  hoping  for  and  working  for." 

LesHe  Williams  '78  concurred  with  his  colleague  that  his  education  at  Southern 
Miss  is  a  key  element  of  his  success  as  a  journalist.  "The  skill  set  I  acquired  at  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi  well  prepared  me  for  the  many  challenges  jour- 


Ted  Jackson 
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Under  the  leadership  of  publisher  Ricky  Mathews  '84,  the  Sun  Nera/c/ remarkably  did  not  miss  an  issue 
due  to  Hurricane  Katrina.  Above,  Mathews  reviews  the  edition  that  published  one  day  post-Katrina. 

nalists  contend  with  daily  -  accuracy,  fairness,  context,"  he  said. 

"USM  professors  imprinted  me  with  the  best  practices  of  this  ever-changing  profes- 
sion and  nurtured  my  intellect.  The  University's  diverse  student  body  -  particularly 
students  from  South  America,  Central  America  and  other  foreign  lands  -  expanded 
my  world  view  and  helped  me  to  better  understand  many  issues  I'd  report  on 
later." 

Times-Picayunc  editor  Jim  Amoss  praised  Jackson  and  the  rest  of  the  newspaper's 
staff  for  their  "heroic"  efforts  m  the  face  of  what  has  been  described  as  the  worst 
natural  disaster  to  hit  the  United  States  in  modern  times. 

"Our  staff  performed  heroically  under  the  most  stressful  conditions  imaginable, 
including  risking  their  lives  and,  for  many,  working  in  the  knowledge  that  they  had 
lost  all  their  worldly  possessions,"  Amoss  said.  "Ted  Jackson  braved  extraordinary 
circumstances  to  capture  some  of  the  most  memorable  images.  And  he  kept  at  it  for 
days,  never  flagging." 

Mike  Lacy  '78,  who  works  as  a  special  projects  coordinator  for  the  Sun  Herald,  said 
that  while  winning  the  Pulitzer  is  a  wonderful  validation  of  the  staff's  work,  the  real 
reward  is  in  the  paper's  community  service  role. 

"One  of  my  mentors  once  said  to  me  Journalism  is  one  of  the  noblest  careers  you 
can  have'  and  I  agree  with  that,"  Lacy  said.  "You  teel  good  when  you  do  something 
that  has  a  positive  result,  and  I  think  what  we  did  during  Katrina  had  a  positive 
result.  We  didn't  have  to  have  a  Pulitzer  to  know  we  were  doing  the  right  thing." 

The  judges'  comments  cite  the  Sim  Herald  for  its  "valorous  and  comprehensive 
coverage  of  Hurricane  Katrina,  providing  a  lifeline  for  devastated  readers,  m  print 
and  online,  during  their  time  of  greatest  need." 

The  judges  say  the  Timcs-Picaviine's  Public  Service  award  was  the  result  of  its 
"heroic,  multi-faceted  coverage  of  Hurricane  Katrina  and  its  aftermath,  making 
exceptional  use  of  the  newspaper's  resources  to  serve  an  inundated  cit\'  e\'en  after 
evacuation  of  the  newspaper  plant."  And  its  Breaking  News  award  was  in  recognition 
of  "its  courageous  and  aggressive  coverage  of  Hurricane  Katrina,  overcoming  desper- 
ate conditions  facing  the  city  and  the  newspaper." 


The  Times-Picayune 

Chuck  Cook  '83 

Ted  Jackson '84 

Leslie  Williams  '78 


"The  skill  set  I  acquired  at 
The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  well  prepared 
me  for  the  many  chal- 
lenges journalists  contend 
with  daily  -  accuracy,  fair- 
ness, context." 

-Leslie  Williams  '78 
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Conductor  Elected  to  National  Association  Office 


Thomas  V.  Fraschillo 


■  Thomas  V  Fraschillo,  professor  of  music  and 
director  of  bands  at  the  University,  has  been 
elected  president  of  America's  most  prestigious 
organization  for  band  directors,  the  American 
Bandmasters  Association  (ABA). 

Membership  in  the  ABA  is  by  invitation  only,  and 
presidents  are  chosen  by  past  presidents  only;  there- 
fore, this  honor  is  singular  among  its  members. 

Fraschillo  was  invited  to  become  a  member  in 
1988.  "The  process  was  long  and  tedious  as  the 
election  committee  places  much  scrutiny  upon 
its  potential  candidates,"  Fraschillo  said.  "But,  the 
experience  was  one  of  the  most  rewarding  aspects 
of  my  career  as  a  conductor  and  music  educator." 

Even  more  unique  to  his  election  is  that  there 


has  never  been  a  national  president  selected  from 
Mississippi,  and  Fraschillo  is  only  the  second 
ofhcer  to  be  selected  from  a  southern  state  in  the 
organizations  long  history 

"Dr.  Fraschillos  election  to  president  of  the 
ABA  is  an  indication  of  his  esteemed  reputation 
among  bandmasters  the  world  over,"  said  Dr. 
Charles  Elliott,  director  of  the  School  of  Music  at 
Southern  Miss.  "The  University  should  take  great 
pride  in  his  accomplishment." 

Past  presidents  of  the  ABA  have  included  such 
notable  Americans  as  John  Philip  Sousa,  Edwin 
Franko  Goldman,  Karl  King,  and  Col.  John  R. 
Bourgeois,  former  commander  /  conductor  of  the 
United  States  Marine  Band,  "The  President's  Own." 


Students  Win  ADDY  Awards 

■  Several  art  students  in  graphic  communi- 
cation won  awards  recently  at  the  Mississippi 
Gulf  Coast  2006  ADDY  Awards  competi- 
tion, sponsored  by  the  American  Advertising 
Federation  (AAF). 

The  AAF,  headquartered  m  Washington, 
D.C.,  represents  50,000  professionals  in 
the  advertising  industry.  Its  130  corporate 
members  are  advertisers,  agencies  and  media 
companies  that  compnse  the  nation's  lead- 
ing brands  and  corporations.  The  AAF  has 
a  national  network  of  advertising  clubs  and 
connects  the  industry  with  an  academic  base 
through  Its  college  chapters. 


"I  was  delighted  so  many  Southern  Miss 
students  were  selected,"  said  DeAnna  Douglas, 
associate  professor  of  the  Southern  Miss  graphic 
communication  program.  "This  is  a  way  for 
them  to  participate  in  a  professional  organiza- 
tion while  still  in  school,  and  it's  a  great  way  to 
learn  and  to  make  business  contacts." 

Southern  Miss  graphic  communication  stu- 
dent winners  in  the  competition  are 

•Overall  Winners:  Lindsay  Phillippi  of  Baton 
Rouge  with  the  Best  of  Show;  Jessica  Sherman 
of  Laurel  with  the  Judges'  Choice  Award. 

•Gold  Awards:  Jon  Comette,  Hattiesburg; 
Stephanie  Fish,  Gulfport;  Mary  Frierson,  Picayune; 


Megan  Hams,  Hattiesburg;  Anzie  LaRosa,  Biloxi; 
Lindsay  Phillippi,  Baton  Rouge;  Drew  Rhian 
(2),  Hattiesburg;  Margarita  Rivera  (3),  Gautier; 
Samantha  Smith,  Brookhaven;  Jessica  Sherman, 
Laurel;  Jared  Walters,  Laurel;  Shannon  Windham, 
Laurel.  Three  of  the  gold  winners,  Shennan, 
Comette  and  Jared  Walters,  since  have  won  at 
the  district  level  and  have  qualified  to  enter  the 
regional  competition  in  Georgia. 

•Silver  Awards:  Mary  Frierson,  Picayune; 
Megan  Harris,  Hattiesburg;  Stephanie  Fish, 
Gulfport;  Margarita  Rivera,  Gautier;  Drew 
Rhian  (2),  Hattiesburg;  Joel  Sanders,  Pearl; 
Jared  Walters  (2),  Laurel. 


Longtime  Faculty  Member  Has  Opera  Staged  in  Italy 


■  Luigi  Zaninelli,  composer-in-residence  at  the 
University,  traveled  to  Italy  to  supervise  the  European 
premiere  of  his  opera  Snow  White,  based  on  the  fairy 
tale  by  the  Brothers  Grimm. 

A  member  of  the  School  of  Music  faculty  since 
1973,  his  opera  was  presented  at  one  of  the  world's 
most  famous  opera  houses,  the  Teatro  del  Maggio 
Musicale,  at  Florence,  Italy  The  production  was 
produced  and  sponsored  by  il  Teatro  del  Maggio 
Musicale  Fiorentino,  Syracuse  University  at  Florence 
and  Southern  Miss. 

In  staging  his  opera,  ZanineUi  became  one  of  the 
very  few  American  composers  to  have  work  per- 
formed in  Italy,  the  undisputed  home  of  opera  as  it  is 
known  today  Sung  in  English  with  Italian  sub-tides, 
the  company  presented  nine  performances  March 
19-21. 

Vivien  Hewitt,  a  highly  esteemed  director  of  Puccini 
operas,  directed  ZanineUi's  Snow  White.  Other  artistic 


talents  included  leading  European  fashion  designer 
Regina  Schrecker  as  costumer  and  Alex  Koziara  as  the 
scenographer 

The  opera  evolved  from  a  studio  performance, 
commissioned  and  directed  by  Leon  Major  and  the 
Maryland  Opera  Studio  at  the  University  of  Maryland. 
In  1996,  with  generous  support  from  Southern 
Miss,  Snow  White  received  its  first  fiall  staging  on  the 
Hattiesburg  campus. 

Zaninelli  has  received  many  awards,  including  a 
Steinway  Prize  and  yearly  awards  from  the  American 
Society  of  Composers  and  Authors  (ASCAP).  He  also 
was  the  first  five-time  recipient  of  the  Mississippi 
Institute  of  Arts  and  Letters  Music  Award. 

He  has  more  than  300  published  works  to  his 
credit  and  has  received  commissions  to  compose  for 
virtually  every  music  genre.  His  other  operatic  works, 
Mr.  Sebastian  and  Good  Friday,  were  performed  at 
Southem  Miss  in  January 


Luigi  Zaninelli 


40 


THE  TALON 


ATHLETI    NEWS 


Young  Named  Starter  as  Golden  Eagles  Conclude  Spring 

The  Golden  Eagle  football  team  closed 
spring  practices  with  the  annual  Black  and 
Gold  Game  and  Head  Coach  Jeff  Bower 
has  tabbed  junior  Jereiny  Young  as  the 
starting  quarterback  entering  the  fall. 

"Jeremy  has  come  a  long  way,  and  he's 
giving  us  that  added  dimension  of  being 
a  good  runner  by  being  able  to  pull  the 
ball  down  and  make  some  plays,"  Bower 
said.  "I  think  he's  starting  to  gam  a  lot  of 
confidence  in  himself  right  now,  and  that's 
really  important." 

Young,  who  took  all  of  his  snaps  with 
the  Gold  team  in  the  spring  game,  com- 
pleted 6-of-lO  passes  for  77  yards,  while 
Michigan  State  transfer  Stephen  Reaves 
finished  with  a  combined  80  yards  on  7- 


of-10  passes  for  both  teams. 

"I  thought  it  went  well,"  Bower  said  o( 
the  annual  scrimmage.  "All  of  our  quar- 
terbacks did  some  good  things  and  both 
teams  were  able  to  run  the  ball  effectively. 
"We  limited  a  lot  of  things,  with  this  being 
a  shorter  game,  but  I  think  we  got  what 
we  expected  out  of  this  game." 

The  Gold  Team  scored  a  pair  of  hrsl 
quarter  touchdowns  and  never  let  go  ol 
the  lead,  winning  14-9  over  the  Black 
Team  m  front  of  5,619  m  attendance  at 
M.M.  Roberts  Stadium. 

The  Golden  Eagles  open  the  season 
Sept.  2  at  Florida.  Homecoming  is  sched- 
uled for  Oct.  14  when  Conference  USA 
rival  Houston  visits  Hattiesburg. 


Jeremy  Young  will  enter  the  fall  as  the  Golden  Eagle  quar- 
terback after  a  solid  spring. 


Eustachy  Touts  'Monster'  Class 

Larry  Eustachy 
has  not  taken  too 
many  opportuni- 
ties to  gloat  in  his 
first  two  seasons 
as  men's  basketball 
coach.  He  feels 
certain,  however, 
that  recent  Golden 
Eagle  signmgs  will 
go  a  long  way  to 
giving  him  more 
Larry  Eustachy  reason  to  brag. 

In  April,  he  announced  the  signing  of 
four  players,  three  prep  standouts  and  one 
junior  college  transfer.  The  group  includes 
Demar  Dotson  (6-foot-9,  250  pounds, 
forward  /  center)  of  Southeastern  Illinois 
College;  David  Howard  (6-5,  220,  forward) 
of  Wayne  County  High  School;  Saiquon 
Stone  (6-6,  200,  guard)  of  Laurinburg 
(N.C)  Prep;  and  Maros  Zuffa  (6-4,  185, 
guard)  of  Our  Lady  of  Mt.  Carmel  HS 
m  Baltimore,  Md.  The  four  players  join 
Southern  Miss'  three  early  period  signees 
as  newcomers  to  next  season's  program, 
including  Gjio  Bain  of  Northeastern  (Neb.) 
Community  College,  Dewayne  Green  of 
Mt.  San  Jacinto  (Cahf.)  College,  and  Andre 
Stephens  of  Heidelberg  High  School. 

"This  class  is  dehnitely  an  'A,'"  said 
Eustachy  when  asked  to  grade  the  class. 
"It's  a  strong,  deep  class,  and  it's  what  we 


need  here.  You  usually  can't  grade  a  class 
until  four  years  later,  but  I  can  put  a  check 
next  to  most  of  these  guys'  names  as  ready 
to  play  now.  This  class  has  a  tremendous 
talent  level,  and  it's  a  monster  class  in  my 
opinion." 

The  class  features  two  of  the  top  players 
m  the  state  of  Mississippi,  Howard  and 
Stephens,  both  of  whom  were  named  to 
the  Clarion  Ledger's  "Dandy  Dozen,"  sig- 
nifying the  most  sought-after  recruits  m  a 
given  academic  year. 

Tennis  Adds  Two 

Men's  Tennis  Coach  Teddy  'Viator  has 
announced  the  signing  of  'Will  Thames 
of  Heidelberg  Academy  and  Callen 
Fraychineaud  of  Newbury  Park  (Calif. "i 
High  School. 

Thames,  a  5-foot-ll,  160-pound  senior 
from  Laurel,  is  ranked  m  the  Top  20  in  the 
South  and  Top  100  in  the  nation  m  the 
United  States  Tennis  Association  (.USTA") 
rankings. 

Fraychineaud,  a  6-foot,  165-pound 
senior  from  Thousand  Oaks,  Calif.,  has 
played  at  the  No.  1  singles  position  at 
Newbur)'  Park  and  holds  a  record  of  57- 
6  at  No.  1  singles  throughout  his  career. 
He  IS  ranked  among  the  Top  150  junior 
pla)'ers  m  the  nation  and  was  a  quarter- 
hnalist  at  the  West  Coast  National  junior 
Championships. 


Golf  Signs  Arkansas  Standout 

Head  Men's  Golf  Coach  Steve  Johnson 
has  announced  the  signing  of  Rob  Hudson 
of  FayetteviUe,  Ark. 

Hudson  IS  a  standout  golfer  for  Coach 
Kyle  Adams  at  FayetteviUe  (Ark.^i  High 
School.  He  had  an  outstanding  high 
school  career,  earning  Arkansas  High 
School  Activities  Association  (AHSAA) 
all-state  honors  as  both  a  junior  and 
a  senior,  leading  his  team  to  a  No.  5 
finish    m    the    2005    state    tournament. 

Palmer  Adds  Pitching 

Head  Baseball  Coach  Corky  Palmer 
has  announced  the  signing  of  Garrett 
Harris,  a  6-foot,  175-pound  nght-handed 
pitcher  trom  New  Hope  High  School  in 
Columbus. 

As  a  junior,  he  was  10-2  with  one  save. 
II  complete  games  m  13  starts,  three 
shutouts  and  a  1.81  ER.-\  m  85  innings 
pitched.  He  struck  out  97,  walked  22  and 
opponents  hit  .218  against  him. 

Southern  Miss'  other  signees  include 
Houston  Brown  (,LHR  6-0.  180.  Evangelical 
Christian  HS.  Memphis,  Tenn.\  Tim  Foster 
UB/3B,  6-3,  200.  .Adams  County  Christian. 
Natchez\  Chance  Hurst  i,C.  5-11,  185.  St. 
Thomas  More  HS.  Lafayette.  La.\  Jordan 
King  C3B  /  RHP  6-0.  180.  N\\"  Rankm  HS. 
Brandon^i  and  Todd  Mclnnis  i.RHR  6-1. 
loO,  XW  Rankm  HS.  BrandonV 
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ATHLETIC  JEWS 


Washington  Named  All-Amencan 

Raquel  Washington  became  the  first  female 
indoor  track  and  field  Ail-American  at  Southern 
Miss  following  her  performance  at  the  NCAA 
Indoor  Championships. 

Washington,  a  native  of  Gulfport,  recorded  a  time 
of  8.10  in  the  60-meter  hurdles  and  finished  sev- 
enth in  the  finals  at  the  Indoor  Championship.  She 
ran  a  personal  and  school  record  time  of  8.08  dur- 
ing the  preliminaries.  She  is  a  tvv'o-time  Conference 
USA  indoor  champion  in  the  60-meter  hurdles. 
In  Division  I  track  and  held,  the  top  eight 
Raquel  Washington  hnishers   in   each   event   at   the    NCAA   Indoor 

Championships,  including  relays,  are  awarded  All-America  status.  In  the 
individual  (non-relay)  events,  if  one  or  more  of  the  top  eight  finishers  are 
of  another  nationality,  eight  American-born  athletes  are  selected  in  addition 
to  any  foreign-born  AU-Americans. 

Through  April  of  the  2006  outdoor  season,  Washington  had  turned  in  a 
best  time  of  13.19  in  the  100-meter  hurdles. 

Following  competition  in  the  Conference  USA  Championship  Meet  at  El 
Paso,  Texas,  Washington  and  a  number  of  Golden  Eagle  athletes  will  compete 
in  the  NCAA  Mideast  Regional  Meet  in  Tennessee  on  May  26-27.  Washington 
is  among  the  Southern  Miss  hopefuls  seeking  a  spot  in  the  NCAA  Outdoor 
Championships,  to  be  held  in  Sacramento,  Calif.,  on  June  7. 


Catch®Magic 


September  26,  2006  6:30p.m. 


62A^tr$>1sf^£^World«    ^w« 


A 


$120 

per  night,  plus  tax 


$65 

per  night,  plus  tax 


$244 

per  night,  plus  tax 


Southern  Miss  Athletics  offers  a  H'aft  Dhney  World  Resort  vacation 
at  unbelievable  rates!  Now  is  the  opportunity  to  not  only  support  your 
Golden  Eagles  but  to  also  take  a  vacation  where  the  magic  comes  to  you. 
Room  rates  are  starting  at  $65  plus  tax  for  two  doubles  on  property,  where 
you  get  free  shuttle  to  all  Disney  activities  and  free  pickup  shuttle  and  return 
service  from  the  Orlando  airport  for  those  who  desire  to  fly.  Let's  turn  this 
game  into  a  Southern  Miss  home  game.  Do  not  miss  out  on  what  could  be 
the  most  exciting  C-USA  match  up  in  2006! 

*For  reservations  call  407.938.4868. 

Reservations  may  be  made  through  May  26,2006,  Mon-Fri  9  a.m.  -  5  p.m. 
Be  sure  to  reference  The  University  of  Southern  IVIississippi  Group  #  G0465170 

'Tickets  may  be  ordered  with  season  ticket  package  or  call  1.800.844.TICK. 


JEREMY  BRIDGES  '02 
ARIZONA  CARDINALS 

Jeremy  Bridges  has  played  football  for  most  of  his  life. 
He  played  football  in  high  school  and  college,  hoping 
one  day  to  make  it  to  the  National  Football  League. 

And  his  long  hard  work  paid  off  when  he  joined 
the  league  as  the  Philadelphia  Eagles'  sixth-round 
selection  m  the  2003  NFL  Draft  (185"^  overall  pick). 

At  Philadelphia,  Bridges  made  the  teams  2003 
starting  lineup  but  was  inactive  for  the  season. 

In  September  2004,  Bridges  made  a  move  to  play 
for  the  Arizona  Cardinals.  That  season  he  started  in 
eight  games  and  played  in  an  additional  five  games. 
Bridges  is  classihed  as  a  guard  but  during  the  2004 
season,  he  also  contributed  to  special  teams.  The 
Cardinals  were  5-11  during  the  2004  season. 

In  2005,  Bridges  started  in  diree  games  and  played  in 
four  additional  games.  He  returned  in  the  guard  posi- 
tion. The  Cardinals  were  6-10  during  the  2005  season. 

As  a  member  of  the  Southern  Miss  football  team, 
Jeremy  Bridges  was  a  four-year  player.  He  started  45 
consecutive  games  as  a  guard  for  the  Golden  Eagles 
after  redshirting  his  freshman  year. 

In  his  final  year  playing  for  Southern  Miss, 
Bridges  helped  his  team  to  the  Houston  Bowl  and 
an  8-5  record. 

Bridges  has  been  awarded  many  honors  for  his  ath- 
letic abilities.  He  attended  South  Pike  High  School  in 
McComb,  where  he  was  honored  as  Pike  County  Player 
of  the  Year  He  was  recognized  during  his  final  year  at 
Southern  Miss  vvdth  an  invitation  to  play  in  the  2003 
Senior  Bowl  and  the  2003  Rotary  Gridiron  Classic. 

Bridges  is  the  youngest  of  seven  children.  He  has 
a  2-year-old  daughter,  Daija  Zniya. 
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EAGI    CLUB 


Southern  Miss  Football  and  the  Beautiful  Disney  World®  Resort! 

^^  '■   ^^           The  Eagle  Club  is  offering  a  special  opportunity  to  support  the  Golden  Eagles  m  what  may  be  the  biggest 

^ ^yr%^^^^     conference  road  game  of  the  year  -  versus  UCF  at  the  Citrus  Bowl  m  Orlando,  Fla.,  Tuesday  night,  Sept.  26. 

M  g       ^^_       J     Enjoy  the  beautiful  September  weather,  stay  and  play  golf  and  enjoy  boating,  amusement  parks,  and  so 

T  ^  V  S^^tF  ™^ch  more  for  as  short  or  as  long  as  you  want  to  stay  Room  rates  will  begin  at  $65  plus  tax  for  two  doubles 

^^^^^^         on  property,  where  you  get  free  shuttle  to  all  Disney  activities  and  free  shuttle  and  return  service  from  the 

Orlando  airport  for  those  who  desire  to  fly. 
To  make  your  reservation,  fans  may  call  407.938.4868.  Please  be  sure  to  reference  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  and 
have  the  group  number,  G0465170,  available.   Reservations  made  after  May  26  are  subject  to  availability 

ROOM  RATES 

' 

All-Star  Sports                 $65  +  tax  per  room  per  night 

Port  Orleans  -  Riverside     $120  +  tax  per  room  per  night 

Boardwall<  Inn                  $244  +  tax  (Garden  Suite  -  $460  +  tax;  Hospitality  Suite  -  $920  +  tax; 

2  Bedroom  Suite  -  $920  +  tax) 

Southern  Miss  Athletics  Needs  Your  Help 

A  great  misnomer  exists  about  the  cost  of  athletic  scholarships  -  that 
they  are  free.  Southern  Miss  Athletics  is  in  fact  a  major  contributor  to  the 
University  by  paying  for  the  tuition,  room,  board,  and  even  books  for  more 
than  300  student-athletes.  This  bill  exceeds  $3. 1  miRion  annually  To  date, 
the  Eagle  Club  raises  approximately  $T8  million  from  a  tremendous  base 
of  donors  -  leaving  a  $  1. 3  million  deficit  to  be  paid  by  the  University  Only 
10  years  ago  the  cost  of  these  payments  was  $1.2  million. 

Southern  Miss  fans  desire  to  be  a  player  m  the  Bowl  Championship 
Series;  today  this  is  possible.    To  do  so,  however,  we  are  competing 


not  only  against  Conference  USA  schools,  but  schools  like  Alabama, 
LSU,  Florida  and  Auburn.  Leveling  the  playing  field  requires  all 
Golden  Eagles  to  work  together. 

The  Eagle  Clubs  primary  source  of  revenue  comes  from  the  sale 
of  tickets  and  from  the  generous  donations  our  fans  make  to  the 
Eagle  Club.  The  Get  One  campaign  was  initiated  one  year  ago,  and 
it  was  an  immediate  success.  This  is  a  chance  to  make  a  difference. 
Please  contact  the  Eagle  Club  today  for  donor  or  ticket  information 
at  601.266.5299. 


Golden  Moon  Eagle  Classic  Fields  Record  Participation 


The  Golden  Moon  Eagle  Classic  turned 
out  to  be  the  largest  Southern  Miss  fan-based 
golf  field  to  participate  in  a  single  event.  This 
soon-to-be-annual  classic  was  held  at  the 
Pearl  River  Resort  in  Philadelphia,  home  of 
the  beautiful  36-hole  Dancing  Rabbit  Golf 
Courses.  This  event  combined  fans  with 
numerous  celebrities  who  came  to  honor 
Hanford  Dixon,  former  Golden  Eagle  and 
Cleveland  Brown,  and  create  the  Hanford 
Dixon  football  endowment  at  Southern  Miss. 


Tournament  revenues  exceeded  $35,000. 

The  star  studded  field  included  Dixon,  Sammy 
Winder,  Reggie  Collier,  Mike  Boley,  Ray  Guy,  Jeff 
Posey,  Kris  Mangum,  Jeff  Cook,  Ray  Perkins, 
Bobby  Collins,  Jeff  Bower,  Aubrey  Matthews, 
Bud  Brown,  Kent  Hull,  Michael  Jackson,  Pat 
Simpson,  Vic  Purvis,  Bob  Posey  Mickey  D'Angelo, 
Tom  Pagnozzi,  Mitch  Rodrigue,  Courtney 
Messingham  and  Clarence  Weatherspoon. 

Tournament  winners  included  Hanford 
Dixon  Championship  Flight  (Scratch)  -  58 


-  Steve  Moore,  Daxid  Rimes,  Roben  Fagan,  John 
Miller;  60  -  Clark  Gordon,  Chuck  Gordon,  Da\id 
Gordon,  Dennis  Foster;  63  -  Forrest  Roberts. 
Drew  Mattieson,  Todd  Bradle\',  Kim  Bradley. 
Sammy  Winder  -  Reggie  Collier  Open  Di\ision 
(Handicapped)  -  52  -  Dick  Simmons.  Jimm\- 
Garrett,  Sid  Bamett,  l\-an  Cobb;  53  -  Dwa}"ne 
Ea\'enson,  M)Jes  Hudson,  Brad  Holmes.  John 
Beightol;  54  -  Bus  Cook,  Nick  Cnitcher,  Chris 
Cmtcher,  Ste\-e  Crutcher;  54  -  Mike  Pun-is,  Billy 
Walker  Rick  Tiiisn;  Scott  Statfoixl. 


Former  Southern  Miss  greats  from  a  variety  of 
sports  participated  in  support  of  the  Hanford  Dixon 
football  endowment. 


From  left,  Reggie  Collier  ,  Michael  Jackson,  Sammy 
Winder,  Dr.  Charlie  Burchell,  Aubrey  Matthews  and 
Jeff  Posey  enjoy  the  festivities  at  the  Golden  Moon 
Eagle  Classic. 


Ray  Guy,  left,  poses  for  this  photo  with   Sparky 
Walker. 
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Summer  weather  has  hit  Mississippi  and  the  season  will  soon  follow.  As  you  get  ready  to 
pack  your  bags  for  a  sunny  vacation,  be  sure  to  coordinate  your  wardrobe  with  black  and 
gold  attire  and  bring  along  a  camera.  Send  photos*  of  yourself,  your  family  and  friends  and  we 
will  publish  them  m  future  editions  of  The  Talon,  as  space  permits. 


*For  printing  purposes,  please  save  or  scan  your  photos  at  a  resolution  of  300  dpi.  If  you  have 
any  questions,  contact  the  Alumni  Association  at  601.266.5013. 


Southern  Miss  Eagle  Club  Executive  Director 
Dick  Vogel  '83  received  the  Outstanding 
Executive  Director  Award  from  the  All 
American  Football  Foundation  during  the  76th 
Banquet  of  Champions  in  Mobile,  Ala.  From 
left  are  Billy  Walker  '80,  Brenda  Walker  78, 
Donna  Brown,  Debbie  Vogel  '83,  Andy  Brown 
'85,  Vogel,  Mike  Purvis  76,  Sherryl  Knight,  Col. 
Tyler  Fletcher,  Joe  Bryant  75  and  Dr.  Gerrry 
Cadenhead  Fletcher. 

Johnny  Peters  '00,  '02  spent  three  weeks 
in  Israel  as  part  of  his  studies  at  Southern 
Methodist  University's  Perkins  School  of 
Theology.  While  there,  he  and  a  Arkansas 
State  University  alumnus  showed  their  school 
spirit  in  front  of  the  Dome  of  the  Rock.  Johnny 
is  a  Life  Member  of  the  Association,  as  are  his 
parents  Marsha  '75  and  Jack  Peters. 

Football  friends  gathered  in  the 
Germantown,  Tenn.,  home  of  Mike  Moore 
'74  on  Dec.  20,  2005,  to  watch  Southern 
Miss  defeat  Arkansas  State  in  the  New 
Orleans  Bowl.  Front  and  center  are  Barry 
Lambert  '73  and  Moore. 

Former  East  Central  Community  College 
President  Walter  Arno  Vincent  '39  was  hon- 
ored on  his  90th  birthday  with  a  celebra- 
tion held  Feb.  25,  2006,  in  Mabry  Memorial 
Cafeteria  on  the  Decatur  campus.  More  than 
100  family  members  and  friends  attended 
the  special  event  held  in  tribute  to  the  long- 
time educator. 

Dave  Brandon  '70  ran  into  former  fraternity 
brother  Donnie  (Crow)  McCrory  '71  in  the 
New  Orleans,  La.,  airport.  McCrory  was  on 
his  way  to  Fort  Lewis,  Wash.,  for  Iraq  training. 
Brandon  and  his  wife.  Sherry,  were  on  their 
way  to  Key  West,  Fla. 

Three  Southern  Miss  alumni,  Lt.  Col.  Rickey 
Hosey  '83,  Lew  Hood  '75  and  Sgt.  Maj.  Donald 
McCrory  '71  have  completed  a  successful 
Bright  Star  Military  Exercise  in  Egypt.  Hosey 
and  McCrory  have  also  served  together  in 
Afghanistan  and  Kuwait. 

The  Gustins  enjoy  a  great  game  at  The 
Rock.  From  left  are  Elizabeth,  Allan  '89,  Win 
and  Christy  Tynes  Gustin  '91. 

It  was  Southern  Miss  night  at  the  Gwinett 
Gladiators  game  on  Jan.  7,  when  team 
owner  Toby  Jeffreys  '80  hosted  Dr.  Lisa 
Bond  '91  and  her  husband  Daniel  '05  and  Dr. 
Jimmie  Phillips  '73,  '86,  '94  and  her  husband 
Ron  '69.  Jeffreys  was  a  former  president  of 
the  Student  Alumni  Association  when  Ron 
Phillips  was  alumni  director. 

Eddy  Breazeale,  Julie  Polk  Breazeale  '00, 
Barrett  Breazeale,  Jan  Polk  '74,  John  Polk 
'71  and  Brian  Polk  pose  outside  the  Aubrey 
K.  Lucas  Administration  Building. 
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Now  is  your  chance  to  catch  up  on  the  news 
and  accomplishments  of  your  fellow  Golden 
Eagles.  To  submit  your  news  to  The  Talon, 
please  send  your  information  to  the  Southern 
Miss  Alumni  Association,  118  College  Drive 
#5013,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-0001,  e-mail 
alumni@usm.edu  or  post  it  online  at  www. 
SouthernMissAlumni.com. 

All  cities  are  in  Mississippi  unless  otherwise 
noted. 


JUANITA  GOODBREAD  '33  of  Tampa,  Fla. 
is  active  and  in  good  health  at  94  years  old. 


ELAINE  CLEARMAN  CASTLES  '57  is  a 

retired  teacher  living  m  Nevv'ton  County  She 
has  two  daughters,  six  grandchildren,  nine 
great-grandchildren  and  three  great-great- 
grandchildren. 

CAPT.  BILLY  R.  LOVETT  '59  was  hon- 
ored as  East  Central  Community  College's 
Alumnus  of  the  Year  for  2005.  Lovett  was  an 
instructor  at  ECCC  for  seven  years.  He  and 
his  wife  Sandra  live  in  Forest. 


DICK  AINSWORTH  '62  has  joined 
BancorpSouth  as  vice  president  and  branch 
manager  in  Magee. 

STEPHEN  WONG  '64  has  retired  and  is  liv- 
ing in  Old  Saybrook,  Conn. 

CHARLES   "CHUCK "  KERSHNER  '65  was 

named  a  Distinguished  Visiting  Professional 
in  the  School  of  Mass  Communication  and 
Journalism  on  Nov.  17,  2005,  and  was  a 
panelist  for  the  first  editorial  staff  reunion  of 
The  Student  Piintz  on  Nov.  18.  He  was  also 
appointed  to  the  school's  board  of  advisors. 
He  and  his  wife,  Cynthia,  have  owned  and 
published  the  160-year-old  Clinton  Couriei,  a 
New  York  newspaper,  since  1992. 

JERRY  V.  DYESS  '66  has  been  named  Atlas 
Roofing  Corporation's  National  Salesman  of 
the  Year, 


DR.   BOB   TOM  JOHNSON   '66,   '67   was 

recently  inducted  into  the  East  Central 
Community  College  Athletic  Hall  of  Fame. 
He  and  his  wife,  Ellen,  live  m  Forest  and  have 
four  children  and  three  grandchildren. 

BOB  BAUGHN  '69  has  been  named  2005- 
2006  chairman  ol  the  Mississippi  Manufacturers 
Association.  Baughn  is  the  human  resource 
leader  for  Tower  Automotive  in  Madison. 

GEORGE  A.  HARWELL  '69,  '73  has  been 
named  associate  professor  and  chair  of 
Clinical  Laboratory  Sciences  at  the  University 
of  South  Alabama  in  Mobile,  Ala. 


RANDY    HOWARD    '70 

has  retired  as  president  ol 
Commercial  Banking  from 
Hibernia  National  Bank 
of  New  Orleans,  La.  He 
and  his  family  have  relo- 
cated to  his  hometown  of 
Jackson. 


DOUGLAS  S.  BROOME  '71  was  recently 
elected  to  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  Community  College 
Foundation.  Broome  is  the  president  and 
CEO  of  Keesler  Federal  Credit  Union.  He  and 
his  wife,  C)'nthia  72,  live  m  Ocean  Springs. 

DR.  JON  SCHLENKER  '72,  '74  was  elected 
president  of  the  National  Collegiate  Honors 
Council.  The  NCHA  is  an  organization  of 
more  than  800  U.S.  honors  program  /  col- 
leges, including  Southern  Miss. 

JOSEPH  K.  WEBB  '72  retired  from  the 
Jackson  Police  Departmcni  Presenth',  he  is 
serving  in  Iraq. 

ANDRA  BONELLI  '73,  '75  was  named  out- 
standing elementary  school  educator  of  the  year 
by  the  Vicksburg- Warren  Count)'  Chamber  of 
Commerce.  Bonelli  is  a  gifted-educaticin  teacher 
at  Beech  wood  Elemental")'  School. 

JUDY  PRICE  GUY  '73  has  been  appointed 
director  of  field  services  tor  the  Retirement 
S)'stems  of  Alabama.  She  also  ser\'es  on  the 
board  of  directors  for  the  National  Pension 
Education  Association.  Judy  resides  m 
Montgomer\',  Ala. 


CAROL  ANN  DRANE  '74  has  been  chosen 
for  inclusion  in  the  10th  edition  of  "WTioS 
Who  Among  America's  Teachers,"  for  2005- 
2006.  She  is  a  resident  of  Madison  and  works 
as  the  special  populations  coordinator  for  the 
Canton  Public  School  Distnct. 

ROBERT  E.  MURPHY  '75  recently  retired  as 
principal  m  the  Jones  County  School  System 
in  Laurel.  Murphy  accepted  the  position  of 
education  director  for  the  Mobile  County 
Youth  Detention  Center  in  Mobile.  Ala. 

DELMA  POWELL  '76  has  been  named  a 
senior  vice  president  of  Hancock  Bank. 

GEE  OGLETREE  '77  has  been  chosen  by 
Adams  and  Reese  law  hrm  to  be  their  transac- 
tions and  corporate  advisor)-  sen-ices  practice 
group  leader.  Ogletree  ser\'es  as  a  partner  in 
the  firm's  Jackson  office. 

JANICE   FORTNEBERRY   VANNATTA   '77 

has  been  selected  to  lead  the  South  Central 
Mississippi  Chapter  of  the  American  Red  Cross. 

MARK  DRUMMOND  '78  has  joined  Pelican 
Real  Estate  &  Development  of  Fort  Walton 
Beach,  Fla, 


MARY  JONES  '81  h.TS  joined  Guild  Hard)' 
Architects  PA  as  the  fimi's  new  business  manager. 

JIM  WILD  '82  was  recently  promoted  to 
assistant  \'ice  president  ot  commercial  lend- 
ing for  Regions  Rank's  Hattiesburg  location. 

MICHAEL  J.  GRILL  "83  and  1-us  \nle,  Lourdes 
Gnll,  announce  the  Jul\-  1 1,  2005.  birth  of  their 
second  child,  Lilianna  Maria  Gnll.  He  was  recent- 
])•  named  principal  in  the  Preston  Pannership.  an 
architectural  tinn  in  .Atlanta,  Ga. 

LESLIE  RYL-\ND  NORTH  '83  has  been  named 

a  senior  \'icc  president  ot  Hancock  Bank, 

TIM  HANBERRY  '85  w  as  rcccntlv  promoted 
to  \ice  president  of  bids  and  procurement 
tor  Merchants  Foodsemcc.  He  has  been 
cmplo\ed  witli  the  company  since  graduation 
and  most  recently  ser\'ed  as  director  of  mar- 
keting, Tim  and  his  wite  LISA  HANBERRY 
"89,  are  Life  Members  of  the  .Association  and 
reside  m  Hattiesburg!  with  their  son  Drew, 
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LUCY    (KATHY)    HARALSON-McKONE 

'86  was  selected  as  a  state  level  finalist 
for  the  Presidential  Award  of  Excellence  in 
Mathematics  and  Science  Teaching  for  2006. 

TINA  MABRY  '86  was  recently  honored 
for  her  efforts  in  serving  the  needs  of  her 
community  when  the  Mississippi  Nurses 
Association  and  the  Mississippi  Nurses 
Foundation  named  her  their  advanced  prac- 
tice nurse  of  the  year. 

STEPHANIE  L.  HOWZE  '87  has  been  named 
one  of  the  Leaders  for  a  New  Century  by  the 
Hattiesburg  Area  Development  Partnership. 

JIM  ALBRITTON  '88  has  been  named  one 
of  the  Top  40  under  40  by  Mississippi  Business 
Journal. 

DR.  FERRIS  ROGER  BYXBE  '88,  '89,  '98 

has  created  and  implemented  the  Sul  Ross 
State  University-Rio  Grande  College  Criminal 
Justice  Internship  Program  in  conjunction 
with  the  Texas  Office  of  the  Attorney  General, 
Child  Support  Division. 

DAVID  A.  LITTLE  '88  was  recently  pro- 
moted to  district  claims  manager  for  the 
Starkville  claims  office  of  Mississippi  Farm 
Bureau  Insurance  Companies.  He  and  wife 
Pattie  have  relocated  to  Starkville  with 
their  children,  Layton,  Patton  and  Lake. 
David  has  been  employed  by  Farm  Bureau 
since  1988  and  formerly  worked  as  the 
physical  damage  manager  m  the  company's 
state  office  in  Jackson. 

ANGELA  DAVIS-MORRIS  '89  has  been 
named  one  of  the  Leaders  for  a  New  Century 
by  the  Hattiesburg  Area  Development 
Partnership. 


CHARLES  LEONARD 
DONLIN       '89,       '91 

and  his  wife,  Cyndi, 
announce  the  birth  of 
their  daughter  Chandler 
Leigh.  Chandler  joins 
Cameron  Lane,  6. 


S.  MICHELLE  AVARY  FORD  '89,    02    05 

and  her  family  Ashley,  Stepheney  and  hus- 
band Steven  would  like  to  send  a  thank 
you  to  everyone  that  helped  in  the  Katrina 
recovery  effort.  Their  family  returned  home 
to  Long  Beach  in  October. 


JOSEPH  KEITH 
SCHULTZ '89  recent- 
ly completed  his  Black 
Belt  certification  m  Six 
Sigma  Methodology 
at  the  Dow  Chemical 
Company.  He  has 
been  with  the  com- 
pany for  17  years  and 
IS  currently  a  project 
implementation  lead- 
er at  the  Plaquemine, 
La.,  site.  He  is  also 
an  active  crew  leader 
with  the  local  Habitat 
for  Humanity  organi- 
zation and  a  lead  gui- 
tarist /  singer  for  local 
rock  /  blues  band  484 
South. 

WILLIAM  '89 

and      STEPHANIE 

SHAMIR '89  are  both 
employed  with  the 
Santa  Rosa  County 
School  District  in 
Florida.  William  was 
named  2005  Teacher 
of  the  Year  for  Sims 
Middle  School  in 
Pace,  Fla.  The  couple 
lives  in  Milton,  Fla., 
with  their  children, 
Olivia  and  Samuel. 
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H  LANCE  ADAMS  '90  and 
LAN  A  ADAMS  '95  announce 
the  March  1, 
2005,  adoption 
oftheirdaughter 
Anna-Caroline 
and  the  Feb.  1,  2006,  birth  <^> 

of  their  son  Hayden  Edward.   WL 


93  announce 

m 


TRINISHA      LACY      CHAMBERS      '90 

announces  the  May  30,  2005,  birth  of  Nyah 
Corie  Marie  Chambers. 

DAVID  G.  TISDALE  '90  has  been  named 
one  of  the  Leaders  for  a  New  Century  by  the 
Hattiesburg  Area  Development  Partnership. 

DR.     ROMA    WINDHAM    MORRIS    '91 

recently  received  a  Ph.D  in  education  leader- 


ship from  Mississippi  State  University.  She  is 
an  administrator  m  the  Jackson  Public  School 
District  and  her  daughter  Anna  is  a  biology  / 
pre-med  major,  Luckyday  Scholar  and  a  mem- 
ber of  Chi  Omega  Sorority  at  Southern  Miss. 

KATHRYN  '90  and  MICHAEL  HEWES  '92 

announce  the  Oct.  28,  2005,  birth  of  their 
son  John  Michael  "Jack"  Hewes. 

SHANE  LOPER  '90  has  been  named  chief 
information  officer  for  Hancock  Bank. 

TRACY  K.  BOWLES  '91  has  been  named 
one  of  the  Leaders  for  a  New  Century  by  the 
Hattiesburg  Area  Development  Partnership. 

SUSAN  L.  HEWITT  '91  recently  accepted  a 
position  as  a  special  assistant  attorney  general 
with  the  Mississippi  Attorney  General's  office. 

LISA  S.  NORED  '91  has  been  named  one 
of  the  Leaders  for  a  New  Century  by  the 
Hattiesburg  Area  Development  Partnership. 
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"Back  Porch  Swing" 
Allen  Bohl  73 
448  pages,  $22.99 
Advantage  Media  Group,  2005 


Back    l^orch   S  \v  i  n  ' 


J 
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"Back  Porch  Swing"  is  a  novel 
that  emerges  from  the  heart  of  a 
down-to-earth  family  living  in  east- 
ern Kentucky.  Lance  Stoler,  the  old- 
est son,  is  riding  the  wave  of  college 
basketball  recruitment.  He  and  his 
family  are  touched  by  good,  evil, 
and  letting  go.  As  for  problems, 
they  have  plenty,  but  the  family 
meets  them  head-on,  through  the 
■9U^^^^^"^  J^^^A  power  of  friendship,  love,  family, 
H39^k  vVs^^flR  M  ^^^  growing  faith. 

^^K^  ^^^^^|tfH|H     m      The   novel   is   appealing   to   all 
^^KK^^LA    ^^^BH  I  ^S^  groups  because  throughout  the 
^^^^_g|^M_M^^^^^J  book,  Bohl  addresses  a  variety  of 
^^^^^■H^Hj&H^^^^^H  issues  family  values  to  char- 

BI^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^H  acter  to  integrity,  and  most  impor- 
tantly, doing  what's  right  went  it  counts. 

Allen  Bohl's  extensive  career  in  athletic  administration  began  at  The 
Ohio  State  University,  then  continued  at  the  University  of  Toledo, 
Fresno  State,  and  the  University  of  Kansas.  For  nearly  25  years, 
Bohl  provided  impressive  leadership  for  athletic  programs  across 
the  nation.  Throughout  his  career,  he  worked  diligently  to  enhance 
academics,  compliance,  and  fiscal  affairs,  as  well  to  as  improve  each 
university's  fund  raising,  marketing,  and  equity  efforts. 

Bohl  and  his  wife.  Sherry,  live  m  St.  Augustine,  Fla.,  where  he  is 
working  on  his  second  novel.  They  have  two  sons,  Brett  Allen  and 
Nathan  Gregory,  and  a  daughter,  Heidi  Cherie  Sherwin. 


"Haunted  Memories" 

Melanie  Robinson  Noto  '80  writing  as  Melanie  Atl<ins 

306  pages,  $15.99 

Triskelion  Publishing,  2005 

When  Olivia  receives  word  that  her  cmel  stepfather,  Walter,  has  com- 
mitted suicide,  leaving  her  his  house  and  a  substantial  sum  of  money, 
she  plans  to  use  the  money  to  demolish  the  house  m  an  attempt  to  erase 
her  horrifying  memories.  Before  she  can  do  that,  she  must  locate  a  letter 
from  her  real  father  hidden  somewhere  within  the  house.  Her  plans 
go  awry  when  she  enters  the  house  and  finds  another  resident,  her  old 
friend.  Tucker  Hawkins,  with  a  duplicate  deed.  Tucker  allows  her  to 
stay;  yet  she  is  terrified  being  inside  the  house  where  she  only  knew 
fear,  especially  when  strange  things  start  to  happen.  Will  she  escape 
with  her  life  as  her  search  through  the  old  house  uncovers  alarming 
secrets,  not  only  about  Walter,  but  about  the  town  fathers  as  well? 
Steadily  building  a  house  of  terror,  the  author  never  stops  increasing  the 
conflict  until  her  chilling  story  reaches  its  wild  and  breathtaking  end. 

Writing  is  more  than  an  escape  for  Melanie  Atkins — it's  a  way  of 
life.  She  has  been  writing  seriously  for  seven  years  and  has  completed 
nine  manuscripts.  Her  romantic  suspense  novels  have  been  named 
finalists  in  numerous  contests.  Atkins  lives  and  writes  in  Terr\'. 

"Haunted  Memories"  is  available  in  paperback  from  most  online 
bookstores. 
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"Vicksburg:  Sentinels  of  Stone" 

192  pages,  $40 

"Gettysburg:  Sentinels  of  Stone" 

192  pages,  $40 

Tim  Isbell  '83 

University  Press  of  Mississippi,  2006 

On  July  4,  1863,  two  defeats  assured 
the  demise  of  the  Confederate  cause. 
From  the  ridges  and  meadows  of 
Gettysburg,  Pa.,  Robert  E.  Lee  and  his 
Army  of  Northern  Virginia  retreated 
After  a  47-day  siege  of  "Vicksburg  shat- 
tered Confederate  forces  surrendered 
to  the  Union  Army  and  Gen.  Ulysses 
S.  Grant. 

In  "Gettysburg:  Sentinels  of  Stone," 
the  battlefield's  mighty  panoramas  are 
brought  to  life.  Accompanying  the  8^ 
full-color  photographs  are  stories 
the  soldiers  who  fought  and  citizens 
who  witnessed  this  pivotal  battle.  These 
stories  serve  to  bring  special  meaning 
to  the  photographs  of  statues,  monu- 
ments, and  terrain. 

"Vicksburg:  Sentinels  of  Stone"  reveals  the  breadth  and  scope  of 
Grant's  siege  and  the  city's  stalwart  defense  in  85  color  photographs 
of  the  monuments,  the  bluffs,  the  Mississippi  River,  the  redoubts,  and 
the  redans  that  remain  m  the  national  park. 

Timothy  T  Isbell  is  a  former  Knight  Foundation  and  National  Endowment 
of  the  Arts  Award  recipient  for  his  photographic  stud)'  of  the  X'letnamcse 
people  of  the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast.  He  is  a  photojoumalist  at  die  Biloxi 
Sun  Herald  and  a  former  photojoumalist-m-residence  at  Southern  Miss.  He 
and  his  wife,  Judy  '83,  live  m  Gulfpoil. 

"Creating  Value:  Your  90  Day  Plan  to  Right  Tracking  Your  Career" 
Joey  D.  Havens  and  Dr.  Joseph  S.  Paul  75,  79 
88  pages,  $13.95 
Authorhouse,  2005 

"Creating  Value:  Your  90  Da\-  Plan  to  Right  Tracking  Your  Career"  is 
designed  to  assist  readers  m  recognizing  that  they,  as  professionals,  are 
running  their  own  personal  compan\-  and  that  this  company's  success 
will  be  determined  by  the  amount  of  time  and  resources  they  invest 
in  themselves.  That  investment  will  then  gi'ow  according  to  the  values 
they  set  for  their  company.  The  book  introduces  1 3  pnnciples  of  creat- 
ing value  that  are  proposed  to  dramaticalK-  increase  the  readers  efl'ec- 
tiveness,  self-confidence  and  satisfaction.  "Creating  \aluc"  empowers 
professionals  to  set  their  professional  careers  from  the  beginning. 

Dr  Joseph  S.  Paul  has  sen-ed  moiv  than  25  x'cars  as  a  L'ra\'ei-sit\'  of 
Southeni  Mississippi  Student  Maii^  administrator.  Beforc  becoming  \m" 
president  for  Student  Ailau^s  in  Febman- 1993,  he  held  a  wuiety  of  positions. 
including  assistant  director  of  student  actix  ities,  .assistant  \icc  president  vind 
dean  of  student  de\elopment.  He  also  holds  facult\-  rank  m  L'SM's  College  of 
Education  and  Psychologj;  teaching  in  the  graduate  pa"igram  in  educational 
leadei'ship  m  addition  to  instmcting  a  fivshman  leadership  somin.\r. 

Paul  and  his  wife,  the  lomier  Meg  Peai"Son  ha\'e  two  children.  They  are 
actne  members  ot  Tnnit\'  Episcopal  Church.  The\-  reside  m  Hattiesburg, 
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SEAN  P.  FOREMAN  '92  has  recently  accept- 
ed the  position  of  vice  president  of  operations 
for  the  Connor  Group,  a  real  estate  invest- 
ment firm  based  in  Dayton,  Ohio. 

LAKE     '92    and    MICHELLE     GARNER 

'92  competed  in  the  CBS  reality  show  The 

Amazing  Race. 

ALISON  GARDNER  MCGOWEN  '92,  '98 

and  Randall  Lee  McGowen  1  announce  the 
June  2,  2005,  birth  of  their  son  Bridges  Ches 
McGowen.  Bridges  joins  brothers  Eric,  18, 
Lee,  13,  and  Ricky,  11.  Proud  grandparents 
are  CHET  GARDNER  '68,  '70,  DeAnna 
Adams,  and  Charles  and  Lynn  Stuart.  The 
McGowen  family  currently  resides  in  Tyler, 
Texas,  but  will  be  transferring  back  to  Jackson 
with  Valley  Services,  Inc.  this  June. 

RONNIE  E.  SANFORD  '92  started  a  mar- 
keting consulting  hrm  in  Houston,  Texas. 
Sanford  Group  Marketing  Consultants 
opened  in  February  2005. 

LEON  WOOD  '92  is  working  as  a  customer 
brand  planning  manager  for  Unilever  in 
Chicago,  111. 

KRISTINA  COOK  HORT  '93  announces 
the  June  2006  release  of  her  third  novel, 
"Undressed,"  a  histoncal  romance  set  m 
Regency-era  England.  Published  by  Zebra 
Books,  "Undressed"  follows  her  first  two  novels, 
"Unlaced"  (Nov  2004)  and  "Unveiled"  (May 
2005).  "Unlaced"  was  a  Best  First  Book  finalist 
in  the  2004  National  Readers'  Choice  Awards. 

KELLY  STEGALL  PUTZ  '93  has  been  accept 
ed  to  exhibit  at  the  Laurel  Arts  Guild  37th 
Annual  Juried  Exhibition  at  the  Montpelier 
Arts  Center  in  Laurel,  Md.  Her  photo  "Bird  of 
Paradise"  was  also  awarded  the  Guild  Merit 
Award,  and  was  the  only  photo  m  the  exhibit 
of  60  art  pieces  to  have  been  honored. 

DR.   JOEL    DANIEL    RUDMAN    '93    has 

opened  a  private  medical  practice  m  Navarre, 
Fla. 

ERIC  'WALDRON  '93  recently  joined  The 
First,  a  national  banking  association,  as  a 
senior  vice  president  and  commercial  lender 
at  the  company's  Oak  Grove  ofhce. 

RAQUEL     HOWARD     WILLIAMS     '93 

announces  the  Nov.  28,  2005,  birth  of  her 
daughter  Tori  M.  WiUiams. 


LISA     COGHLAN 

'94  recently  com- 
pleted the  Navy's 
Public  Affairs  Officer 


JONATHAN  D. 
COTHERN         '94 

has  been  named 
one  of  the  Leaders 
for  a  New  Century 
by  the  Hattiesburg 
Area  Development 
Partnership. 

DEBBIE  H. 

SHEATER    '94    has 

been  named  one 
of  the  Leaders  for 
a  New  Century  by 
the  Hattiesburg  Area 
Development  Partnership. 


CHRIS  LOFTIN  '95  and  DANA 
FORTENBERRY  LOFTIN  '95  announce  the 
Dec.  6,  2005,  birth  of  their  second  child, 
Abigail.  She  joins  older  sister  Ashley  Grace,  2. 

JERRA  B.  RUNNELS  '95  has  been  named 
one  of  the  Leaders  for  a  New  Century  by  the 
Hattiesburg  Area  Development  Partnership. 

SUSANNE  K.  SULLIVAN  '95  has  been 
named  a  partner  at  Baker  &  Hosteller  LLP's 
law  firm  in  Houston,  Texas.  Sullivan  is 
a  member  of  the  Employment  and  Labor 
Group  and  concentrates  her  practice  in  the 
areas  of  employment  law  litigation  and  con- 
sultation. 

C.  LEAH  FERGUSON  INGRAM  '96,  '99 

graduated  from  UAB  with  a  master's  degree 
in  nurse  anesthesia.  She  also  received  a  direct 
commission  of  first  lieutenant  in  the  United 
States  Army  Reserve. 

ALBERT  RYAN  MILLER  '96  received  a  mas- 
ter's degree  in  education  administration  from 
the  University  of  West  Alabama.  Miller  and 
his  wife  Regina,  a  nurse  with  Jeff  Anderson 
Regional  Medical  Center,  live  in  Meridian 
with  their  two  sons,  Matthew,  6,  and  Peyton, 
3. 

MELISSA    PACE    OVERHOLT    '96    was 

recently  invited  to  join  the  Directors'  Guild 
of  America.  She  is  currently  employed  with 
Paramount  Pictures  in  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 


thekildienlable@comcast.net 


.^iig  the  Culinary  Art  of  Entertaining 


HEATHER  GREIG 

RIDDELL  '97  and  her  hus- 
band, Scott,  announce  the 
Nov  3,  2005,  birth  of  their 
daughter  Addison  Faith. 
Addison  joins  big  sister 
Emerson,  2. 


HEATHER  M.  SLADE  '97,  '02  has  been 
named  one  of  the  Leaders  for  a  New  Century 
by  the  Hattiesburg  Area  Development 
Partnership. 

ANGELA  GARZA  '98  announces  the  Feb.  16, 
2006,  birth  of  her  daughter  Emma  Marie  Garza. 

DAWN  KENNEDY  LAMPKIN  '98  and  her 

husband,  Dr  Will  Lampkin,  announce  the  Nov. 
17,  2005,  birth  of  their  son  Cooper  Joseph. 
Cooper  joins  big  sister  Sara  Kennedy,  3. 

PAMELA  LANG  '98  announces  the  June  14, 
2005,  birth  of  her  daughter  Michelle  Parker. 
Michelle  joins  brother  Devin  Parker,  2.  The 
family  lives  in  Akron,  Ohio. 

AMBER    L.    SUKHBAATAR   '98,    '99   has 

been  named  one  of  the  Top  40  under  40  by 
Mississippi  Business  Journal. 

MONICA    '99    and    BEN    COLE    III    '99 

announce  the  May  2,  2005,  birth  of  their 
hrst  child,  Lindsey  Cyanna  Cole. 

ROBIN  CADENA  GUNN  '99  of  Enterprise 
received  a  master's  degree  in  nursing  from 
William  Carey  College  in  August  2005. 


48 


THE  TALON 


ALMANAC 


Blackwell  Creates  Art  for  the  Masses 

when  Chuck  Blackwell  '86  debuts  new 
artwork,  on  occasion  100  million  people 
get  the  chance  to  see  it,  all  at  one  time. 

Blackwell  is  an  art  director  for  Rubin- 
Postaer  and  Associates  advertising  hrm  m 
Santa  Monica,  Calif. 

Much  of  the  nation  saw  Blackwells  tele- 
vision commercial  for  the  Honda  Ridgeline 
truck   premiere    during   the   2005    Super 
Bowl.  Blackwell  was  also  on  the  team  that 
created  the  dog-show  themed  Honda  CRV  commercial. 

Through  his  work  in  advertising,  Blackwell  has  been  able  to 
travel  around  the  globe  for  commercial  shoots.  He  has  traveled  to 
Hawaii  for  the  Super  Bowl  commercial,  to  Alaska,  to  Tokyo,  where 
he  filmed  commercials  in  the  Honda  plant,  and  to  New  Zealand. 

Blackwell  is  a  Petal  native.  His  parents,  Charles  '67  and  Jo  '61, 
are  alumni  of  the  University. 

Rubin-Postaer  and  Associates  is  the  largest  independent  agency 
on  the  West  Coast.  As  the  sole  advertising  agency  for  American 
Honda,  the  company  is  responsible  for  creating  distinctive  advertis- 
ing for  all  of  Honda's  diverse  dealer  groups.  The  company  has  pro- 
duced advertising  for  VHl,  Blue  Cross,  Acura,  American  Century 
and  many  other  companies. 

To  view  some  of  Blackwell's  commercials,  log  on  to  Rubin-Postaer 
and  Associates  Web  site  at,  www.rpa.com. 

Laird  to  Head  Nissan's  Media  Relations 

Harriet  Laird  '86,  '87  of  Clinton  has 
been  named  corporate  communications 
coordinator  for  Nissan  North  America  in 
Canton. 

In  her  new  role.  Laird  will  be  respon- 
sible for  media  relations  and  alhances  with 
community  partners.  She  will  supervise 
the  manufacturing  plant's  video  depart- 
ment, which  includes  a  130-monitor  visu- 
al communication  system  that  broadcasts 
throughout  the  3.5  million-square-foot  facility  Laird  will  also 
coordinate  event  planning,  scriptwriting,  and  special  tour  activities 
for  the  plant. 

Laird  spent  14  years  as  public  relations  director  for  the  Hinds 
Community  College  District  from  1992  to  2006,  and  she  was  previ- 
ously employed  in  a  similar  position  at  Copiah-Lincoln  Community 
College  from  1988  to  1992. 

Nissan's  Canton  Plant  employs  4,200  people  and  produces  the 
Nissan  Armada  sport  utihty  vehicle,  Nissan  Titan  truck,  Nissan 
Quest  minivan,  Nissan  Altima  sedan  and  Infiniti  QX56  sport  utility 
vehicle. 


Poss  Promoted  to  Brigadier  General 

Col.  James  O  Poss  '82  has  been  selected 
for  promotion  to  the  rank  of  brigadier  gen- 
eral in  the  U.S.  Air  Force.  He  is  serving  as  the 
director  intelligence,  U.S.  Air  Forces  Europe, 
Ramstein  Air  Base,  Kaiserslautem,  Germany. 
Poss  is  responsible  for  the  command's 
intelligence  operations,  assessments  and 
recommendations  to  the  U.S.  European 
Command.  Before  assuming  his  pres- 
ent position,  Poss  commanded  the  70* 
Intelligence  Wing  at  Fort  George  G.  Meade,  Laurel,  Md. 

The  colonel  has  served  at  various  levels  throughout  his  23-)'ear  career 
with  assignments  to  Bergstrom  Air  Force  Base,  Texas;  RAG  Mildenhall, 
Cambridge,  England;  Stuttgart,  Germany;  Hafra  Al  Batin,  Saudi  Arabia; 
KeUy  Air  Force  Base,  San  Antonio,  Texas;  and  U.S.  Command  and  Shaw 
Air  Force  Base,  Sumter,  S.C.  His  major  awards  and  decorations  include  two 
Bronze  Star  Medals,  die  Defense  Meritorious  Service  Medal,  two  Meritorious 
Service  Medals,  the  Air  Medal,  the  Aerial  Achievement  Medal,  two  Air  Force 
Commendation  Medals  and  the  Air  Force  Achievement  Medal. 

Alexander  Named  to  Prestigious  Board 

The  Southeastern  Council  of  Foundations 
(SECF)  has  elected  Dr.  Ted  J.  Alexander 
'73,  CEO  of  the  Lower  Pearl  River  Valley 
Foundation  (LPRVF),  as  a  member  of  their 
board  of  trustees. 

SECF  represents  more  than  350  grant 
makers  and  1 1  states,  with  a  net  v/orth  of 
$34  billion  in  philanthropic  assets. 

Alexander  has  devoted  over  43  )'ears  to  a 
career  in  public  education  in  Mississippi  as  a 
teacher,  coach,  counselor,  assistant  principal,  pnncipal,  superintendent 
and  as  president  of  Pearl  River  Community  College  for  14  years. 

In  July  2000,  Alexander  was  selected  to  be  the  initial  president  and  CEO 
of  the  LPRVF  Under  his  leadership,  80  health-related  proposals  approved 
and  funded  by  the  foundation  ha\-e  pro\'idcd  $2.8  million  to  enhance  the 
health  and  well-being  of  the  children,  )'outh  and  adults  of  the  area. 

Alexander  is  an  active  member  in  man)-  philandiropic  and  professional 
organizations,  including  Mississippi  Center  for  Non-Profits,  Grontmakers 
in  Education,  Grantmakers  in  Health,  National  Council  on  Foundations, 
and  has  sen-ed  on  the  steering  committee  for  Health  Legacy  Foundations 
for  the  Southeastern  Council  of  Foundatioris. 

Alexander  is  the  toundmg  chair  ot  the  Mississippi  Council 
on  Economic  Education  and  in  Januaiy  2006  was  named  to  the 
National  Advisory  Committee  for  the  Hurricane  Fund  for  the  Elderly 
-  Grantmakers  in  Aging. 

Alexander  and  wife  Barbara  "71  arc  both  Life  Members  of  the 
Alumni  Association.  The  couple  lives  in  Hattiesburg. 
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BENJAMIN  McILWAlN  '99  and  Michelle 
Mcllwain  announce  the  Jan.  25,  2005,  birth 
of  Charles  Benjamin  Mcllwam  III. 

ROBERT  E.  MOORE  JR.  '99,  '01,  '03  recent- 
ly graduated  from  the  Mississippi  Department 
of  Law  Enforcement  Training  Academy  and  is 
a  police  officer  with  the  Cleveland  Police 
Department  in  Cleveland. 

NIKI  PACE  '99  and  Dr.  Mark  Nicovich  are 
to  be  married  July  22,  2006,  at  Sacred  Heart 
Catholic  Church  in  Hattiesburg.  Niki  is  an 
attorney  with  Aultman,  Tyner  &  Rufhn.  Mark 
is  an  assistant  history  professor  at  William 
Carey  College. 

CASEY  '99  and  LAUREN  SIMMERMAN 
'99,  '01  announce  the  June  22,  2005,  birth  of 
their  son  Colin  McGrath  Simmerman. 

CLAY  SMITH  '99,  '00  is  the  current  associ- 
ate head  baseball  coach  at  Belhaven  College 
in  Jackson.  Belhaven  College's  head  coach  is 
former  Southern  Miss  head  baseball  coach 
HILL  DENSON  '66 

ROXANNA  '99  and  PAUL  STROUD  '03 

announce  the  March  22,  2005,  birth  of  their 
son  Paul  Ellis  Stroud. 


TARA  L.  'WHITAKER  '99  recently  joined 
Bell  Law  Firm  as  an  associate  attorney  in  their 
Georgetown,  S.C,  office.  Her  practice  focuses 
on  medical  malpractice,  product  defect  and 
police  misconduct. 

ROBERT  'WILLIAMS  '99  recently  received 
an  educational  specialist  degree  in  education 
administration  and  he  recently  accepted  a 
position  as  assistant  athletic  director  in  the 
Hattiesburg  Public  School  District. 


JOHN    C.    "COREY"    PROCTOR    00   has 

been  named  one  of  the  Leaders  for  a  New 
Century  by  the  Hattiesburg  Area  Development 
Partnership. 

JESSE  SMITH  '00  has  been  named  one  of  the 
Top  40  under  40  by  Mississippi  Business  Journal. 

MACIE  SMITH  ANDERSON  '01  and  her 

husband,  J.D.  Anderson,  announce  the  Jan. 
25,  2006,  birth  of  Bradley  Tipton  Anderson. 

CHUCK  BLEND  '01  teaches  marine  science, 
environmental  science,  zoology  and  physiol- 
ogy, and  parasitology  to  Gordon  College  m 
Wenham,  Mass. 


CHAD  CRANFORD  '01  has  been  named 
one  of  the  Leaders  for  a  New  Century  by  the 
Hattiesburg  Area  Development  Partnership. 

DAX  FRYER  '01  is  to  be  married  to  Ginger 
Stevens  of  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  on  May  27, 
2006.  Dax  and  Ginger  currently  reside  in 
Deerfield  Beach,  Fla. 

ANDI  GAMBRELL  '01  has  been  named 
one  of  the  Leaders  for  a  New  Century  by  the 
Hattiesburg  Area  Development  Partnership. 

LEIGH  ANNE  McARTHUR  '01  has  been 
named  one  of  the  Leaders  for  a  New  Century  by 
the  Hattiesburg  Area  Development  Partnership. 

AMANDA    '01    and    1st    Lt.    CHRISTER 

MATTHEWS  '02  announce  the  Jan.  6, 
2005,  birth  of  their  daughter  Kayley  Dawn 
Matthews.  Christer  is  serving  in  Iraq  with  the 
Air  Force  until  August  2006. 

STACY  ANASTASIA  G.  MILLER   01,    03 

has  been  named  one  of  the  Top  40  under  40 
by  Mississippi  Business  Joui'nal. 

JENNA  M.  RUNNELS  '01  has  been  named 
one  of  the  Leaders  for  a  New  Century  by  the 
Hattiesburg  Area  Development  Partnership. 
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KARI  WHALEN  '01  has  been  named  one 
of  the  Leaders  for  a  New  Century  by  the 
Hattiesburg  Area  Development  Partnership. 

AMY  EIFLING  '02  has  been  named  one  of  the 
Top  40  under  40  by  Mississippi  Business  Journal. 

SARA  FOLKINS  '02  received  an  educational 
specialist  degree  in  foreign  language  education 
from  Auburn  University  and  is  currently  work- 
ing at  Northview  High  School  m  Atlanta,  Ga. 

LISA  CLIBURN  COUNSELMAN  03  mar- 
ried Philip  Counselman  on  Nov.  27,  2004. 

CARRIE  LEA  FLYNT  03  and  MATTHEW 

EVAN  HOLEMAN  '04  were  married  July 
23,  2005. 

PAIGE      TUCKER 

'03  and  her  husband 
Duncan  announce 
the  Aug.  26,  2005, 
birth  of  their  daugh- 
ter Ella  Elisabeth. 
She  was  welcomed 
by  cousm  HoUie  (pictured),  daughter  of  CLAY 
PURVIS  '00.  Both  giris  are  granddaughters  of 
LARRY  '69  and  Summer  Purvis  of  Pelahatchie. 

HOLLYE  YARBER  '03  and  Ludwig  Alvarado 
announce  the  Nov.  27,  2005,  birth  of  their 
daughter  Eva  Mane  Alvarado. 

HEATHER  ANNULIS  '04  has  been  named 
one  of  the  Top  40  under  40  by  Mississippi 
Business  Journa/. 

MARK  BRICKEY  '04  has  been  named  work- 
force planning  specialist  with  the  Crater  Regional 
Workforce  Investment  Board  in  Petersburg,  Va. 

PHILLIP  RUSSELL  HODGE  04  announces 
the  July  21,  2005,  birth  of  his  first  child,  John 
Wesley  Hodge. 

RUDOLPH  BRACEY  '05  was  recently 
named  programmer  analyst  at  the  Mississippi 
Department  of  Finance  and  Administration. 


In  Memoriam 


JUANITA  PAYNE  '42  of  Newton  died  March 
5,  2006. 

ELIZABETH  B.  COKER  '43  of  Atlanta,  Ga., 
died  Feb.  10,  2006. 


Bill  Maguire  '75  has  been  named  chief 
information  ofhcer  of  airline  start-up  Virgin 
America  Inc. 

As  CIO,  Maguire  is  charged  with  building  a 
highly  efficient,  flexible  technology  platform 
as  the  foundation  of  Virgin  America's  low-cost, 

high-value  business  strategy.  Virgin  America  intends  to  launch  domestic  U.S.- 
scheduled  airline  service  utilizing  the  new  Airbus  A320  family  aircraft  this  year. 
The  company's  corporate  headquarters  is  in  the  San  Francisco  Bay  Area,  and  its 
principal  base  of  operations  is  at  San  Francisco  International  Airport. 

Maguire,  52,  joined  Virgin  America  from  Aspect  Communications  m  San  Jose, 
Calif.,  where  he  has  been  chief  information  officer  and  senior  vice  president  since 
2004.  As  the  executive  responsible  for  worldwide  corporate  infrastructure,  he 
managed  a  worldwide  staff  of  92  employees  and  contractors.  Maguire  quickly 
assessed  Aspect's  IT  organization  and  made  recommendations  for  a  complete 
redesign  of  their  infrastructure,  from  the  network  to  the  application  layers,  while 
reducing  his  budget  by  $4  million  annually.  He  was  also  responsible  for  the 
operation  of  the  company's  research  and  design  laboratory. 

Prior  to  his  work  for  Aspect,  Maguire  was  chief  information  ofhcer  for  Legato 
Systems,  Inc.  in  Mountain  View,  Calif.,  where  he  was  responsible  for  all  cor- 
porate capital  programs  and  worldwide  corporate  infrastructure  between  2001 
and  2003.  During  his  tenure,  Maguire 's  team  successfully  leveraged  technolog}" 
advances  to  reduce  more  than  $3  million  in  cost. 

From  2000  to  2001,  Maguire  held  a  variety  of  executive  positions  with  Amdahl 
in  Sunnyvale,  CaUf.,  including  vice  president  of  Emerging  Business  Operations, 
vice  president  of  Business  Development  and  Strategies  and  as  interim  chief 
executive  ofhcer  of  Trusted  Answer,  the  company's  Web-based  helpdesk  start-up 
venture. 

Maguire's  innovative  career  was  shaped  during  his  23  years  with  the  United 
States  Postal  Service. 

He  currently  resides  in  Santa  Cruz,  Calif. 


MARZINE  DUETT  '43  oi  Columbus  died  FR.\NCES  GAY  '49  of  Lake  died  Oct.  4, 

Jan.  2,  2006.  2005. 

NELL  HOCUTT  COLMER  '43  of  Brandon  H.G.  TALBERT  "49  of  Foley.  Ala.,  died  Feb. 

died  Jan.  29,  2006.  17.  200o. 

BILLIE  J.  SINGLETON  '48  of  West  Monroe.  KER\  IN  R.  HALL  JR.  '^O  of  Laurel  died  Jan. 

La.,  died  Feb.  25,  2006.  o.  200d. 
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EVAN  PERRITT  '50,  '52  of  Quitman  died 
Feb.  20,  2006. 

HELEN  R  SANDOZ  '50  of  LaFayette,  La., 
died  Jan.  23,  2006. 

JOHN  L  LACY  JR.  '51  of  Fairliope,  Ala., 
died  Feb.  27,  2006. 

SHIRLEY    THIGPEN    MUNSON    '51    of 

Hollywood,  Fla.,  died  Nov.  22,  2005. 

LORIE  R.  NELSON  '51  of  Lucedale  died 
Jan.  15,  2006. 

ALMA  MYERS  SAETRE  '51  of  Pensacola, 
Fla.,  died  Feb.  7,  2006. 

ROGER  STUART  '51  of  Gulfport  died  Dec. 
29,  2005. 

IRENE   RUTLEDGE   GRAYSON   '53   died 
Marcfi  14,  2006. 

ARNOLD  RICHARD  HENDERSON  '53  of 

Madison,  Tenn.,  died  Dec.  4,  2005. 

NOBLE  ALEXANDER  GORDON  '54  died 
Nov.  15,  2005. 

MAMIE    GRAVES    '55    of  Tylertown   died 
March  1,  2006. 

RICHARD  C.  LUTZ  '55  of  Nashville,  Tenn., 
died  m  May  2005. 

LESLEY  COLUMBUS  CLARK '56  of  Ruston, 

La.,  died  Jan.  28,2006. 

MALCOLM  LEE  CARTER  '56  of  Natchez 
died  July  17,  2003. 

BRIG.  GEN.  BIFFLE  O.  PITTMAN  '56  of 

Meridian  has  died. 

MAURICE  C.  SALVANT  '56  of  Flora  died 
March  6,  2006. 

PAUL  WILLIAMS  '56  of  Bryan,  Texas,  died 
Jan.  18,  2006. 

KATHERINE     INDIA     BROWN     '57     of 

Hattiesburg  died  Feb.  5,  2005. 

ZELA  POWERS  '57,  '74  of  Heath  Springs, 
S.C,  died  Feb.  22,  2006, 
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HILDAGARDE    E    REYNOLDS    '57   of 

Mobile,  Ala.,  died  Feb.  3,  2006. 

DR.  HELEN  MARIE  MCDANIEL  BALL 

'58  of  Franklmton,  La.,  died  March  14, 
2005. 

CHARLES  ELLIS  '58  of  Pascagoula  died 
Oct.  24,  2005. 

JAMES  D.  HAMMOND  '58  of  Biloxi  died 
Jan.  15,  2006. 

RAY  SESSUMS  '58,  '68  of  Natchez  died 
Jan.  20,  2006. 

MARY  MARGARET  WALDROP  ST. 
AMANT  '58  of  San  Antonio,  Texas,  died 
Dec.  29,  2005. 

HUGH  L.  CULTRER  '60  of  Brandon  died 
Feb.  1,  2006. 

BOBBYE  FORREST  '60  of  Dallas,  Texas, 
died  Jan.  2,  2006. 

DONALD  G.  JOLLY  '60  of  Birmingham, 
Ala.,  died  Dec.  8,  2005. 

CHARLES  THOMPSON  '60  of  Ocean 
Springs  died  June  23,  2005. 

MYRTHA  SMITH  '60  of  Athens,  Ala., 
died  March  12,  2005. 

CHARLES  STOJCICH  '60  of  Biloxi  died 
Feb  9,  2006. 

CLYDE  S.  COLEMAN  JR.  '61  of  Magee 
died  Feb.  28,  2006, 

BOBBY  E.  EXUM  '61  of  Pensacola,  Fla., 
died  March  9,  2006. 

GERALD  D.  POOLE  '61  of  DeKalb  died 
March  16,  2006. 

LITTLETON  TRAVIS  JR  '63  of  LaFayette, 
La.,  died  June  20,  2005. 

RUTH  W.  ORMSTON  '63  of  Athens,  Ga,, 
died  Aug.  1,  2005. 

GEORGE  D.  PYLANT  JR  '64  of  Fort 
Worth,  Texas,  died  Feb,  16,  2006. 
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ANITA  JO  McDonald  JEFFERIES  '65  of 

Pensacola,  Fla.,  died  March  10,  2006. 

ERIC  WALLE  '66  of  Picayune,  died  Sept. 
27,  2005. 

I        ROBERT     DARREL     FREEMAN     '67     of 

I        Richton  died  Jan.  31,  2006. 

WILLIAM  A.  CUTILLO  '68  of  West  Islip, 
N.Y.,  has  died.  CutiUo  was  a  football  coach 
and  teacher  in  the  Massapequa  School 
District.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Christine, 
and  SIX  children. 

JERRY  L.  MAXEY  '68  of  Arlington,  Texas, 
died  Feb.  6,  2006. 

ALLEN  L.  EVERETT  '70  of  Biloxi  died  Dec. 
31,  2005. 

D.  CURTIS  GARNER  '73  of  Brandon  died 
Dec.  31,  2005. 

JERRY  LINDSEY  '73  of  Fairhope,  Ala.,  died 
Jan.  7,  2006. 

JOHN  A.  PHILLIPS  '73  Gulf  Shores,  Ala., 
died  Feb.  8,  2006 

CAROLYN  B.  NYMAN  '77  of  Lucedale  died 
Oct.  6,  2004. 

BRENDA  LEE  ANDERSON  WALKER  '77 

of  Long  Beach,  CaUf.,  died  March  14,  2006. 

EDITH  WHITE  '80  of  SUdell,  La.,  died  Jan. 
2,  2006. 

KEITH  A.  SMITH  '81  of  HuntsviUe,  Ala., 
died  Nov  15,  2005. 


Donn  Mitchell  '90  has  been  named  chief 
financial  officer  for  Isle  of  Capri  Casinos, 
Inc.  With  his  new  title,  Mitchell  also  serves 
as  senior  vice  president  and  treasurer  of  the 
company 

In  this  role  Mitchell's  responsibilities  include 
overseeing  the  financial  operations  of  the  company's  corporate  and  casino  proper- 
ties, financial  strategy,  accounting,  tax,  as  well  as  information  systems. 

Mitchell  joined  the  company's  corporate  office  m  1996  as  senior  director  of 
finance,  served  as  vice  president  of  property  finance  and  most  recently  senior  vice 
president,  chief  accounting  officer  and  interim  chief  financial  officer.  His  prior 
experience  includes  serving  as  an  audit  manager  for  Arthur  Anderson  LLP  m  New 
Orleans,  La.  Mitchell  is  a  certified  public  accountant. 

Isle  of  Capri  Casinos,  Inc.,  a  leading  developer  and  owner  of  gaming  and  enter- 
tainment facilities,  operates  15  casinos  in  13  locations.  The  company  owns  and 
operates  riverboat  and  dockside  casinos  in  Biloxi,  Vicksburg,  Lula  and  Natchez; 
Bossier  City  and  Lake  Charles,  La.;  Bettendorf,  Davenport  and  Marquette,  Iowa; 
and  Kansas  City  and  Boonville,  Mo. 

Active  in  the  community,  Mitchell  has  served  as  president  of  Biloxi  First,  Inc.; 
vice  president  of  economic  development  and  treasurer  for  the  Biloxi  Chamber 
of  Commerce;  treasurer  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi's  Business 
Advisory  Council;  a  member  of  the  President's  Community  Ad\'isor\-  Council  and 
a  member  of  Rotary  He  was  selected  in  2002  by  the  Biloxi  Sun  Herald  as  one  of 
the  area's  Top  Ten  Under  Forty  business  leaders. 

Mitchell  and  his  wife,  Kelli,  live  in  Biloxi.  The\'  have  three  children. 


SUE  RODRIGUEZ  '83,  '85  of  Hattiesburg 
died  Jan.  23,  2006. 

LONNIE  JONES  '85  of  Kewanee,  Mo.,  died 
Nov  25,  2005. 

DORIS   J.    LAWERENCE    '85    of   Ocean 
Springs  died  Jan.  26,  2006. 

TERESA  McMICHAEL  '88  of  Fort  Worth, 
Texas,  died  Jan.  20,  2006. 

CATHERINE    VIRGINIA   JOBIN    '89    of 

Purvis  died  Feb.  9,  2006. 


SEAN  MCKEAN  '96  of  Biloxi  died  Jan.  27.      HELEN  LEE  of  Wiggins  died  Januaiv  200o, 
2006. 

GUS  MICIOTTO  of  Shreveport.  U..  died 
FREELANN  CLARK  of  Perry  Countv  died      Jan,  22,  200o. 
March  6,  2006. 

PAULA  WATKINS  of  Jamaica  died  Feb.  12. 
JIMMY  GIBBS  of  Hattiesburg  died  Oct.  7.      200o, 
2005. 

JAMES  C.  WISE  of  Gautier  died  Feb.  22. 
CHARLES  E.  GUICE  of  Hattiesburg  died      200o. 
March  2,  2006. 
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SOUTHERN  MISS  ALUMNI 
MARKETING  PARTNERS 


Continue  your  support  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni 
Association  by  doing  business  w'rth  the  Association's  Marketing  Partners.  By  utiliz- 
ing the  goods  and  services  of  these  marketing  partners,  you  will  be  generating 
additional  revenue  to  support  the  programming  and  operations  of  the  Association. 

Campus  Book  Mart 

Campus  Book  Mart  J°s*^"'s 

Souihern  Miss  Apparel  and  Gifts  Official  Southaii  Miss  Alumni  Watch.  For  more  infor- 

For  more  mformation.  call  888.712,5083.  ™"™'  ^^1'  ^^^0  :.23  0124  and  request  operator  A22SE 


DiplomaDisplay* 


Alumni  Holidays  International 

Orgfliiiciiig  International  Excursions  For 
Southern  Miss  Alumni.  For  further  inlormation  on 
upcoming  trips,  contact  the  Alumni  Association  at 
601.266.5013. 


American  Insurance  Administrators 

Life,  Health  And  Short- Tcnn  Major  Medical  Imurance. 

Go  to  http://mvw.aia-insurance.com/AIA/SouthemMiss 
or  call  800  922.1245, 


On  Campus  Marketing 

Specially  Designed  Southern  Miss  Degree  Frames. 

For  more  information,  go  to  www.diplomadisplay.com 
or  call  800.422.4100. 

£SF 

Education  Services 
foukdation 

Education  Services  Foundation 

Student  Loan  Consolidation. 

For  more  information,  go  to  www.esfweb.com/usm.htm 
or  all  866.542.8033. 


MBHK 


Balfour 


MBNA' 

Special  otfer  for  Southern  Miss  Alumni  and  friendsl 
Announcing  a  special  No-Annual-Fee  MasterCard" 
credit  card  now  conveniently  available  to  Southern 
Miss  Alumni.  Simply  call  866.GET.MBNA  for  details 
about  the  costs  and  terms  of  this  offer  or  to  apply  for 
the  credit  card. 


Balfour 

OJicial  SoMtherTi  Miss  Ring. 

For  more  informanon  or  to  order,  call  866,BALFOUR  and 
ask  for  reference  code  2315. 

Printing  cmA  Framing 

For  more  inlonnauon,  call  1.866  418.0320. 


SOUTHERNMISSTRIVIA 


Answers 


March  30, 1910  -  Mississippi  Normal  College  (now  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi)  was  founded  by 
legislative  act. 

Sept.  18, 1912  -  Mississippi  Normal  College  opened  for 
classes. 

Oct.  29, 1932  -  The  first  athletic  field  (Faulkner  Field) 
was  dedicated. 

Feb.  27, 1962  -  The  institution's  name  was  changed 
from  Mississippi  Southern  College  to  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi. 

May  15, 1998  -  Miss  Oseola  McCarty  was  awarded 
USM's  first  honorary  degree. 
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www.SouthernMissAlumni.com 


This  listing  contains  current  participants  in  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumn 

Association's  C.A.R.D.  (Current  Alumni  Retail  Discounts)  Program.    By  presenting 

either  your  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  annual  dues  membership  card  or  your  Life 

Membership  card,  you  will  receive  the  discount  noted  by  each  participant.  The  program 

is  designed  to  bring  added  value  to  your  membership  in  the  Alumni  Association  and  to 

thank  you  for  your  support  of  Southern  Miss. 


Anderson's  Rug  Market 

10%  discount  on  any  rug  purchase 

Baymont  Inn  &  Suites* 

10%  discount  on  rack  rate 

Bourne  Brothers  Printing 

20%  discount  on  any  service 

Qassic  Concepts  /  ACE  Home  Center 

10%  discount  on  purchases  or  rentals 

Comfort  Inn-The  Lodge 

10%  off  rack  rate 

Comfort  Suites ' 

10%  off  rack  rate 

Domino's  Pizza  * 

20%  discount  on  any  delivery  order 

Dunhopen  Inn 

$10  savings  on  small  room  &  $20  savings  off  large  room  rates 

Expectations 

1S%  discount  on  total  purchase  (does  not  apply  to  furniture) 

Garfield's  Restaurant  * 

20%  discount  on  all  food  &  drink  purchases 

Grand  Bank 

$100  discount  on  mortgage  loan  closing  costs 

Hattiesburg  Inn  * 

15%  discount  on  nightly  room  rate 

Hawthorn  Suites 

10%  off  rack  rate 

Hopson  Law  Firm,  PLLC 

Free  initial  consultation  on  any  contingency  fee  case 

10%  discount  on  initial  consultation  fee  on  non<ontingency  cases 

J&L  Sales 

10%i  discount  on  any  purchase 

Kitchen  Table 

10%  discount  on  purchases 

Kesslers  Team  Sports 

10%  discount  on  total  purchases 

Lance  Computer  Systems 

20%  discount  on  normal  labor  charges 

Leatha's  Bar-B-Que  Inn 

10%  discount  on  all  purchases 

Legg  Mason  /  Chris  Inman 

10%  discount  on  all  store  transactions  /  free  portfolio  reviews 

Mike  Anderson's  Seafood 

10%  discount  on  selected  purchases 

Nevada  Bob's  Golf  (Coast) 

10"/»  discount  on  selected  items 

Nick  Crechales 

10%  discount  on  entrees 

Oak  Grove  Rental 

10%  discount  on  rental  items  /  not  valid  with  other  discounts 

Owen's  Business  Machines 

10%)  discount  on  selected  items 

Parris  Jewelers 

10%  discount  on  all  items 

Peak  Fitness 

15%i  discount  on  membership  fee 

Photo  Arts  Studio 

10%  discount  on  any  gallery  purchase,  retail  purchase  or  service 

Pine  Burr  Country  Club 

$5.00  off  one  18-hole  round  of  golf 

Primerica  /  Ken  Shell 

Free  financial  needs  analysis 

Rental  Cabins  -  Redden  Enterprises  LLC  5%  discount  on  cabin  rental  / 10%  discount  to  Life  Members 

Shadow  Ridge  Golf  Club 

1 5%  discount  on  a  round  of  golf  /  not  valid  with  other  discounts 

Signs  First  * 

15%  discount  on  Southern  Miss  related  signs 

Simmons  Furniture 

10%  discount  on  all  items 

Sonic  Drive  Inn  on  Hwy  11 

Free  20  oz.  Drink  or  Slush  with  purchase  of  #1  or  #2  Burger 

Southern  Interiors 

5%  discount  on  flooring  / 10%)  discount  on  furniture  and  accessories 

Southland  Florists 

10%  discount  on  store  purchases  (cash-and<arry  items  excluded) 

Tall  Pines  Farm 

10%  discount  on  gift  baskets  and  catering 

University  Florist 

10%  discount  on  all  purchases  (cash  and  carry  only) 

Villies  Restaurant 

$1  off  order  of  six-inch  sandwich,  side  order,  and  large  drink  / 

$1  off  game  day  party  subs 
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'^     All  discounts  subject  to  change  or  termination  v^ithout  prior  notice. 

Please  verify  discount  with  provider  before  making  purchase. 
*     Hattiesburg  locations  only. 
(+)  Offer  not  valid  during  football  season. 

These  businesses  are  participants  in  the  C.A.R.D.  Pi-ogi-am  with  The  University 

of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Association.  By  presenting  your  paid  alumni 

membership  card  you  are  entitled  to  a  discount  at  these  businesses. 


Laying  a  Rock  Solid  Foundation  for 

The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 

Alumni  Association 


♦Brick  by  Brick 

Today  you  have  a  great  opportunity  to  honor  the  University  and  Pozvell 
Ogletree  by  investing  in  a  brick  that  will  be  permanently  installed  in  the 
Ogletree  House  Courtyard. 

The  Ogletree  House  Campaign,  a  $3  million  effort  to  restore  and 
expand  a  Southern  Miss  landmark,  is  vital  to  the  success  of  our  Alumni 
Association.  Please  take  this  opportunity  to  document  your  time  at 
Southern  Miss,  honor  a  family  member  or  new  graduate,  or  place  your 
own  name  in  a  place  of  honor. 


PAVER  OPTIONS 

•  8"  X  8"  Brick  Paver  -  $500 

•  4"  X  8"  Brick  Paver  -  $250 


The  Ogletree  House  Restoration  and  Expansion 
Project  will  include  the  addition  of  a  beautiful 
new  courtyard  on  the  northern  side  of  the  facil- 
ity, which  will  feature  a  pathway  of  personal- 
ized pavers. 

Please  print  the  text  for  your  personalized  brick 
order  below.  For  the  4"  x  8"  paver,  you  can  fill  in  up 
to  three  lines  of  text  at  14  spaces  per  line.  For  the  8" 
X  8"  paver  option,  you  can  fill  in  up  to  six  lines  of 
text  at  14  spaces  per  line. 


Remember  that  you  must  use  a  space  for  blanks 
between  words  and  for  punctuation.  You  mav  use 
"&"  for  "and."  Messages  will  be  centered  on  the  pa\'- 
ers.  Inscriptions  and  locations  of  the  pavers  are  sub- 
ject to  Association  Executive  Committee  approval. 

All  checks  must  be  made  payable  to  tJie  USMFouiniation 
(with  "Ogletree  House  Fund"  in  the  memo  space)  for 
proper  credit  to  the  donor's  records.  The  Foiiiuiatioii  is  a 
501(c)3  nonprofit  organization.  Foundation  gifts  are  tax 
deductible  to  the  extent  of  current  IRS  regulations. 


Brick  Paver  Order  Form 

Please  complete  this  form  and  return  with  payment  to  SOUTHERN  MISS  ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION, 
118  College  Drive  #5013,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-0001,  or  fax  your  credit  card  information  to  601.256.4214. 

□  My  check  is  enclosed  (payable  to  the  USM  Foundation). 

□  Please  charge  the  credit  card  circled:  MasterCard  VISA  American  Express 
Account  Number:  personalized  engilwing 

Amount: 


Exp.  Date: 


Full  Name: 
Address: 


City/State/Zip:  _ 
Daytime  Phone: 


Signature  of  Donor: 
Date: 


ADDITIONAL  LINES  FOR  S"  X  8"  P.WERS  ONLY: 

...the  blank  canvas  is  afrai 
of  the  really  passionate  painter... 

who  has  once  and  for  all  broken 
that  spell  of  "you  cannot." 


-  Vincent  van  Gogh 


Because  you  can  and  because  you  do,  Hancock  Bank  salutes 
you,  the  students  of  the  USM  College  of  Arts  and  Letters.  Thank 
you  for  daring  to  do  what  you  alone  can  do.  Your  persistence 
and  passion  to  create  your  own  language  yields  the  expression, 
the  art,  that  ultimately  speaks  to  us  all,  enriching  our  lives. 


Hancock  Bank. 


Member  FDIC.  hancockbank.com 
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